
UNIT LEVEL  
RECOVERY OPERATIONS 



OBJECTIVE 

    To Train Unit Level Recovery Member to 
search for, recover, and evacuate human 
remains in accordance with FM 4-20.64, 
Mortuary Affairs Operations, JP 4-06, 
Mortuary Affairs, and AR 638-2 Care and 
Disposition of Remains and Disposition of 
Personal Effects . 
 



AGENDA 

 Unit Commander’s Responsibilities 
Equipment/Supplies 
Planning the Mission 
Personnel 
Search Formations/Pattern 
Documentation 
Evacuation 
Summary 
 



COMMANDER’S 
RESPONSIBILITY 

“Unit commanders are responsible for the search 
for, recovery, and evacuation of all remains 
located within their area of responsibility” 

…JP 4-06 
 THIS INCLUDES: 

 
 US Military 
 
 DoD Civilians 
 
 Coalition Forces 
 
 Enemy 
 
 Civilian  
 

oW/Host-Nation Support/Approval 
 



UNIT LEVEL 
 EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES 
 Footlocker 
 
 Human Remains Pouches 
 
 Manila Tags 
 
 Zip-Lock Bags (S,M,L) 
 
 Multi-Colored Pin Flags 
 
120’ Nylon Rope 

 
Latex Gloves 
 
Facemasks 
 

 DA Form 1156, Casualty Feeder 
Report 
 
 DD Forms 565, Statement of 
Recognition 
 
DD Forms 567, Record of Search 
and Recovery 
 
Blank Sketch Paper (8 ½” X 11”) 
 
#2 Lead Pencils 
 
Personal Effects Bags 
 
Clipboards 

 



EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES 
CONT’D 

 
 

 

 

  Additional Items: 
– Litter (s) 
– Compass 
– GPS 
– Vehicle (s) 
– Map (s) 
– Special Equipment as Needed 

 
 



PLANNING THE MISSION 

 
 

 

 

Upon receipt of the mission you will: 
• Gather information concerning incident 

– Location 
– Distance 
– Route Classifications 
– Number of Remains  
– Type of Incident 
– Hazards 
– Enemy Situation 

 

http://www4.army.mil/OCPA/uploads/large/CSA-2005-04-15-103231.jpg


PLANNING THE MISSION 

 
 

 

 

Perform Map or Aerial Reconnaissance: 
 

– Determine road distance and distance to be covered by foot 
 
– Determine degree of slope of recovery site 
 
– Determine obstacles and hazards enroute 
 
– Coordinate for air assets if possible 
 
– Conduct risk assessment 

 



Obtain MA Kit: 
 

– Inventory kit 
 
– Determine serviceability of items 
 
– Determine if kit contains sufficient quantities 

of supplies to support the recovery 
 
– Request additional kits from other units if 

needed 

PLANNING THE MISSION 

 
 

 

 



Arrange Transportation: 
 

– Covered Vehicle (s) 
 
– Aircraft 
 
– Engineer vehicles if required 
 
– PMCS all vehicles 
 
– Prepare load plans 

 

PLANNING THE MISSION 

 
 

 

 

http://www4.army.mil/OCPA/uploads/large/CSA-2005-05-19-090643.jpg
http://www4.army.mil/OCPA/uploads/large/040417-A-8331-004.jpg


Receiving Mortuary Affairs Facility: 
 

– Determine the location of the nearest MA facility to the 
recovery site 

 
– Contact BN SPO of recovery mission and possible time of 

delivery of remains 
 
– Coordinate for re-supply of MA kit (s) upon delivery of 

remains to the Mortuary Affairs Collection Point (MACP) or 
mortuary 

 
 

PLANNING THE MISSION 

 
 

 

 



Perform a Logistical Assessment: 
     Determine special equipment that may be required       
     to conduct recovery: 
 

» Engineer Equipment 
» EOD Equipment 
» Rappelling Equipment 
» Excavation Equipment 
 

 

PLANNING THE MISSION 

 
 

 

