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SL1 01292009  
 
Airdrop Malfunction Report Type: Personnel Static Line Report 
Unit Address: HQ USSOCOM 7701 Tampa Point Blvd MacDill AFB, FL 33621 
Branch of Service: Army 
Contact Email: robert.andersonjr1@us.army.mil 
Type of Report: Incident 
Type of Loss: Class A - Fatality  
Unit Being Airlifted: HQ USSOCOM 
Departure Airfield: MacDill AFB, FL 
Type of Aircraft: C-130 
Other Type of Aircraft: N/A 
Aircraft Serial Number: 947315 
Airlift Unit: 302nd Airlift Wing/ Colorado Spring, CO 
Drop Zone Name - Location: Tanker/ MacDill AFB, FL 
Date of Airdrop: 01/29/2009 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 130 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 1,500 AGL 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 10 ft 
Surface Winds KTS: 4-6 knots 
Visibility Feet - Miles: unrestricted 
Type of Parachute: MC1-1D 
Type of Reserve: SLCP MIRPS 
Reserve Function Properly: N/A 
Main Parachute Age: 12 yrs 5 months 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: Sep 97 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: Aug 96 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 3 Dec 08 
Main Parachute Serial Number: 33118 
Main Parachute Number of Jumps: Unknown 
Type of Malfunction: Water Landing 
Type of Malfunction-Incident - Specify: Jumper landed off DZ in a lake 
Jumpers Name - Grade - Unit:  
Jumpers Height and Weight: 70", 183 lbs 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: N/A 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: MC1-1D, MIRPS SLCP, LPU-10, ACH 
Jumpers Position - Pass - Stick - Position: 1st Pass/ 1st Stick/ 9th Jumper 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 12 
 
Resulting Injury: SM was pronounced dead at 10:47 AM. Cause of death was 
drowning. 
 
Description of Suspected - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: SM was 
number 9 in a stick of 12 jumpers.  SM exited on the 1st pass of an over the ramp 
operation. SM was observed running with the wind during his entire descent to a 
point off the installation and performed a water landing.  SM was last seen 
swimming toward the shore without his LPU-10 deployed.  SM was recovered 55 
minutes later and was not responsive. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: Investigation concluded the incident 
was caused by a series of inaccurate airdrop calculations, delays in the 
execution of the airdrop sequence, late green light, late red light, and the 
jumper running with the wind and failure to employ his LPU-10 prior to landing in 
the water.  Substantial contributing factors were the failure to identify Gadsen 
Lake as a water obstacle within 1000 meters of the DZ on the DZ survey thus no 
manned safety boat for the water obstacles.  Investigation show that the items 
worn by the SM were not a contributing factor and worked as designed  
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SL2 12122009 
 
Airdrop Malfunction Report Type: Personnel Static Line Report 
Unit Address: 43 Operation Support Squadron 1182 Hurst Dr. Pope AFB NC 28308 
Branch of Service: Air Force 
Contact Email: paul.spear@pope.af.mil 
Type of Report: Incident 
Type of Loss: Class N/A -- None of the Above 
Unit Being Airlifted: 18 ASOG Pope AFB NC 
Departure Airfield: Pope AFB NC 
Type of Aircraft: C-130 
Other Type of Aircraft: N/A 
Aircraft Serial Number: 840213 
Airlift Unit: 142 AS DELAWARE ANG 
Drop Zone Name - Location: LUZON/FT. BRAGG NC 
Date of Airdrop: 12/12/2008 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 130 KNOTS 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 1250 AGL 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 420 FEET 
Surface Winds KTS: 10 KNOTS 
Visibility Feet - Miles: SKY CLEAR 
Type of Parachute: MC1-1C 
Type of Reserve: MIRPS 
Main Parachute Age: UNKNOWN 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: UNKNOWN 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: UNKNOWN 
Main Parachute Repack Date: UNKNOWN 
Main Parachute Serial Number: UNKNOWN 
Main Parachute Number of Jumps: UNKNOWN 
Type of Malfunction: Miss Drop Zone 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: JUMPER DEPARTED AIRCRAFT AFTER RED IGHT 
Jumpers Name - Grade - Unit:  
Jumpers Height and Weight: UNKNOWN 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: UNKNOWN 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: UNKNOWN 
Jumpers Position: Pass/Stick/Position: LAST/LEFT DOOR/2ND PASS 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 20 
Resulting Injury: NO INJURIES 
 
Description of Suspected - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: THIS 
personnel drop was carp directed and briefed by the aircrew to the jumpmasters. 
All time advisories were accomplished prior to green light.  The jumpmaster 
stated that he held his jumpers for a few seconds due to visual cues for drop 
zone not matching terrain (trees).  After jumpmaster's visual cues for drop 
looked good, jumpers exited the aircraft.  As the jumpmaster, he was last to exit 
the aircraft and stated he was not sure if the jump light was red.  Jumper 
reported that he had twists from pack tray to parachute canopy but was able to 
gain control.  He noticed he was drifting east and turned into the wind, drifting 
at a good pace.  He dumped air, but drifted over the road at the trailing edge of 
the DZ.  Jumper landed 270 yards from trailing edge of the dz.  Aircrew, DZCO and 
other jumpmaster on this drop stated the delay after green light was 8-10 
seconds.  Loadmaster at door estimated the last jumper exited 4-5 seconds after 
red light.  
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: Suspected cause of this incident is as 
follows; Jumpmaster misread his visual cues for Luzon DZ -jumpmaster exited 
aircraft after red light 
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SL3 02272009 
 
Airdrop Malfunction Report Type: Personnel Static Line Reporting 
Unit Address: 2d Reconnaissance Battalion Bld A-71, Camp Lejeune NC 28542 
Branch of Service: Marine Corps 
Contact Email: steven.b.pope@usmc.mil 
Type of Report: Incident 
Type of Loss: Class C -- Loss of 20,000 to 200,000 Dollars, Loss Time Injury 
Unit Being Airlifted: 2d Reconnaissance Battalion 
Departure Airfield: North Raleigh Airport, Louisburg, NC 
Type of Aircraft: Casa 212 
Aircraft Serial Number: 291 
Airlift Unit: Rampart Aviation 
Drop Zone Name - Location: North Raleigh Airport/Louisburg, NC 
Date of Airdrop: 02/27/09 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 115 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 6500 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 350 
Surface Winds KTS: 10 
Visibility Feet - Miles: Unlimited 
Type of Parachute: Choose One 
Other Type of Parachute - Specify: MMPS DBSL 
Type of Reserve: Choose One 
Other Type of Reserve: MMPS/HR360 
Reserve Function Properly: N/A 
Main Parachute Age: 3 years 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: Jan 07 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: Jan 06 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 2/26/09 
Main Parachute Serial Number: 000269 
Main Parachute Number of Jumps: 9 
Type of Malfunction: Tree Landing 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: Off drop zone tree landing 
Jumpers Name - Grade - Unit:  
Jumpers Height and Weight: 68, 170 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: N/A 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: None 
Jumpers Position- pass/Stick/Position: 2/3/6 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 16 
 
Resulting Injury: The parachutist broke his femur upon landing. 
 
