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“In every generation, the world has produced enemies of human freedom. They have attacked America because we are freedom’s home and defender. The commitment of our fathers is now the calling of our time.” – President George W. Bush
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Mortuary Affairs Quarterly
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Operation Iraqi Freedom News


In June of 2003, the majority of the soldiers from Ft. Lee’s 54th QM Company returned from Operation Iraqi Freedom. We applaud their efforts and thank them for a job well done. As always, the 54th stands ready to deploy anywhere in the world at a moments notice; to accomplish the noble mission of the 92M.





Currently, the CJTF-7 (Coalition Joint Task Force) has five mortuary affairs teams in the Iraqi theater of operations. These teams are made up of soldiers from the 54th QM Company. Collection points are currently attached to the 101st, 64th CSG, 3rd ACR, 171st ASG, and the 447 ESVS USAF unit at BIAP (Baghdad International Airport). The goal of the MACP’s in Iraq is to process and evacuate all remains to the TMEP facility in Kuwait, where SSG David Rodriguez and his team of 92M’s work hard everyday to return our fallen back to the U.S. As 92M’S, we know this is a thankless job that often goes unnoticed and we salute the efforts of the soldiers currently deployed to Southwest Asia.





To facilitate good will between the Iraqi people and the Coalition Forces, mortuary teams are assisting the Iraqi’s in the recovery of remains from numerous mass graves that were the result of the former Saddam Regime. Teams have also assisted the Kuwaiti Government in excavation of mass graves that may have contained the remains of hundreds of formerly missing Kuwaiti citizens from the first Gulf War.





Teams have also assisted the ICRC (International Committee of the Red Cross) in the recovery and identification of Iraqi war casualties. By providing information and assistance with temporary interment cemetery’s and isolated burial sites throughout the region.


. 


The mission of MA support in theater is critical to military operations. MA ensures that deceased personnel are properly cared for and returned to their primary next of kin as soon as possible. All personal effects are carefully inventoried and processed. Remains of U.S soldiers as well as our Coalition comrades who fall on the battlefield are treated with the utmost respect and reverence, for they have made the ultimate sacrifice. The families of soldiers killed on the battlefield look to the mortuary affairs specialist to return their loved ones home, and with that responsibility on their shoulders; the 92M will go beyond the call of duty to accomplish the mission. 


SSG Dan Seymour, 54th QM CO and SSG Sylvia Crawford, 3RD COSCOM(Iraq) are contributing authors to this article.
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Muslim interment practices


-SGG D. Seymour, 54th QM CO, Mortuary Affairs





For followers of Islam, as with many other faiths, death is the end of life on this earth and the beginning of a life hereafter. For Muslims "Death is not final, but a temporary separation from the beloved person, who will be brought back to life on the Day of Judgment and, if God wills, be reunited with his family once more." 


Muslims' particular requirements for the burial of the dead are always met in Islamic countries, and the necessity for them is not always understood by outsiders. Mortuary Affairs personnel should keep in mind where they are, and do their best to respect Muslim cultural practices.


The Holy Prophet urged Muslims to bury their dead quickly and it is traditional to bury the deceased within 24 hours. This can be difficult when family members are not present to identify and or receive the remains. As a general rule, remains should be held in refrigeration for 72hrs before considering burial. It is also necessary to have the grave prepared in a particular way so that it is aligned towards Mecca, i.e. on a northeast to southwest axis. The body is placed in the grave so that the head is at the southwest end, facing towards Mecca. 


In accordance with Muslim faith, the body must be ceremonially washed before burial and this is sometimes done at the graveside. Due to safety reasons, mortuary affairs collection point personnel will not perform this procedure. Sometimes locals in the area are willing to do this. Check with the local Civil Affairs office to see if this resource is available. If not, the practice will not be performed. The funeral prayer Salat Al-Janazah is said while the body is being washed, either at the mosque or at the graveside. The body is then wrapped in one or two sheets of white cloth and laid in the grave. If no sheets are available, a human remains pouch must be used. 


The finished grave must be raised from the ground between four and twelve inches, to prevent anyone walking or sitting on it, as this is strictly forbidden. The leveling of graves, practiced in many cemeteries to make them easier to maintain, is also forbidden by the Muslim faith. There must be only one body in the grave and it must be marked properly. If assets are available, the use of double strand wire around the cemetery will keep people and stray pests out. 