 

http://www4.army.mil/OCPA/uploads/large/040331-A-8804K-004.jpg


Identify Special Skill Personnel Requirements 
– EOD Personnel 
– NBC Personnel 
– Medical Personnel 
– Linguist 
– Local Laborers 
– Civil Affairs 
– Engineers 
– Security personnel 

PLANNING THE MISSION 

 
 

 

 

http://www4.army.mil/OCPA/uploads/large/2006/CSA-2006-04-18-085652.jpg
http://www4.army.mil/OCPA/uploads/large/040410-A-0259W-040.jpg


Arrange and Brief Unit Level Recovery Team 
– Brief all aspects of mission 
– Stress safety 
– Stress proper handling of remains 
– Brief enemy situation 
– Rally points 

PREP THE MISSION 

 
 

 

 



  Personnel: 
– When possible, use trained Unit Level Recovery members 
– Additional augmentation may be required 
– Conduct PCC’s prior to movement 
– Assign duties 
– Monitor personnel for accountability/fatigue 
– Monitor personnel for signs of stress when dealing with remains 
  

PREP THE MISSION 

 
 

 

 

http://www4.army.mil/OCPA/uploads/large/030831A2140D049a.jpg


Movement to Recovery Site: 
– Get as close as possible to the recovery location using 

vehicles/aircraft 
 
– Proper intervals 
 
– Security enroute 
 
– Actions at dismount point 
 
– Vehicle security at DP 
 
– Headcount 

EXECUTE THE MISSION 

 
 

 

 



Conduct Search: 
– Move to within 100 meters of given coordinates 
– Determine which type of search formation will be used 
– 2 Types: 

• Open- Double arm intervals 
– Used for open terrain 

• Closed-Single arm intervals 
– Used for wooded terrain 

EXECUTE THE MISSION 

 
 

 

 

http://www4.army.mil/OCPA/uploads/large/CSA-2005-09-14-093531.jpg
http://www4.army.mil/OCPA/uploads/large/CSA-2006-01-20-091756.jpg


STRAIGHT LINE BOX SEARCH METHOD 



SITE MAP 



RECOVERY SITE SKETCH, A/C CRASH 



Search 
• While searching, each item that is found will 

be marked with a pin flag or stake.  The proper 
R, E, or P number will be written on the flag or 
stake. 

  R= REMAINS 
  E= EFFECTS 
   P= PORTIONS 
• Once all items have been marked and a 

boundary established, designated team 
members will bag items.* 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remains will go into Human Remains PouchPortions will go into Human Remains Pouch not separation neededEffects will go into zip lock bags



Search 

UNSECURE REMAINS: 
 
CONTACT EOD IMMMEDIATELY!!! 
 

• DO NOT GO NEAR OR MOVE THE REMAINS FOR 
POSSIBILITY OF UNKNOWN UXO THAT HAS 
BEEN PLANTED UNDER OR NEAR A REMAIN. 



DA Form 1156 
Casualty Feeder Card 

 Use DA Form 1156 as a Casualty Checklist 
to assist with creating the field casualty 
report in the event of electronic failure.*   
 
 DA Form 1156 is used to facilitate entry of 
information into the Defense Casualty 
Information Processing System (DCIPS).   

 
 Once entered the information forwarded 
to CMOAC for preparation of the casualty 
report and assignment of the Casualty 
Notification and Assistance Officer. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
**NOTE—the 2007 version of DA Form 1156 is also the witness card.  Persons having firsthand knowledge of a reportable casualty should prepare the Casualty Feeder Card.



DA Form 1156 
Casualty Feeder Card 
 Data fields marked by an asterisk 
indicate minimum requirements to send 
a casualty report forward. 

 
 Circumstances block should only 
reference verifiable data. 

 
 Fill information about protective 
equipment worn. These do not have an 
asterisk. 