Description of Suspected - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: The 
parachutist failed to find an appropriate alternate landing zone.  The jumper 
attempted to land his canopy in an opening less than 50X50m.  His canopy struck 
tree limbs, which caused it to lose lift.  The jumper dropped approximately 35 ft 
and impacted the ground. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: The jumper was participating in a MMPS 
double bag static line course conducted by TECOM.  The jumper encountered high 
winds at altitude and ran with the wind past the drop zone.  He then tried to 
drive back to the DZ instead of finding a large alternate landing area.  The 
jumper's canopy struck the trees and he failed to execute a proper PLF which 
resulted in the broken femur.  The jumper failed to follow the rest of the stick, 
who all landed on the DZ.   
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SL4 03252009 
 
Airdrop Malfunction Report Type: Personnel Static Line Report 
Unit Address: 612th QM Company, BLDG D-1457 Canopy Lane, FT Bragg, NC 28310 
Branch of Service: Army 
Contact Email: kenneth.kolbo@us.army.mil 
Type of Report: Incident 
Type of Loss: Class C -- Loss of 20,000 to 200,000 Dollars, Loss Time Injury 
Unit Being Airlifted: 20th ENG BDE 
Departure Airfield: Pope AFB, NC 
Type of Aircraft: C-17 
Airlift Unit: 437th AW, Charleston AFB, SC 
Drop Zone Name - Location: Sicily DZ, FBNC 
Date of Airdrop: 03/25/2009 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 130 knots 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 800' 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 312’ MSL 
Surface Winds KTS: 5-9 knots 
Visibility Feet - Miles: 6 miles 
Type of Parachute: T-10D 
Type of Reserve: SLCP MIRPS 
Main Parachute Age: 12 years and 8 months 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: FEB 00 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: JUL 96 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 10 DEC 08 
Main Parachute Serial Number: 28555 
Main Parachute Number of Jumps: 33 
Type of Malfunction: Reserve Activation 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: Mid-altitude entanglement with higher 
jumper sustaining lower back injury, higher jumpers reserve activated after 
impacting the ground 
Jumpers Name - Grade - Unit:  
Jumpers Height and Weight: 5’8”, 160 lbs. 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: 10 lbs. 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: ACUS, Advanced Combat Helmet, Camel Back 
Jumpers Position/Pass/Stick/Position: #15, Right door, 2nd pass, 3rd Aircraft 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 11 
 
Resulting Injury: Lower back injury 
 
Description of Suspected - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: Jumper A 
exited from a C-17 aircraft. Upon his 2nd point of performance he noticed several 
twists in his risers and took appropriate action to remove them. Immediately 
after removing the twists, jumper B’s canopy collided with him. By both jumpers 
statements, Jumper A was the higher jumper and Jumper B was the lower jumper. 
Neither jumper was able to free themselves from the entanglement before impacting 
the ground. Jumper B landed without further incident. Due to extreme darkness, 
Jumper A misjudged his expected time of impact and made an improper PLF. He 
sustained injuries to his lower back which left him unable to stand. He was 
checked by medical personnel and removed from the DZ by ground MEDEVAC. Nearby 
jumpers had collected all parachute equipment and placed it into the aviators kit 
bag before Malfunctions arrived at the impact location. A statement was made by 
several personnel that the reserve parachute had activated after Jumper A had 
landed. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: A weak exit by Jumper A resulted in 
riser twist.  This took his focus away from maintaining separation from his 
fellow jumpers. Jumper B also did not take action to maintain separation from 
other jumpers. 
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These pictures are of the reserve parachutes from Jumper A  the injured jumper. From these pictures, 
the close grouping of the suspension lines and v-tabs show that the canopy was not inflated. The 
proximity of the lower lateral band is where it would be in a packed configuration.  
 
This reserve canopy was gathered by another jumper before malfunctions arrived on location. All 
components were gathered in the immediate vicinity. 
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SL5 04142009 
Airdrop Malfunction Report Type: Personnel Static Line Report 
Unit Address: 612th QM Company; BLDG D-1457 Canopy Lane; Fort Bragg, NC 28310 
Branch of Service: Army 
Contact Email: kenneth.kolbo@us.army.mil 
Type of Report: Incident 
Unit Being Airlifted: 82nd Sustainment Brigade, FT Bragg, NC 
Departure Airfield: Pope AFB, NC 
Type of Aircraft: C-130 
Aircraft Serial Number: N/A 
Airlift Unit: 19th AW, Little Rock AFB, AR 
Drop Zone Name - Location: Sicily DZ, FBNC 
Date of Airdrop: 04/14/2009 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 130 knots 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 800’ AGL 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet / MSL: 312’ 
Surface Winds KTS: 3-5 knots 
Visibility Feet - Miles: 4 miles 
Type of Parachute: T-10D 
Type of Reserve: SLCP MIRPS 
Reserve Function Properly: YES 
Main Parachute Age: 11 years and 3 months 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: APR 02 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: JAN 98 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 29 DEC 08 
Main Parachute Serial Number: 32954 
Main Parachute Number of Jumps: 17 
Type of Malfunction: MIRPS Activation 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: A jumper activated his reserve after 
colliding with another jumper and finding himself at a low altitude 
Jumpers Name - Grade - Unit:  
Jumpers Height and Weight: 5’6”/165 lbs. 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: 10 lbs. 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: ACUs, Advanced Combat Helmet 
Jumpers Position Pass/Stick/Position: #7, Left door, 1st pass,  
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 32 
 
Description of Suspected Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: On 14 APR 09 
at approximately 1230 hrs, Jumper A exited from a C-130 aircraft.  Upon time to 
begin his 2nd point of performance Jumper B collided with fellow jumper A.  
Jumper B had twists in the suspension lines and was unable to take action to 
avoid collision.  The collision initially left Jumper A as the lower jumper and 
Jumper B as the higher jumper.  The canopy of Jumper B quickly deflated and 
caused Jumper B to drop lower than Jumper A.  While Jumper B dropped to a lower 
position, the canopy caught on the feet of Jumper A.  They remained in this 
position for a brief period until Jumper A was able to kick off the attached 
canopy.  From there the two broke free and began to drift apart.  The two jumpers 
again collided at roughly 200’ AGL.  Jumper A found himself directly under Jumper 
B’s canopy and decided to activate his reserve due to the low altitude.  The 
reserve had a slow activation and the two jumpers again separated shortly 
afterward.  Both jumpers landed without any injury.  An inspection of Jumper A’s 
canopy revealed no notable deficiencies.  Jumper B’s canopy had multiple holes 
and stretching at the lower end of Gore #8 & 9.  These damages are consistent 
with catching onto Jumper A’s feet while the canopy had deflated. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: A simultaneous exit based on the 
positions of both jumpers involved in the entanglement. Jumper A was left #7 and 
Jumper B was right #6. 
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SL6 04252009 
 