Failure to understand these requirements often causes offence to the locals. Remember that dignity, reverence and respect is to be rendered to all remains, regardless of their nationality, race or religious background.  
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Mortuary Affairs Center


On the Web at


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lee.army.mil/quartermaster/ma" ��http://www.lee.army.mil/quartermaster/ma�


- The Mortuary Affairs Center website offers important information for all things related to MA, from FM’s to Distance learning, you can find it at the site.





- Have information you’d like to get published in the newsletter? Email your submission to Thomas.c.woods@lee.army.mil  -Your input is needed to keep our newsletter going!
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Director’s Corner


-By Mr. Tommy Bourlier





And just like the Energizer Bunny, the ole MA Newsletter just keeps going and going and going.  It’s true that the originator of the newsletter has gone on, but thanks to the able hands of SFC Thomas Woods and SSG Dan Seymour, your newsletter has taken on new life.  Many thanks to Tom and Dan for their willingness to keep this going.  It certainly is a worthy effort.


	


A number of hot items are presently being worked within the mortuary affairs community.  The one of these is decontamination of biologically contaminated remains.  Irradiation has been used to defeat Anthrax spores in mail.  We are presently looking at using irradiation to defeat some of the more highly contagious bio-weapons such as Small Pox and Anthrax in human remains.  The Quartermaster Combat Developments cell is presently beginning a research and development effort aimed at providing a solution to this problem.  Irradiation is one of the methods they will be exploring.


	


I want to extend hearty congratulations to all of those selected for promotion to SFC.  I think this is indicative of the quality of the MA NCO Corps.  You are selected for promotion based on your demonstrated ability to perform at the next higher grade.  You should be proud of your accomplishment. Congratulations.


______________________________________________________________________


    


�





SGM’s Corner





Congratulations:


  To all the Sergeant First Class promotee's, you are the future First Sergeants and Sergeants Majors in the Mortuary Affairs career field. Performing vital functions that only a few can. "Train to lead to lead to train" NCO's make it happen. Again congratulation.


 


Congratulations:


 54th Quartermaster Company for a mission well done in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.












































”Blessed is the leader who seeks the best for those he serves.”


~Unknown
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CILHI NEWS


The U.S. Army Central Identification Laboratory located at Hickam Air Force Base in Hawaii recently sent teams around the world in hopes of bringing home American servicemen unaccounted-for from World War II.


Alaska


	A CILHI search and recovery team deployed July 25 to Alaska to excavate the crash site of a World War II PBY-5 aircraft that went down in 1942 with seven service members. 


The recovery effort was conducted on the Alaskan Aleutian Island of Kiska. The team first arrives on Adak Island where it loaded approximately 8,000 pounds of equipment aboard a chartered boat. The boat carried the team, its equipment and a helicopter to Kiska Island. The team stayed aboard the boat for the duration of the three-week excavation, using the helicopter to reach the site located at an elevation of 2,750 feet on the northwest side of the Kiska Volcano.


According to military records, a U.S. search team located the aircraft wreckage in 1943 and buried all service members in a common grave at the crash site. Attempts were made in 1946 and 1947 to recover the service members but teams could not reach the site due to heavy snow. The CILHI team conducted the recovery at the optimal time of year when the snow and ice accumulation was at its lowest.


CILHI analysts had been working with the professor who initially discovered the aircraft wreckage in 2001, while he was on Kiska Island conducting unrelated research. 


The recovery team consisted of nine members who possess highly specialized skills in forensic anthropology, logistics, photography, medicine, explosive ordnance disposal and mortuary affairs.


Papua New Guinea


A search and recovery team from CILHI deployed to Papua New Guinea on Aug. 1, to excavate a crash site of  a World War II B-24D aircraft that went down in 1943 with nine service members. This is the same site a previous CILHI team attempted to excavate in May when operations were suspended after the helicopter contracted by CILHI crashed. 


     	The 11-member CILHI recovery team who conducted the excavation of the B-24D consisted of a team leader, team sergeant, two medics, two forensic anthropologists, an explosive ordnance disposal technician, a photographer, and several mortuary affairs specialists. CILHI located the crash site in the mountains near Yalumet Village in the Morobe Province during an investigation in April 2002. 