 
 Fill in as much information as available 
to include weapons, vehicles 

 
 Include preparer’s names 

 
 Field grade BN LVL CDR or field grade 
designee authenticates casualty 
information for accuracy  



X 



X 

X 



X 

X 

Amanda L-Ring Finger 
Celtic Knot R-Neck 
ID Tags With Smith, John D. 
Name Tape Smith 



X 

X 

Amanda L-Ring Finger 
Celtic Knot R-Neck 
ID Tags With Smith, John D. 
Name Tape Smith 

123-45-6789 



X 

X 

Amanda L-Ring Finger 
Celtic Knot R-Neck 
ID Tags With Smith, John D. 
Name Tape Smith 

123-45-6789 SFC 



X 

X 

Amanda L-Ring Finger 
Celtic Knot R-Neck 
ID Tags With Smith, John D. 
Name Tape Smith 

123-45-6789 SFC 

Smith, John D 



X 

X 

Amanda L-Ring Finger 
Celtic Knot R-Neck 
ID Tags With Smith, John D. 
Name Tape Smith 

123-45-6789 SFC 

Smith, John D 

Army 



X 

X 

Amanda L-Ring Finger 
Celtic Knot R-Neck 
ID Tags With Smith, John D. 
Name Tape Smith 

123-45-6789 SFC 

Smith, John D 

Army W1DC51 



X 

X 

Amanda L-Ring Finger 
Celtic Knot R-Neck 
ID Tags With Smith, John D. 
Name Tape Smith 

123-45-6789 SFC 

Smith, John D 

Army W1DC51 

HHB 3-32nd FA 



X 

X 

Amanda L-Ring Finger 
Celtic Knot R-Neck 
ID Tags With Smith, John D. 
Name Tape Smith 

123-45-6789 SFC 

Smith, John D 

Army W1DC51 

HHB 3-32nd FA 

X 



X 

X 

Amanda L-Ring Finger 
Celtic Knot R-Neck 
ID Tags With Smith, John D. 
Name Tape Smith 

123-45-6789 SFC 

Smith, John D 

Army W1DC51 

HHB 3-32nd FA 

X 
X 

Thompson, Anthony G., 1SG 



X 

X 

Amanda L-Ring Finger 
Celtic Knot R-Neck 
ID Tags With Smith, John D. 
Name Tape Smith 

123-45-6789 SFC 

Smith, John D 

Army W1DC51 

HHB 3-32nd FA 

X 
X 

Thompson, Anthony G., 1SG 
Physical 



X 

X 

Amanda L-Ring Finger 
Celtic Knot R-Neck 
ID Tags With Smith, John D. 
Name Tape Smith 

123-45-6789 SFC 

Smith, John D 

Army W1DC51 

HHB 3-32nd FA 

X 
X 

Thompson, Anthony G., 1SG 

Physical 

X 



X 

X 

Amanda L-Ring Finger 
Celtic Knot R-Neck 
ID Tags With Smith, John D. 
Name Tape Smith 

123-45-6789 SFC 

Smith, John D 

Army W1DC51 

HHB 3-32nd FA 

X 
X 

Thompson, Anthony G., 1SG 

Physical 

X 

04193010112 



X 

X 

Amanda L-Ring Finger 
Celtic Knot R-Neck 
ID Tags With Smith, John D. 
Name Tape Smith 

123-45-6789 SFC 

Smith, John D 

Army W1DC51 

HHB 3-32nd FA 

X 
X 

Thompson, Anthony G., 1SG 

Physical 

X 

04193010112 

Bagram Afghanistan 



X 

X 

Amanda L-Ring Finger 
Celtic Knot R-Neck 
ID Tags With Smith, John D. 
Name Tape Smith 

123-45-6789 SFC 

Smith, John D 

Army W1DC51 

HHB 3-32nd FA 

X 
X 

Thompson, Anthony G., 1SG 

Physical 

X 

04193010112 

Bagram Afghanistan 

ET 56782047 



X 

X 

Amanda L-Ring Finger 
Celtic Knot R-Neck 
ID Tags With Smith, John D. 
Name Tape Smith 

123-45-6789 SFC 

Smith, John D 

Army W1DC51 

HHB 3-32nd FA 

X 
X 

Thompson, Anthony G., 1SG 

Physical 

X 

0419301012 

Bagram Afghanistan 

ET 56782047 

0419451012 



X 

X 

Amanda L-Ring Finger 
Celtic Knot R-Neck 
ID Tags With Smith, John D. 
Name Tape Smith 