Airdrop Malfunction Report Type: Personnel Static Line Report 
Unit Address: 17800 Camp Williams Road, Riverton, Utah 
Branch of Service: Army 
Contact Email: robert.ingledew@us.army.mil 
Type of Report: Incident 
Type of Loss: Class N/A - None of the Above 
Unit Being Airlifted: 19th SFGA 
Departure Airfield: Ashau DZ Utah 
Type of Aircraft: UH-60 
Airlift Unit: 211 AVN BN 
Drop Zone Name - Location: Ashau Utah 
Date of Airdrop: 04/25/2009 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 90 KTS 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 1500 AGL 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 5200 MSL 
Surface Winds KTS: 0-5 
Visibility Feet - Miles: unlimited 
Type of Parachute: SF10A 
Type of Reserve: SLCP MIRPS 
Reserve Function Properly: YES 
Main Parachute Age: 4 Years 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: March 2006 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: May 2005 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 03 March 2009 
Main Parachute Serial Number: SA5230 
Main Parachute Number of Jumps: 8 
Type of Malfunction: MIRPS Activation 
Jumpers Name - Grade - Unit:  
Jumpers Height and Weight: 68/150 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: 0 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: None 
Jumpers Position  Pass/Stick/Position: 1/1/2 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: approx 15 
Resulting Injury: None 
 
Description of Suspected - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred:  Jumper had 
normal exit from the UH60 aircraft.  Jumper gained full main canopy after normal 
4-6 seconds but appeared to have suspension line twists.  Jumper performed 
immediate action for the line twists.  After becoming untwisted the jumper 
noticed something entangled in the suspension lines.  The jumper activated his 
reserve canopy shortly afterward. The jumper landed with no complications. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: Portions of the main deployment bag 
were found in main suspension lines. It was determined that a stow hook was the 
cause.   
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SL7 05132009 
Airdrop Malfunction Report Type: Personnel Static Line Report 
Unit Address: 1st SFG (A), Ft. Lewis WA 98433 
Branch of Service: Army 
Contact Email: luis.e.feliciano@us.army.mil 
Type of Report: Malfunction 
Type of Loss: Class N/A -- None of the Above 
Unit Being Airlifted: 1st SFG (A) 
Departure Airfield: McChord, AFB 
Type of Aircraft: C-130 
Other Type of Aircraft: N/A 
Aircraft Serial Number: UNK 
Airlift Unit: UNK 
Drop Zone Name - Location: Rogers DZ, FT Lewis 
Date of Airdrop: 05/13/2009 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 130 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 1250 ft AGL 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 417 ft. MSL 
Surface Winds KTS: 3kts 
Visibility Feet - Miles: 3 miles 
Type of Parachute: MC-6 
Other Type of Parachute - Specify: N/A 
Type of Reserve: T-11R 
Other Type of Reserve: N/A 
Reserve Function Properly: YES 
Main Parachute Age: 7 months 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: Feb 09 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: Sep 08 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 17 April 09 
Main Parachute Serial Number: 13981 
Main Parachute Number of Jumps: 2 
Type of Malfunction: Cigarette Roll 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: Video footage will be available 
Jumpers Name - Grade - Unit:  
Jumpers Height and Weight: 73" 160lbs 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: 46 lbs (Parachutes only) 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: No additional equipment 
Jumpers Position Pass/Stick/Position: 1/9/Port side/ 2nd Lift 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 7 
Resulting Injury: No injuries; jumper landed on the DZ with both canopies fully 
inflated.  
 
Description of Suspected - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: As the 
paratrooper exited the aircraft (ramp), Jumper A’s MC6 did not properly inflate. 
The jumper stated that as he exited the aircraft he found himself upside down and 
with a leg wrapped around his suspension lines. After his 4 second count he 
realized that his parachute did not inflate, so he deployed his T11 Reserve. The 
jumper behind him was Jumper B; Jumper B wrote in his sworn statement that he 
followed Jumper A out of the aircraft and saw the Jumper A stutter step before 
exiting and fell from the aircraft head first. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: Improper exit from the aircraft caused 
the Jumper A to go into a spin that twisted the suspension lines half the total 
length of suspension line.  This prevented the canopy from completely opening and 
increased his rate of descent.  The jumper counted to four and pulled his 
reserve; the main canopy completely inflated and showed signs of twisted 
suspension lines.  All actions were captured on video and will be forward to Ft. 
Lee, QMCS.      
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SL8 06022009 
Airdrop Malfunction Report Type: Personnel Static Line Report 
Unit Address: 7701 Tampa Point Blvd MacDill Air Force Base, FL 33621 
Branch of Service: Army 
Contact Email: robert.andersonjr1@us.army.mil 
Type of Report: Incident 
Type of Loss: Class C -- Loss of 20,000 to 200,000 Dollars, Loss Time Injury 
Unit Being Airlifted: USSOCOM 
Departure Airfield: MacDill Air Force Base 
Type of Aircraft: C-17 
Aircraft Serial Number: 00189 
Airlift Unit: 437th Air Wing Charleston, SC 
Drop Zone Name - Location: Tanker/ MacDill AFB, Florida 
Date of Airdrop: 06/02/2009 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 130 knots 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 1,500 AGL 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 10ft 
Surface Winds KTS: 2-4 knots 
Visibility Feet - Miles: unrestricted 
Type of Parachute: MC1-1D 
Type of Reserve: SLCP MIRPS 
Reserve Function Properly: N/A 
Main Parachute Age: 13 Yrs 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: Sep 2000 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: Jun 1996 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 13 May 2009 
Main Parachute Serial Number: 30025 
Type of Malfunction: Choose One 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: SM did not turn into the wind, 
conducted a hard landing and broke right ankle 
Jumpers Name - Grade - Unit:  
Jumpers Height and Weight: 62', 120 lbs 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: N/A 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: MC1-1D, SLCP MIRPS, ACH 
Jumpers Position  - Pass / Stick / Position: 7th Pass, 7th Stick, 2nd Jumper 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 49 
 
Resulting Injury: Right ankle broken 
 
Description of Suspected - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: SM was 
observed running with the wind and did not turn into the wind before coming in 
contact with the ground. SM was stabilized on the DZ by the medic on site and was 
taking by ambulance to Tampa General Hospital and was found to have broken right 
ankle. SM will undergo surgery.  
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: SM did not turn into the wind as 
briefed causing an increase in speed. If SM had followed procedures giving during 
Sustained Airborne Training (SAT), the chances of this incident happening 
would've been greatly reduced.  
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SL9 03062009 
 
Type Of Report: Malfunction 
Unit Being Airlift: 2 BCT  
Type Of Aircraft: C-130 
Airlift Unit:  
Drop Zone: Nijmegen Dz, Fort Bragg, Nc 
Date Of Airdrop: 1000 03 Jun 09 
Aircraft Speed: 130 Knots 
Aircraft Altitude: 800’ AGL 
Drop Zone Elevation (Feet/MSL): 426 MSL 
Surface Winds: 3-5 Knots 
Visibility: Clear 
Type Of Parachute:  T-10d 
Main Parachute Age:  5yrs 
Main Parachute PIS:  Dec 2003 
Main Parachute Dom:  Nov 2003 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 07 Apr 2009 
Main Parachute SN: 1780 
Parachute Number Of Jumps (Estimate): 25 
Type Of Reserve: SLCP 
SLCP Parachute Age: 8 Yrs 
SLCP Parachute PIS: Nov 2006 
SLCP Parachute DOM: Mar 2001 
SLCP Parachute Repack Date: 17 Nov 2008 
SLCP Parachute SN: 18887 
SLCP Parachute Number Of Jumps (Estimate):  3 
Type Of Incident: Main Parachute Malfunction; Reserve Parachute Activated 
Type Of Incident Specify: Left Canopy Release Assembly Became Unattached Between 
First And Second Point Of Performance  
Jumper’s Name, Grade, Unit:  
Jumper’s Height And Weight: 70” / 180 Lbs 
Jumper’s Equipment Worn: ACU’s, ACH,  
Equipment Weight: N/A 
Jumper’s Position: Left Door, 3rd Jumper; 2nd Pass 
Jumper’s Number Of Jumps: 11 
Redeployed Within Last 90 Days: No 
Jumper’s Date Of Last Jump:  31 Apr 2009 
Injuries: Cut On The Inner Bottom Of Right Ear; Required Stitches 
 