The B-24 bomber and its crew are believed to have belonged to the 43rd Bomb Group, 63rd Bomb Squadron. The aircraft left Dobodura, New Guinea on an armed reconnaissance mission flying over Kavieng, New Ireland and was returning to Dobodura when it disappeared. A pilot, co-pilot, navigator, bombardier, and five gunners were aboard. 


The 35-day deployment was challenging as the team base camped near the site that was located at an elevation of approximately 10,800 feet.   





Germany


Search and recovery operations began in mid August in Europe as a 13-member team from CILHI deployed for almost two months to sites in Germany to bring home remains of American servicemen lost during World War II. The team first headed to an area in Westeregeln, Germany to conduct recovery operations and then moved to Elsnig, Germany investigating a possible crash site.


The recovery effort in Westeregeln concentrated on the remains of nine crewmen who were aboard a B-24J that was shot down in the summer of 1944. The aircraft from the 856th Bombardment Squadron, 492nd Bombardment Group, went down during a bombarding mission near Bernberg, Germany. German aircraft attacked and destroyed the formation of 13 B-24s.


Once the recovery mission was completed the CILHI team set off to Elsnig to investigate the loss of a P-38J pilot from the 428th Fighter Squadron, 474th Fighter Group. The aircraft was lost during a dive-bombing mission in April 1945. The suspected crash site was believed to have been located in a restricted area of the former East Germany limiting access until recently. In April 2003 CILHI received information on the possible crash site.




















� HYPERLINK "http://www.dtic.mil/dpmo/special/2000_annual_report_021.jpg" \t "_top" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.dtic.mil/dpmo/special/2000_annual_report_021.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����

















�”The main characteristics of effective leadership are intelligence, integrity or loyalty, mystique, humor, discipline, courage, self sufficieny and confidence.”


~James L. Fisher
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54th QM Company Change of Command


15 August 2003 –





The 54th Quartermaster Company recently held a Change of Command ceremony for outgoing commander CPT Brooks Brenkus and incoming commander CPT Rod Secor. We wish CPT Brooks Brenkus good luck in his future assignment, and we thank him for the time spent at the 54th. CPT Brenkus was commander of the company during the crucial role it played in the Operations Enduring Freedom / Iraqi Freedom.
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SUPPORT OUR DEPLOYED 92M’S! SEND YOUR CARE PACKAGES TO:





ANY SOLDIER


TMEP�54TH QM CO�CAMP WOLF�APO AE  09336





ANY SOLDIER


HHC 64TH CSG�54TH QM MORTUARY AFFAIRS�UNIT # 92663�APO AE  09323-2663





ANY SOLDIER


101ST CSG, 561ST CSB


MORTUARY AFFAIRS TEAM�HHD 561ST, CSB�APO AE  09325





ANY SOLDIER


54TH QM CO�APO AE  09335











� HYPERLINK "http://www.army.mil" \t "_blank" ����








“Management is doing things right; leadership is doing the right things.”�~ Peter F. Drucker
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Photos from the Front:


�INCLUDEPICTURE "../Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/4DEBEJO7/DSC00016.JPG" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��� 
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Collection Point team in Northern Iraq; June 2003


�


Southern Iraq, May 2003


That’s all for this issue, we hope to see more people contribute for our upcoming issue, due soon. Look for an all new print and web version of the newsletter next quarter.


- editors


























�”Wisdom is knowing what to do next, skill is knowing how to do it, and virtue is doing it.”


~David Starr Jordan












































































































































MAC Director
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September is POW/MIA Recognition Month
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“I don't measure a man's success by how high he climbs but how high he bounces when he hits bottom.”�~ General George S. Patton        
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Army Values


Loyalty


Duty


Respect


Selfless Service


Honor


Integrity


Personal Courage
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“Patriotism is not short, frenzied outbursts of emotion, but the tranquil and steady dedication of a lifetime.”�~ Adlai Stevenson

















    
























































MA Safety Corner


-SFC Thomas Woods





Since West Nile virus (WNV) was first isolated in 1937, it has been known to cause asymptomatic infection and fevers in humans in Africa, West Asia, and the Middle East.  Human and animal infections were not documented in the Western Hemisphere until 1999.  In 1999 and 2000, outbreaks of WNV encephalitis (inflammation of the brain) were reported in persons living in the New York City metropolitan area, New Jersey, and Connecticut.  In these two years, 83 human cases do WNV illness were reported; 9 died.  In 2001, human infection with WNV occurred in 10 states with 66 cases and 9 deaths.  In 2002, WNV activity spread to 44 states, with 4,156 human cases and 284 deaths.