123-45-6789 SFC 

Smith, John D 

Army W1DC51 

HHB 3-32nd FA 

X 
X 

Thompson, Anthony G., 1SG 

Physical 

X 

0419301012 

Bagram Afghanistan 

ET 56782047 

0419451012 

Bagram Afghanistan 



X 

X 

Amanda L-Ring Finger 
Celtic Knot R-Neck 
ID Tags With Smith, John D. 
Name Tape Smith 

123-45-6789 SFC 

Smith, John D 

Army W1DC51 

HHB 3-32nd FA 

X 
X 

Thompson, Anthony G., 1SG 

Physical 

X 

0419301012 

Bagram Afghanistan 

ET 56782047 

0419451012 

Bagram Afghanistan 

Andrew Walls, MD 



X 

X 

Amanda L-Ring Finger 
Celtic Knot R-Neck 
ID Tags With Smith, John D. 
Name Tape Smith 

123-45-6789 SFC 

Smith, John D 

Army W1DC51 

HHB 3-32nd FA 

X 
X 

Thompson, Anthony G., 1SG 

Physical 

X 

0419301012 

Bagram Afghanistan 

ET 56782047 

0419451012 

Bagram Afghanistan 

Andrew Walls, MD 

SFC Smith was on foot on outskirts of Bagram when his platoon came under 
small arms fire.   



X 



X 

X 
X 

X 



X 

X 
X 

X 

X 



X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 



X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

BAF 



X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

BAF 

X 



X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

BAF 

X 

Anthony Thompson, 1SG 20121004 



X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

BAF 

X 

Anthony Thompson, 1SG 20121004 

Robert K. Mullins, LTC, CDR 20121005 



DD Form 565 
Statement of Recognition 

      If there are individuals on the team 
or in the area that personally knew 
the deceased and could recognize by 
sight, a team will complete DD 
Form 565, Statement of 
Recognition: 

 
– One per acquaintance 
–  Blocks 1 thru 2-i completed 

prior to viewing, away from 
remains 

– View remains 
– Complete blocks 2-j thru 5-f 
– Place in case folder 



BTB Smith, John D. 



BTB Smith, John D. SFC 



BTB Smith, John D. SFC 123-45-6789 



BTB Smith, John D. SFC 123-45-6789 

HHB 3-32nd FA 



BTB Smith, John D. SFC 123-45-6789 

HHB 3-32nd FA Army 



BTB Smith, John D. SFC 123-45-6789 

HHB 3-32nd FA Army 

M 



BTB Smith, John D. SFC 123-45-6789 

HHB 3-32nd FA Army 

M 35 



BTB Smith, John D. SFC 123-45-6789 

HHB 3-32nd FA Army 

M 35 72” 



BTB Smith, John D. SFC 123-45-6789 

HHB 3-32nd FA Army 

M 35 Caucasoid 72” 



BTB Smith, John D. SFC 123-45-6789 

HHB 3-32nd FA Army 

M 35 Caucasoid 72” 

Brown, light 



BTB Smith, John D. SFC 123-45-6789 

HHB 3-32nd FA Army 

M 35 Caucasoid 72” 

Brown, light Medium 



BTB Smith, John D. SFC 123-45-6789 

HHB 3-32nd FA Army 

M 35 Caucasoid 72” 

Brown, light Medium 

Tattoo of Celtic knot on right side of neck; name Amanda on left 
ringer finger  



BTB Smith, John D. SFC 123-45-6789 

HHB 3-32nd FA Army 

M 35 Caucasoid 72” 

Brown, light Medium 

Tattoo of Celtic knot on right side of neck; name Amanda on left ringer 
finger  

Remains found in hasty fighting position at grid coordinates ET 56782047, Map sheet # 
4467 II, Bagram, Afghanistan.   



20121005 



20121005 2042 



20121005 2042 Bastion Medical Treatment Facility 



20121005 2042 Bastion Medical Treatment Facility 

Thompson, Anthony G. 