Description of Suspected - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: 03 Jun 09, 
line 3100; Jumper #3, Left Door, 2nd pass of A Co 407th BSB exited the aircraft and 
during the first and second points of performance the left canopy release 
assembly (CRA) came undone.  After the CRA came undone the Jumper’s main 
parachute had no lift capability.  Jumper pulled the reserve parachute which 
fully inflated.  Jumper landed safely under a fully deployed reserve. Jumper 
sustained a cut behind his right ear which required two stitches.    
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: 03 Jun 09, line 3100; Jumper #3, Left 
Door, 2nd pass of A Co 407th BSB. Jumper stated that after receiving the parachute 
from the parachute NCOIC at green ramp Jumper did not conduct an overall 
inspection on the system before donning the equipment. The Jumpmaster who 
performed JMPI on Jumper stated that there were no deficiencies on any of the 
jumpers JMPI. JM couldn’t remember specifically inspecting Jumper equipment but 
Jumper stated that individual was the jumpmaster which conducted JMPI on the 
Jumper equipment.  Jumper stated he did not check equipment after given the 
command “Check Equipment” in the aircraft.  Jumper stated that when he exited the 
aircraft his eyes were closed and he did not keep his chin on his chest during 
the first point of performance.  Jumper also stated that something hit the right 
side of his ACH during the first point of performance and he sustained a minor 
cut on the inside of his right ear which required two stitches. The right side of 
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the Modified Chinstrap Assembly on his Advance Combat Helmet (ACH) was the only 
piece of equipment stained with blood. During the second point of performance, 
Jumper and Jumper B, of A Co 2-325th Parachute Infantry Regiment 2nd  BDE (#3 RD) 
both stated that they experienced a few twists during their second point of 
performance.  Upon removing the twists, both jumpers lost awareness of fellow 
jumpers and did not maintain a 50 foot separation between jumpers. According to 
the Malfunction NCO; Jumper and Jumper B briefly collided sometime between the 
first and second point of performance and as they separated he noticed that 
Jumper’s canopy lost lift capability before the chute had time to fully inflate. 
Also according to the Malfunction NCO, Jumper’s parachute was fully elongated and 
the canopy was approx 30-50 percent inflated at the time of the collision. Jumper 
stated that his left side; about chest level, collided with the lower portion of 
another jumper’s B canopy.  Jumper stated that his left canopy release assembly 
snagged on something near the lower lateral band and anti-inversion net / 
suspension lines area.  Upon contact with the Jumper B’s canopy, Jumper stated 
that his left canopy release assembly immediately became unattached, and the main 
canopy lost its lift capability.  Jumper 3, Jumper 2 RD, stated that after Jumper  
exited the aircraft he saw Jumper parallel to Jumper B, and then Jumper descended 
past Jumper B with no lift capabilities. Jumper 3 also stated after Jumper’s 
parachute lost lift capability he saw Jumper grab his right riser with both 
hands, hesitate for a second, and then Jumper activated his reserve parachute. 
Jumper 3 estimates Jumper appeared to have activated his reserve parachute 
approximately 150 feet from the ground.  Jumper landed safely on the DZ under a 
fully inflated reserve parachute. The malfunction NCO did not capture the 
incident on video nor did he take pictures of the situation.  The malfunction NCO 
lost control of the scene by allowing another jumper to collect and bag the 
parachute before he could finish his investigation.  The Malfunction NCO 
collected Jumper’s equipment and returned it to the parachute pack shed.  100% 
TRI was done on the parachute system by the Pack Technician along with two 
additional Senior Airdrop Technicians (CW3/CW4). During the 100% TRI a minor hole 
(less than a dime size) was found near the apex end of the parachute. The cause 
of the hole could not be determined since the parachute in question was run over 
by the medic’s vehicle during the process of them attending to the jumper. 
However the hole did not appear to be related to this incident. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
Unit:  Reinforce all actions to be performed by the jumper during an airborne 
operation. This should include but not limited the jumper checking his equipment 
before it’s donned, the jumper checking his equipment after the command of “check 
equipment” is given, and placing the emphasis of proper interval while exiting 
the aircraft.  Stress situational awareness throughout the entire airborne 
operation and emergency procedures in the event of an entanglement. The jumper 
should attend refresher training since the jumper did not inspect his equipment 
prior to donning his equipment or during jump commands in the aircraft. 
 
Malfunction/Investigation:  Retrain Malfunction NCO on properly documenting 
incidents and maintaining control of the investigation site IAW AR 59-4 CH 3 
Appendix B. 
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SL10 17062009 
 
Airdrop Malfunction Report Type: Personnel Static Line Report 
Unit Address: Caserma Ederle Vicenza, Italy 
Branch of Service: Army 
Contact Email: shawn.mccauleycook@us.army.mil 
Type of Report: Incident 
Type of Loss: Class N/A -- None of the Above 
Unit Being Airlifted: 2/503D, 173D ABCT 
Departure Airfield: Aviano AB, Aviano, Itlay 
Type of Aircraft: C-130 
Airlift Unit: 37th AS 
Drop Zone Name - Location: Frida 1 / Italy 
Date of Airdrop: 17/06/2009 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 130KIAS 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 1000" AGL 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 693' MSL 
Visibility Feet - Miles: Unlimited 
Type of Parachute: T-10D 
Type of Reserve: SLCP MIRPS 
Reserve Function Properly: N/A 
Main Parachute Age: 8 years 9 months 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: FEB 2002 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: SEP 2000 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 1 JUN 2009 
Main Parachute Serial Number: 36586 
Main Parachute Number of Jumps: 9 
Type of Malfunction: Choose One 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: Mid-Altitude Entanglement 
Jumpers Name - Grade - Unit:  
Jumpers Height and Weight: 68â€� 165lbs 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: N/A 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: ACUs, ACH 
Jumpers Position  - Pass - Stick - Position: left door # 19, 2nd Pass, Chalk 6 
Resulting Injury: Back pain and suspected broken leg 
 
Description of Suspected - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: The higher 
jumper, SPC Chan, failed to maintain proper separation in the air.  While his 
parachute was directly over top of the lower jumpers, SGT Hodges, canopy, his 
parachute collapsed.  He lost altitude and his leg became caught in SGT Hodges 
anti inversion net and suspension lines.  SPC Chan attempted to work climb down 
to the lower jumper, and at about 100’ AGL the two jumpers separated.  Due to SPC 
Chan being so close to the ground his parachute did not have time to fully 
inflate.  He had a hard landing and was medevaced from the DZ. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: Jumpers failed to maintain proper 
separation in the air. 
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SL11 08072009 
 