WNV is transmitted to humans through mosquito bites.  Mosquitoes become infected when they feed on infected birds that have high levels of WNV in their blood.  Infected mosquitoes can then transmit WNV when the feed on human or other animals.





WNV is not transmitted from person to person and there is no evidence that a person can get infected by handling live or dead infected birds.  But, to add a further level of safety, if birds or other potentially infected animals must be handled, a protective barrier (e.g., gloves, inverted plastic bags) should be used.





Most WNV infected humans have no symptoms.  A small proportion develops mild symptoms that include fever, headache, body aches, skin rash and swollen lymph glands.  Less than 1% of infected people develop more severe illness that includes meningitis or encephalitis.  The symptoms of these illnesses can include headache, high fever, neck stiffness, stupor, disorientation, coma, tremors, convulsions, muscle weakness, and paralysis.  Of the few people that develop encephalitis, a small proportion die but, overall, this is estimated to occur in less than 1 out of 1000 infections.





There is no specific treatment for WNV infection or vaccine to prevent it.  Treatment of severe illnesses includes hospitalization, use of intravenous fluids and nutrition, respiratory support, prevention of secondary infections, and good nursing care.  Medical care should be sought as soon as possible for persons who have symptoms suggesting severe illness.





Individuals can reduce their contacts with mosquitoes by taking these actions:





When outdoors, wear clothing that covers the skin such as long sleeve shirts and pants, apply effective insect repellent to clothing and exposed skin, and curb outside activity during the hours that  mosquitoes are feeding which often includes dawn and dusk.  In addition, screens should be applied to doors and windows and regularly maintained to keep mosquitoes from entering the home.  Keep all area around your home free of standing water.





The biggest concentration of positive WNV readings in birds is found in:


Virginia, Louisiana, Arizona, and Connecticut.





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://whyfiles.org/shorties/085fast_evolution/images/mosquito.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���











Belgium and Albania 


A team of specialists from CILHI also deployed to Belgium and Albania to conduct recovery operations involving unaccounted-for American service members from World War II. 


The 10-member CILHI team consisted of a team leader, team sergeant, medic, a forensic anthropologist, an explosive ordnance disposal technician, a photographer and three additional mortuary affairs specialists. 


The nearly two-month deployment began on Aug. 15 as left Hawaii for Belgium. The team excavated a crash site in Retie, Belgium after which they traveled to several isolated burial sites in Shepr, Albania.  


The recovery mission in Belgium was for the missing pilot of a C-47A Skytrain from the 9th Troop Carrier Command who was shot down in the fall of 1944. Shortly after take-off from the United Kingdom on a paradrop mission, the aircraft crossed enemy lines and sustained a direct hit from small arms anti-aircraft fire. Subsequently the aircraft crashed and 14 onboard were accounted-for with the exception of the pilot. 


Following the Belgium mission the team headed to Shepr, Albania to focus on the missing crew of a C-47A from the 28th Troop Carrier Squadron, 60th Troop Carrier Group. During the summer of 1944, while conducting a re-supply mission to Albania the C-47A crashed. The aircraft and its crew of five Americans and one British soldier went down in a mountainous region. Reports indicated that several days after the crash Albanian partisans recovered remains from the crash site and buried the group with honors in a churchyard. Following the war, access for recovery teams into Albania was restricted; recently CILHI received information on the location of the burials. 


Upon completion of the European missions the teams returned to the laboratory where the largest staff of forensic anthropologists in the world began analysis on the recovered remains and artifacts. While the recovery and identification process may take years, the CILHI staff remains committed and dedicated to bringing home those who gave their lives while serving their country. 


CILHI has identified more than 1,120 individuals previously listed as unaccounted-for since it began operations in 1973. There are more than 78,000 Americans unaccounted-for from World War II with approximately 35,000 deemed recoverable. The others are lost over water or entombed in their sunken vessel.  





�


-Colin Powell takes time to pose with a CILHI Recovery team while visiting Vietnam.
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