






















ToBe Sure Always -

~ Rigger Training At The

~ Quartermaster School

The roar of the jet engines
reaches a crescendo as the
paratroop doors of each USAF
transport in the six ship forma-
tion are opened. The wind de-
flectors are hydraulically
winched into the 140 mph
slipstream to protect the soon
to follow paratroopers. Both
jumpmasters in each aircraft
move to their respective doors
and thrust their bodies into the
slipstream and onto the para-
troop door jump platform. They
check their airspace and iden-
tify the rapidly approaching
clearing at the drop zone.
Swinging back into the relative
security of the interior of the
thundering transport, each
jumpmaster turns and faces
his paratroopers as he roars
his last two jump commands,
"Stand By," and, after a few
tense seconds, the green light
now shining at the door, "Gol"
A hundred and thirty heavily
combat-loaded jumpers rush
to the doors and out into the
heat and humidity of the skies
over the territory of one of our
allies in the southern hemi-
sphere. In minutes, hundreds
of U.S. Army paratroopers are
on the ground and rapidly
forming into their units. The
military power of the U.S. has
been swiftly and succintly
demonstrated.
The scenario just described is
similar to events as they
transpired earlier this year
during an unscheduled train-
ing exercise conducted by
elements of the 82d Airborne
Division in Central America.
Part of the support provided for
that operation came from sol-
diers who keep the airborne,
airborne: the parachute rigger
wearing the distinctive red hat,
MOS 43E.

Parachute rigger students
come to the Airborne Depart-
ment at Fort Lee for their MOS
training after successfully
completing Airborne school at
Fort Benning. At the Airborne
Department, enlisted rigger
students are assigned to the
Instruction Division and spend
12 weeks and 2 days receiving
445 hours of training. Stu-
dents learn the fundamentals
of personnel and small cargo
parachute packing, airdrop
rigging and airdrop equipment
repair. The training culminates
with an end-of-course com-
prehensive test of skills and
knowledge acquired by the
student.
Within the Instruction Division
there are three branches pri-
marily responsible for training
rigger students. The students
start in the Pack Branch.
There, the student learns to
pack three personnel and six
small cargo and extraction
parachutes. The first para-
chute the student learns to
pack is the MC1-1 B personnel
parachute. Forty hours are
dedicated to learning the intri-
cacies of the MC1-1 B, then
the student must race the
clock to pack the MC1-1B for
grade in less than an hour. At
the end of the test, the stu-
dents are required to sign the
parachute log book for the first
time and certify that a chute is
ready to jump. The next step:
the student jumps the MC1-1 B
parachute he packed, from a
UH-1 H helicopter at an alti-
tude of 1500 feet. At this time,
the student begins to under-
stand the commitment to un-
paralleled excellence
embodied in the rigger motto
"I Will Be Sure Always." After
his successful jump, the stu-

dent continues with his train-
ing on the other parachutes
required by the curriculum.
Having successfully mastered
the requirements in Pack
Branch, the student pro-
gresses to the Airdrop Branch
(AD). In AD, the students learn

Students work as a team to pack
the mammoth 6-11 parachute.
to pack large cargo para-
chutes: the G-12 series (64
feet in diameter at the skirt of



the canopy) and the G-11
series (100 feet in diameter at
the skirt of the canopy). The
parachutes are so large that
floor mounted pedestal fans
are required to blow air into
them so that they can be
properly folded as part of the
packing process. The students
learn to assemble the extrac-
tion parachutes to drag loads
from the rear of the aircraft
while in flight. The student
learns to assemble the A-22
cargo bag, capable of holding
up to 2200 pounds of supplies,
as part of the Container De-
livery System (CDS). The stu-
dent rigs major end items such
as the M102 105mm
Howitzer, the M998 HMMWV,
and the M151A2 1/4 ton truck
for delivery onto the drop zone
by low velocity airdrop. They
also learn to rig equipment for
Low Altitude Parachute Ex-
traction Systems (LAPES)
delivery.
The training in AD all comes
together in the monthly air-
drop. During the airdrop, stu-
dents deploy from Fort Lee to
Langley Air Force Base or
Norfolk Naval Air Station,
Virginia, where they and the
equipment they have rigged
are loaded onto waiting USAF

C-141 and C-130 aircraft. The
aircraft fly to Fort Pickett,
Virginia where the equipment
is dropped. The students
watch from inside the aircraft
as the loads are extracted.
Shortly thereafter, the stu-
dents jump out of the aircraft
and onto the drop zone next to
their loads. The students
watch a LAPES delivery, a
CDS drop and additional low-
velocity equipment drops later
in the day. The parachutes are

chines (similar to the type of
sewing machines used by a
seamstress) to the industrial-
sized, very heavy-duty ma-
chine which is capable of
sewing through 1/2 inch ply-
wood. Students learn repair
skills ranging from the rela-
tively simple, such as canopy
patching, to the more complex
canopy section replacement
and the tricky static line
snaphook replacement.
At the conclusion of their AER

Airborne Department instructors check an M 102 Howitzer
rigged for low-velocity airdrop.

recovered, equipment is
loaded onto flatbed trailers,
and students put on buses for
the trip back to Fort Lee. The
training in AD concludes the
next day when the parachutes
and equipment are cleaned,
stored and readied for use by
the next class.
The student then moves to the
third instruction Division
Branch, Airdrop Equipment
Repair (AER). In AER the stu-
dent is taught the basics of
repair and maintenance for air
items. As with 98% of the
rigger instruction, the student
receives hands on training
with maintenance equipment.
The student must master the
operation of five different
sewing machines. The ma-
chines range in size and
capacity from light-duty ma-

training the students undergo
the end-of-course com-
prehensive test (EOCT).When
the student passes the EOCT
he has overcome the last hur-
dle to receiving the coveted
parachute rigger qualification
and the award of the MOS
43E. The soldier progresses
from his student status to his
position among the elite of the
Quartermaster Corps as the
newest member of the para-
chute rigger profession. As he
does so, there echoes in his
ear the commitment to fellow
soldiers and himself as
charged by the rigger pledge-
"I Will Be Sure Always".

CPT Curtis 8. Hill is the Chief. Instruction
Division. Airborne Department U.S. Army
Quartermaster Center and School. Fort Lee.
Virginia.
























































