Airdrop Malfunction Report Type: Personnel Static Line Report 
Unit Address: 641 Spitfire Ave. St. Paul, MN 55111 
Branch of Service: Air Force 
Contact Email: jeffrey.wong@ang.af.mil 
Type of Report: Incident 
Type of Loss: Class N/A -- None of the Above 
Unit Being Airlifted: 275th Ranger Battalion 
Departure Airfield: Gray Army Airfield 
Type of Aircraft: C-130 
Aircraft Serial Number: 95-1001 
Airlift Unit: 109th Airlift Squadron 
Drop Zone Name - Location: Merrill DZ 
Date of Airdrop: 08 Jul 09 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 130 IAS / 137 GS 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 1000 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 600 
Surface Winds KTS: 170 @ 15 
Visibility Feet - Miles: Unrestricted 
Type of Parachute: T-10D 
Type of Reserve: Choose One 
Reserve Function Properly: N/A 
Type of Malfunction: Miss Drop Zone 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: Last jumper landed 225 yds past DZ 
trailing edge 
Jumpers Name - Grade - Unit:  
Jumpers Height and Weight: Unknown 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: Unknown 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: Combat Equipment 
Jumpers Position  - Pass - Stick - Position: 2nd pass / 2nd stick / 15 of 15 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: Unknown 
Resulting Injury: None 
 
Description of Suspected  /Malfunction /Incident /Damaged Incurred: Jumper exited 
right paratroop door approx. 4-6 seconds after red light 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: Jumper exited after red light 
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SL12 08032009 
Airdrop Malfunction Report Type: Personnel Static Line Report 
Unit Address: HHC, 75TH RSTB, 75TH RANGER REGIMENT, FORT BENNING, GA 31905 
Branch of Service: Army 
Contact Email: cody.nash@us.army.mil 
Type of Report: Malfunction 
Type of Loss: Class N/A -- None of the Above 
Unit Being Airlifted: 75TH RSTB, 75TH RANGER REGIMENT 
Departure Airfield: LAWSON ARMY AIRFIELD 
Type of Aircraft: C-130 
Aircraft Serial Number: UNKNOWN 
Airlift Unit: UNKNOWN 
Drop Zone Name - Location: FRYAR DROPZONE, FORT BENNING, GA 31905 
Date of Airdrop: 08/03/2009 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 100 KNOTS 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 1,250 FEET 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 325 MSL 
Surface Winds KTS: 5 KNOTS 
Visibility Feet - Miles: 2,100 YARDS 
Other Type of Parachute - Specify: T-11 MAIN 
Type of Reserve: T-11R 
Reserve Function Properly: YES 
Main Parachute Age: 6 MONTHS 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: 04/2009 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: 02/2009 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 06/30/2009 
Main Parachute Serial Number: 00841 
Main Parachute Number of Jumps: 1 
Type of Malfunction: Cigarette Roll 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: Complete malfunction: Cigarette Roll. 
Cause of malfunction is unknown at this time, the investigation is on going. 
Jumpers Name: Grade/Unit:  75TH RSTB, 75TH RANGER REGIMENT 
Jumpers Height and Weight: H: 73 IN. / W: 185 LBS. 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: 35 LBS. 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: ACH, RUCKSACK 
Jumpers Position  - Pass - Stick - Position: LIFT # 3, JUMPER 10 OF 12 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 11 
Resulting Injury: NONE 
 
Description of Suspected - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: Jumper 
exited the aircraft as the tenth of twelve jumpers. Upon exit and deployment of 
the main I observed the jumper's canopy fluttering in the wind not properly 
inflating.  The deployment sleeve was completely off the canopy while maintaining 
a streamer like appearance.  Approximately 8 seconds after exiting the aircraft, 
300 to 400 feet AGL, the jumper deployed his reserve parachute.  Upon activation 
of the reserve canopy the main canopy started to inflate.  The jumper then landed 
on the intended Drop Zone without injury with two fully inflated canopies. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: The cause of the malfunction is 
unknown at this time, the investigation is on going. The jumper that followed SGT 
Hull stated that he noticed him hit his shoulder on the side of the door upon 
exit which may have caused his to spin numerous times during the deployment of 
the canopy. The twists in the suspension lines may have impeded the slider from 
operating as intended. A follow up report attached below. 
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FF1 11192009 
 
Airdrop Malfunction Report Type: Military Free Fall Personnel Report 
Unit Address: 821 Blasters Cove Ft. Story, VA 23459 
Branch of Service: Navy 
Contact Email: charles.hashek@navy.mil 
Type of Report: Incident 
Type of Loss: Class N/A -- None of the Above 
Unit Being Airlifted: EODTEU 
Departure Airfield: Pinal Air Park Mirana, AZ 
Type of Aircraft: C-130 
Aircraft Serial Number: 800326 
Airlift Unit: 165AW 
Drop Zone Name - Location: Eloy AZ, Skydive, Arizona 
Date of Airdrop: 11/19/2008 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 130 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 12500 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 1500 
Surface Winds KTS: 2 
Visibility Feet - Miles: unlimited 
Type of Parachute: Choose One 
Other Type of Parachute - Specify: MT-2-FF 
Type of Reserve: Choose One 
Other Type of Reserve: MT-2 
Reserve Function Properly: Choose One 
Main Parachute Age: 5 yrs old 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: April 2003 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: Feb 2003 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 19 Nov 2008 
Main Parachute Serial Number: slx 237 
Main Parachute Number of Jumps: 68 
Type of Malfunction: Choose One 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: Parachutist cut neck on landing 
Jumpers Name - Grade - Unit:  
Jumpers Height and Weight: 5'11", 200lbs 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: 68lbs 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: boots, helmet, gloves, flight suit, goggles 
Jumpers Position Pass/Stick/Position: 1st pass/1st stick/3rd out 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 42 
 
Resulting Injury: Cut to neck 
 
Description of Suspected - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: Upon 
landing, the jumper cut his neck requiring 7 stitches.   Aircraft commander 
gathered all pertinent data for this report to be filed.  Aircraft commander 
called Tanker Airlift Control Center (TACC) to inform them of the injury, but was 
never connected to anyone nor was the phone call returned!!!!! 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: Performing PLF, Jumper cut neck on 
scrub brush. 
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FF2 03192009 
 
Airdrop Malfunction Report Type: Military Free Fall Personnel Report 
Unit Address: 306th RQS DMAFB Tucson AZ 85708 
Branch of Service: Air Force 
Contact Email: james.sanchez@dm.af.mil 
Type of Report: Incident 
Type of Loss: Class N/A -- None of the Above 
Unit Being Airlifted: 306th RQS 
Departure Airfield: Eloy AZ 
Type of Aircraft: OTHER 
Other Type of Aircraft: Sky Van 
Airlift Unit: Civilian 
Drop Zone Name - Location: Eloy DZ AZ 
Date of Airdrop: 3/19/2009 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 90 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 10,000  
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 1500 
Surface Winds KTS: 4 
Visibility Feet - Miles: 5 Miles 
Type of Parachute: Choose One 
Other Type of Parachute - Specify: MT-XX 
Type of Reserve: Choose One 
Other Type of Reserve: MT-XX 
Reserve Function Properly: N/A 
Main Parachute Age: NEW 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: 3/04/09 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: 3/04/09 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 3/04/09 
Main Parachute Number of Jumps: none 
Type of Malfunction: Choose One 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: N/A 
Jumpers Name - Grade - Unit:  
Jumpers Height and Weight: 5'8'' 155 lbs 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: Slick 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: N/A 
Jumpers Position  /Pass /Stick /Position: First 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 150+ 
Resulting Injury: N/A 
 