20121005 2042 Bastion Medical Treatment Facility 

Thompson, Anthony G. 1SG 



20121005 2042 Bastion Medical Treatment Facility 

Thompson, Anthony G. 
1SG 111-22-3333 

HHB 3-32nd FA 



20121005 2042 Bastion Medical Treatment Facility 

Thompson, Anthony G. 
1SG 111-22-3333 

HHB 3-32nd FA Anthony G. Thompson 



20121005 2042 Bastion Medical Treatment Facility 

Thompson, Anthony G. 
1SG 111-22-3333 

HHB 3-32nd FA Anthony G. Thompson 20121005 



20121005 2042 Bastion Medical Treatment Facility 

Thompson, Anthony G. 
1SG 111-22-3333 

HHB 3-32nd FA Anthony G. Thompson 20121005 

1SG 



20121005 2042 Bastion Medical Treatment Facility 

Thompson, Anthony G. 
1SG 111-22-3333 

HHB 3-32nd FA Anthony G. Thompson 20121005 

1SG 3 years 



20121005 2042 Bastion Medical Treatment Facility 

Thompson, Anthony G. 
1SG 111-22-3333 

HHB 3-32nd FA Anthony G. Thompson 20121005 

1SG 3 years 

Welby, Marcus J.  



20121005 2042 Bastion Medical Treatment Facility 

Thompson, Anthony G. 
1SG 111-22-3333 

HHB 3-32nd FA Anthony G. Thompson 20121005 

1SG 3 years 

Welby, Marcus J.  SGT 



20121005 2042 Bastion Medical Treatment Facility 

Thompson, Anthony G. 
1SG 111-22-3333 

HHB 3-32nd FA Anthony G. Thompson 20121005 

1SG 3 years 

Welby, Marcus J.  SGT Unit Level Recovery Team NCOIC 



20121005 2042 Bastion Medical Treatment Facility 

Thompson, Anthony G. 
1SG 111-22-3333 

HHB 3-32nd FA Anthony G. Thompson 20121005 

1SG 3 years 

Welby, Marcus J.  SGT Unit Level Recovery Team NCOIC 

1PLT/ACO/311MI 



20121005 2042 Bastion Medical Treatment Facility 

Thompson, Anthony G. 
1SG 111-22-3333 

HHB 3-32nd FA Anthony G. Thompson 20121005 

1SG 3 years 

Welby, Marcus J.  SGT Unit Level Recovery Team NCOIC 

1PLT/ACO/311MI Marcus J. Welby 



20121005 2042 Bastion Medical Treatment Facility 

Thompson, Anthony G. 
1SG 111-22-3333 

HHB 3-32nd FA Anthony G. Thompson 20121005 

1SG 3 years 

Welby, Marcus J.  SGT Unit Level Recovery Team NCOIC 

1PLT/ACO/311MI Marcus J. Welby 20121005 



DD Form 567 
Record of Search and Recovery 

      Complete DD Form 567,Record of Search 
and Recovery form MUST be used for 
each remains found 

 



20121004 



BTB Smith, John D. 

20121004 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BTB (Believed to Be) must be in front of name until DNA identification can be confirmed



BTB Smith, John D.     SFC 

20121004 



BTB Smith, John D. SFC 
123-45-6789 

20121004 



BTB Smith, John D. SFC 123456789 CAUSC 

20121004 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Only 3 Races recognized:Causcoid NegroidMongoloid



BTB Smith, John D. SFC 123456789 CAUSC 
HHB 3-32nd FA 

20121004 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Organization is who the decedent belonged to.