Description of Suspected  - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: Jumper had 
riser twist. Jumper landed on DZ with no incident/injury 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: Inconclusive  
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FF3 04262009 
 
Airdrop Malfunction Report Type: Military Free Fall Personnel Report 
Unit Address: 20th SFG,  
Branch of Service: Army 
Type of Report: Incident 
Unit Being Airlifted: B/1/20 
Departure Airfield: Dillard DZ, AL 
Type of Aircraft: CH-47 
Aircraft Serial Number:  
Drop Zone Name - Dillard DZ, AL 
Date of Airdrop: 04/26/2009 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 90 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 10,000 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 659 feet MSL 
Surface Winds KTS: 10 
Visibility Feet - Miles: 10 miles 
Type of Parachute: MC4-M 
Type of Reserve: MC4-R 
Reserve Function Properly: yes 
Main Parachute Age:  
Main Parachute Placed in Service:  
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture:  
Main Parachute Repack Date:  
Main Parachute Serial Number:  
Main Parachute Number of Jumps: 
Type of Malfunction: Malfunction 
Jumpers Name - Grade - Unit:  
Jumpers Height and Weight:  
Jumpers Equipment Weight: 0 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: O2/CE 
Jumpers Position / Pass / Stick / Position: 1/1/1 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 3,000 
Resulting Injury: None 
 
Description of Suspected Malfunction: HAHO exit altitude was 10,000 ft AGL with 
opening altitude of 9,000 ft AGL, due to scattered clouds at 12000 ft AGL.  Total 
suspended weight of jumper was 330 lbs.  Jumper made a diving exit and stated he 
was flat and stable at activation altitude.  Jumper stated he watched the main 
come off his back and deploy.  Jumper who has 3,000 jumps also stated, he had a 
hard opening.  Main parachute opened with the left control line ripped apart at 
the finger trap loop.  Both sides of the left finger trap loop were torn apart.  
Both control line toggles were still stowed in the keepers.  Inspection of excess 
control line inside of keepers indicated the left finger trap loop could have, 

not been centered in the toggle thong.  
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction: - Several years ago this same type malfunction 
occurred, possible causes were, instability at activation.  Note; jumper stated 
he watched his canopy deploy and watched the slider come down.  This would mean, 
he had his left shoulder down.  Another possible cause was the finger trap loop 
was not centered in toggle thong.  
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FF4 05182009 
 
Airdrop Malfunction Report Type: Military Free Fall Personnel Report 
Unit Address: 5th SFG (A) Fort Campbell KY 42223 
Branch of Service: Army 
Contact Email: Timothy.Byrne@us.army.mil 
Type of Report: Malfunction 
Type of Loss: Class N/A -- None of the Above 
Unit Being Airlifted: 4th Battalion 5th SFG (A) 
Departure Airfield: Outlaw Airfield 
Type of Aircraft: UH-60 
Other Type of Aircraft: none 
Aircraft Serial Number: N/A 
Drop Zone Name - Location: Outlaw Airfield 
Date of Airdrop: 05/18/2009 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 90 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 10,000 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 560 feet 
Surface Winds KTS: 8 KTS 
Visibility Feet - Miles: Clear (2 miles) 
Type of Parachute: Choose One 
Other Type of Parachute - Specify: MC-4 
Type of Reserve: Choose One 
Other Type of Reserve: MC-4 
Reserve Function Properly: N/A 
Main Parachute Age: 4 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: Sep 08 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: Mar 05 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 1 Apr 09 
Main Parachute Serial Number: 11349 
Main Parachute Number of Jumps: 7 
Type of Malfunction: Choose One 
 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: bridle line connecting his pilot chute 
to the MC4 parachute tore out at the stitching.  The pilot chute separated 
completely from the canopy 
Jumpers Name - Grade - Unit: 4th Battalion 5th SFG (A) Fort Campbell 
Resulting Injury: None 
 
Description of Suspected - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: At 4000 ft 
AGL soldier deployed his main canopy.  During opening shock his bridle line 
connecting his pilot chute to the MC4 parachute tore out at the stitching, the 
pilot chute separated completely from the canopy.  Main parachute still deployed 
and parachutist landed safely to the ground.  Pilot chute and deployment bag was 
recovered. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: Stitching came loose before opening 
shock which caused it to break away. 
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FF5 06172009 
 
Airdrop Malfunction Report Type: Military Free Fall Personnel Report 
Unit Address: 100 SERVAIS WAY Bldg 90531 Hurlburt Field, FL 32544 
Branch of Service: Air Force 
Contact Email: Christopher.Craig@hurlburt.af.mil 
Type of Report: Malfunction 
Type of Loss: Class N/A -- None of the Above 
Unit Being Airlifted: STTS 
Departure Airfield: Field 6 LZ, Eglin AFB Range 
Type of Aircraft: C-130 
Aircraft Serial Number: UNK 
Airlift Unit: 6TH SOS 
Drop Zone Name - Location: FIELD 6 DZ 
Date of Airdrop: 17/06/2009 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 135KIAS 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 9.5K 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 212 MSL 
Surface Winds KTS: 260@7kts 
Visibility Feet - Miles: unlimited 
Type of Parachute: Choose One 
Other Type of Parachute - Specify: MC-4 
Type of Reserve: Choose One 
Other Type of Reserve: MC-4 
Reserve Function Properly: N/A 
Main Parachute Age: MC-4 #63-5 years/6 mos and MC-4 #100-5 years/6 mos 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: MC-4 #63-Feb 09 and MC-4 #100-Jan 09 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: MC-4 #63-Nov 03 and MC-4 #100-Nov 03 
Main Parachute Repack Date: MC-4 #63- 15 Apr 09 and MC-4 #100-09 Jun 09 
Main Parachute Serial Number: MC-4 #63-M4C10714 and MC-4 #100-M4C10732 
Main Parachute Number of Jumps: MC-4 #63- 5 Jumps   and MC-4 #100-6 Jumps 
Type of Malfunction: Choose One 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: Pilot chute separation from canopy 
Jumpers Name - Grade - Unit: UNK 
Jumpers Height and Weight: UNK 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: 250 lbs 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: rucksack and weapon 
Jumpers Position  - Pass - Stick - Position: second lift, 1st pass 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: UNk 
Resulting Injury: none 
 
Description of Suspected  - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: 
During the 2nd lift/1st pass of the jump operation, eight jumpers exited the 
aircraft. Two of the pilot chutes from chutes (63, and 100) separated from the 
canopy during opening shock. Both parachutists landed safe on the ground. Jumpers 
were unaware of the loss of the pilot chutes. Both pilot chutes recovered by DZ 
recovery personnel. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: Non-reinforcement of the pilot chute 
bridle loop attachment point at the canopy. 
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FF6 06012009 
 
Airdrop Malfunction Report Type: Military Free Fall Personnel Report 
Unit Address: 601 Independence Road Hurlburt Field FL 32541 
Branch of Service: Air Force 
Contact Email: francis.friedman@hurlburt.af.mil 
Type of Report: Incident 
Type of Loss: Class D -- Loss of 2,000 to 20,000 Dollars, No Loss Time Injury 
Unit Being Airlifted: 23rd Special Tactics Squadron 
Departure Airfield: Hurlburt Field, FL 
Type of Aircraft: C-130 
Other Type of Aircraft: N/A 
Aircraft Serial Number: 1290 
Airlift Unit: 50 ALS 
Drop Zone Name - Location: Hard Luck DX E-W 
Date of Airdrop: 06/01/2009 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 130 KIAS 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 12,5000 AGL 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 62 
Surface Winds KTS: 4 
Visibility Feet - Miles: 7 miles 
Type of Parachute: Choose One 
Other Type of Parachute - Specify: MC-4 
Type of Reserve: Choose One 
Other Type of Reserve: MC-4 
Reserve Function Properly: YES 
Main Parachute Age: 8 years 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: Dec 2001 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: June 2001 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 18 mar 2009 
Main Parachute Serial Number: 9199 
Main Parachute Number of Jumps: 192 
Type of Malfunction: Choose One 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: Improper setting of military cypress 
Jumpers Name - Grade - Unit:  
Jumpers Height and Weight: 5'10 and 190 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: 60 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: Uniform, LBE 
Jumpers Position Pass/Stick/Position: Under Canopy 1st PASS/1st STICK/LAST 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 231 
Resulting Injury: None 
 
Description of Suspected - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: Cypres 
fired and engaged reserve while jumpers simultaneously pulled the main ripcord. 
Then jumpers conducted their emergency procedures and cut away the main chute.  
All jumpers landed safely on the drop zone.  
This happened to all 14 jumpers.  Their height, weight, etc. were all similar. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: Incident was due to jumpmaster not 
correctly calculating cypress setting. 
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FF7 04062009 
 
Airdrop Malfunction Report Type: Military Free Fall Personnel Report 
Unit Address: GSSC 7th SFG (A) Ft Bragg NC 28310 
Branch of Service: Army 
Contact Email: alan.berquist@us.army.mil 
Type of Report: Incident 
Type of Loss: Class N/A -- None of the Above 
Unit Being Airlifted: C 2/7 SFG (A) ODA 7234 
Departure Airfield: Eloy Arizona 
Type of Aircraft: Choose One 
Other Type of Aircraft: Skyvan 
Aircraft Serial Number: Jump8 
Airlift Unit: CIV 
Drop Zone Name - Location: Eloy Circular  
Date of Airdrop: 4 Jun 2009 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 12,500ft 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 1,500ft 
Surface Winds KTS: 0 kts 
Visibility Feet - Miles: Night jump 
Type of Parachute: Choose One 
Other Type of Parachute - Specify: MC4 
Type of Reserve: Choose One 
Other Type of Reserve: MC 
Reserve Function Properly: YES 
Main Parachute Age: 4 years 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: Aug 2005 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: Feb 2004 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 4 Jun 2009 
Main Parachute Serial Number: 775 
Main Parachute Number of Jumps: 70 
Type of Malfunction: Choose One 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: Line twists  
Jumpers Name - Grade - Unit:  
Jumpers Height and Weight: 6ft 200LBS 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: 270 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: MC4, O2 
Jumpers Position /Pass/Stick/Position: 10th jumper out of 12. 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 47 
Resulting Injury: None. 
 
Description of Suspected - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: The jumper 
had several line twists.  Jumper attempted to bicycle kick himself free for about 
1k feet.  Jumper stated the line twists were getting worse.  Around 3k feet 
jumper decided to perform cut away procedures. Jumper's reserve activated and 
landed safely. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: During the pull sequence the jumper 
stated, he dipped his shoulder causing him to spin while the main canopy was 
deploying. 
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FF8 06082009 
 
Airdrop Malfunction Report Type: Military Free Fall Personnel Report 
Unit Address: 7th SFG (A) Ft. Bragg NC 28301 
Branch of Service: Army 
Contact Email: alan.berquist@us.army.mil 
Type of Report: Incident 
Type of Loss: Choose One 
Unit Being Airlifted: C 2/7 SFG ODA 7234 
Departure Airfield: Eloy Arizona 
Type of Aircraft: OTHER 
Other Type of Aircraft: Skyvan 
Aircraft Serial Number: Jump 8 
Airlift Unit: CIV 
Drop Zone Name - Location: Eloy Circular  
Date of Airdrop: 06/08/2009 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 1500 
Surface Winds KTS: 5 
Visibility Feet - Miles: Unlimited  
Type of Parachute: Choose One 
Other Type of Parachute - Specify: MC4 
Type of Reserve: Choose One 
Other Type of Reserve: MC4 
Reserve Function Properly: YES 
Main Parachute Age: 2 yrs 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: Nov 2006 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: Aug 2004 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 8 Jun 2009 
Main Parachute Serial Number: 31428 
Main Parachute Number of Jumps: 56 
Type of Malfunction: Choose One 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: Floating rip cord grip 
Jumpers Name - Grade - Unit:  
Jumpers Height and Weight: 5'7 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: 70 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: MC4 and 02 
Jumpers Position  - Pass - Stick - Position: Assit. JM last out. 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 300 
Resulting Injury: None. 
 
Description of Suspected  - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: The jumper 
collided with another jumper on exit.  Resulting jumper to knock out his rip cord 
grip from stow pocket. SM attempted to trace and pull 3 times. Then SM performed 
cut away procedures around 3k ft.  Jumper had a full canopy around 2500 ft. 
Jumper landed safely. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: Collision on exit. 
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FF9 06242009 
 
Airdrop Malfunction Report Type: Military Free Fall Personnel Report 
Unit Address: 1101 Grade Ln. Louisville, KY 40213 
Branch of Service: Air Force 
Contact Email: kenneth.lemay@ang.af.mil 
Type of Report: Malfunction 
Type of Loss: Class N/A -- None of the Above 
Unit Being Airlifted: 123 STS 
Departure Airfield: SDF 
Type of Aircraft: C-130 
Aircraft Serial Number: 56709 
Drop Zone Name - Location: Zoomer DZ 
Date of Airdrop: 06/24/09 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 130 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 9,999' 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 730' 
Surface Winds KTS: calm 
Visibility Feet - Miles: 6mi+ 
Type of Parachute: Choose One 
Other Type of Parachute - Specify: MC-5 
Type of Reserve: Choose One 
Other Type of Reserve: MC-5 
Reserve Function Properly: YES 
Main Parachute Age: 12yr8mo 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: Nov 1996 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: Aug 1996 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 24Jun2009 
Main Parachute Serial Number: 20399 
Main Parachute Number of Jumps: 15 
Type of Malfunction: Distorted Canopy 
Jumpers Name - Grade - Unit:  
Jumpers Height and Weight: 5'11", 180lbs 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: 60lbs 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: London Bridge Jump Bag 
Jumpers Position: Pass/Stick/Position: 1st pass/8th in stick 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 145 
Resulting Injury: None 
 