BTB Smith, John D. SFC 123456789 CAUSC HHB 3-32nd FA 

INITIAL 

20121004 



BTB Smith, John D. SFC 123456789 CAUSC HHB 3-32nd FA 

Initial 
20121004 

20121004 



BTB Smith, John D. SFC 123456789 CAUSC HHB 3-32nd FA 

Initial 20121004 N/A 

20121004 



BTB Smith, John D. SFC 123456789 CAUSC HHB 3-32nd FA 

Initial 20121004 N/A 

001/AR311MI/1 of 1 
 

20121004 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Search and Recovery is as follows001-# of mission this team has conducted search and recoveryAR311MI- Unit designation conducting the operation1 of 1- Number of remains from the recovery if there were 2 remains at this recovery it would have read 1 of 2



BTB Smith, John D. SFC 123456789 CAUSC HHB 3-32nd FA 

Initial 20121004 N/A 

N/A 

001/AR311MI/1 of 1 
 

20121004 

 



BTB Smith, John D. SFC 123456789 CAUSC HHB 3-32nd FA 

Initial 20121004 N/A 

N/A 

001/AR311MI/1 of 1 
 

20121004 

20121005 

 



BTB Smith, John D. SFC 123456789 CAUSC HHB 3-32nd FA 

Initial 20121004 N/A 

N/A 

001/AR311MI/1 of 1 
 

20121004 

20121005 US 

 



BTB Smith, John D. SFC 123456789 CAUSC HHB 3-32nd FA 

Initial 20121004 N/A 

N/A 

001/AR311MI/1 of 1 
 

20121004 

20121005 US 
20121004 

 



BTB Smith, John D. SFC 123456789 CAUSC HHB 3-32nd FA 

Initial 20121004 N/A 

N/A 

001/AR311MI/1 of 1 
 

20121004 

20121005 US 20121004 

Remains found in hasty fighting position at grid coordinates ET 56782047, Map 
sheet # 4467 II, Bagram, Afghanistan.   

 



BTB Smith, John D. SFC 123456789 CAUSC HHB 3-32nd FA 

Initial 20121004 N/A 

N/A 

001/AR311MI/1 of 1 
 

20121004 

20121005 US 20121004 

Remains found in hasty fighting position at grid coordinates ET 56782047, Map sheet # 4467 II, Bagram, Afghanistan.   

ACU Top, size M/R with nametape “Smith” and “US Army” tape.  SFC rank in 
center of ACU top.  ACU pants size M/R.  ACH with SFC rank and name “Smith” 
on band.  US Armed Forces ID Card (2-A) issued to SFC Smith, John D.  SSN 
123456783, Exp. Date 10/06/2015.  M-16 A3 Ser # 2266173834.  2 ID tags 
around neck with name, Smith, John D.  123456783, Catholic, O POS. 

 



N/A N/A 



N/A N/A 
Welby, Marcus J.        SGT                  

Hicks, Bob B.               SPC 

Simms, Joe E.              PFC 

Long, Sam K.               PV2 

Babbs, Roger A.          PV2 

1PLT/ACO/311MI 

1PLT/ACO/311MI 

1PLT/ACO/311MI 

1PLT/ACO/311MI 

1PLT/ACO/311MI 



N/A N/A Welby, Marcus J.               SGT                  

Hicks, Bob B.                      SPC 

Simms, Joe E.                     PFC 

Long, Sam K.                      PV2 

Babbs, Roger A.                 PV2 

1PLT/ACO/311MI 

1PLT/ACO/311MI 

1PLT/ACO/311MI 

1PLT/ACO/311MI 

1PLT/ACO/311MI 

Welby, Marcus J.                                  SGT                  1PLT/ACO/311MI 

Marcus J. Welby 20121005 



N/A N/A Welby, Marcus J.               SGT                  

Hicks, Bob B.                      SPC 

Simms, Joe E.                     PFC 

Long, Sam K.                      PV2 

Babbs, Roger A.                 PV2 

1PLT/ACO/311MI 

1PLT/ACO/311MI 

1PLT/ACO/311MI 

1PLT/ACO/311MI 

1PLT/ACO/311MI 

Welby, Marcus J.                                  SGT                  1PLT/ACO/311MI 

Marcus J. Welby 20121005 

Leave Blank for MA Collection Point 



S&R Tag for Remains 



S&R Tag for Portions 



S&R Tag for Effects 



        Summary 

         Unit Level Teams 

•Planning 

•Search 

•Process 

•Documentation 

“I WILL NEVER LEAVE A FALLEN COMRADE” 
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