Description of Suspected  - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: Jumper 
pulled stable at the prescribed altitude (3,500').  After pulling the rip-cord 
and checking over his right shoulder, he observed a "snivel" from the main 
parachute.  He remained stable, conducted a second check over his shoulder and 
observed the main parachute still in a "snivel."  He then conducted cutaway 
procedures at approximately 2,700' AGL.  His reserve parachute activated and he 
completed the rest of the jump uneventfully, landing on the P.I. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: Unknown 
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FF10 6252009 
 
Airdrop Malfunction Report Type: Military Free Fall Personnel Report 
Unit Address: 1101 Grade Lane, Louisville, KY 40213 
Branch of Service: Air Force 
Contact Email: thomas.deschane@ang.af.mil 
Type of Report: Incident 
Type of Loss: Class C -- Loss of 20,000 to 200,000 Dollars, Loss Time Injury 
Unit Being Airlifted: 123 Special Tactics Squadron 
Departure Airfield: Louisville International Airport (SDF) 
Type of Aircraft: C-130 
Aircraft Serial Number: 56709 
Airlift Unit: 130th Airlift Wing 
Drop Zone Name - Location: Roszov DZ/Fort Knox, Kentucky 
Date of Airdrop: 06/25/2009 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 130 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 9500 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 748 feet MSL 
Surface Winds KTS: 5 
Visibility Feet - Miles: 10 miles 
Type of Parachute: Choose One 
Other Type of Parachute - Specify: Vector3 / PD Spectre 230 
Type of Reserve: Choose One 
Other Type of Reserve: Performance Design (PD) 218 
Reserve Function Properly: N/A 
Main Parachute Age: 4 years 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: June 2005 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: June 2005 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 25 June 2009 
Main Parachute Serial Number: 007318 
Main Parachute Number of Jumps: 100 
Type of Malfunction: Choose One 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: Shoulder injury upon landing the 
parachute system 
Jumpers Name - Grade - Unit: 123 Special Tactics Squadron 
Jumpers Height and Weight: 70" / 190 
Jumpers Equipment Weight:  
Jumpers Equipment Worn: None 
Jumpers Position Pass/Stick/Position: 1/1/1 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 230 
 
Resulting Injury: Shoulder AC Separation 
 
Description of Suspected  - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred:  The 
jumper is an experienced jumper with multiple jumps on this parachute system.  He 
had a standard opening with a normal turn to final at 500' AGL.  Upon landing, he 
had a higher than normal flare but was still able to land on the PI, on his feet, 
with a 5 knot wind in his face.  He had to run out his landing because of the 
forward momentum then the wind changed and his canopy collapsed which he then 
tumbled over onto his right shoulder, which caused a shoulder AC separation. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident:  A high flare and change of wind while 
landing the parachute.  The change of wind may have been the main cause because 
the jumper crossed the taxiway just prior to the flare execution.  It was a 92F 
day and the taxiway had intense heat that rising causing slight air turbulence 
over that taxiway. 
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FF11 07072009 
 
Airdrop Malfunction Report Type: Military Free Fall Personnel Report 
Unit Address: Unit 5248 Bldg 3523 APO,AP 96368 
Branch of Service: Air Force 
Contact Email: harold.warr@kadena.af.mil 
Type of Report: Malfunction 
Type of Loss: Class N/A -- None of the Above 
Unit Being Airlifted: 320 STS 
Departure Airfield: Kadena,AB 
Type of Aircraft: C-130 
Aircraft Serial Number: 88-1803 
Airlift Unit: 1st SOS 
Drop Zone Name - Location: Ie Shime Reverse 
Date of Airdrop: 07/07/2009 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 130 Knots 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 9,999 feet 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 170 feet 
Surface Winds KTS: 4 knots 
Visibility Feet - Miles: 7 miles 
Type of Parachute: Choose One 
Other Type of Parachute - Specify: MC-4 Free Fall Main 
Type of Reserve: Choose One 
Other Type of Reserve: MC-4 Reserve 
Reserve Function Properly: YES 
Main Parachute Age: 22 months 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: Sept 2007 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: Nov 2003 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 30 June 2009 
Main Parachute Serial Number: 10684 
Main Parachute Number of Jumps: 12 
Type of Malfunction: Distorted Canopy 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: Parachute not completely open 
Jumpers Name - Grade - Unit: 320 STS 
Jumpers Height and Weight: 5'10" 180 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: 60 lbs 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: Eagle jump bag, MC-4 , twin 53 Oxygen bottles 
Jumpers Position Pass/Stick/Position: 1st pass/2nd stick 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 64 
 
Resulting Injury: none 
 
Description of Suspected  - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: Jumper 
initiated pull sequence at 4,00 feet. Jumper was in a head down position during 
pull sequence causing jumper to flip through risers, resulting in hung 
slider/distorted canopy/partially inflated canopy. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: Hung Slider/Distorted Canopy 
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FF12 06082009 
 
Airdrop Malfunction Report Type: Military Free Fall Personnel Report 
Unit Address: 601 Independence Road, Hurlburt Field, Florida 
Branch of Service: Air Force 
Contact Email: keith.ogrady@hurlburt.af.mil 
Type of Report: Incident 
Type of Loss: Class N/A -- None of the Above 
Unit Being Airlifted: 23rd Special Tactics Squadron 
Departure Airfield: Field 6 Eglin AFB, Florida 
Type of Aircraft: C-130 
Aircraft Serial Number: 62-1823 
Airlift Unit: 19 AW/ Littlerock AFB, AR 
Drop Zone Name - Location: Field 6 Eglin AFB, Florida 
Date of Airdrop: 8 June 2009 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 130 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 9999 AGL 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 99 ft/ MSL 
Surface Winds KTS: 5 KTS 
Visibility Feet:  7 miles 
Type of Parachute:  MC 4 
Type of Reserve: MC 4  
Reserve Function Properly: YES 
Main Parachute Age: 7 years 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: Aug 2002 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: Jan 2002 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 16 June 2009 
Main Parachute Serial Number: 9611 
Main Parachute Number of Jumps: 100 
 
Type of Malfunction: Reserve Activation 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: duel parachute deployment due to 
jumpers lack of altitude awareness 
Jumpers Name - Grade - Unit: 23rd Special Tactics Squadron 
Jumpers Height and Weight: 76 " / 240 lbs 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: 70 lbs 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: Uniform, oxygen equipment (mask, hose, bottles) ALCE/ruck 
Jumpers Position: pass #1/ stick #1/ one of last three jumpers to exit  
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 90 (Static line and MFF combined) 
Resulting Injury: No injuries sustained. 
 
Description of Suspected  - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: Jumper 
unable to locate main ripcord, while wearing oxygen/combat equipment. After first 
attempt, jumper could not reach cable housing to trace down to ripcord and 
noticed ripcord was higher up on his shoulder than usual. Jumper then grasped 
right side main lift web with left hand pulling downward on right side main lift 
web enabling him to pull main ripcord with right hand. Cypress fired in the 
process, releasing reserve parachute prior to main parachute deployment.  Jumper 
performed canopy check where he realized he had dual parachutes deployed.  He 
cut-away his main parachute and performed a stand up landing on the drop zone 
approx. 15 meters from PI. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: Jumper taking to many attempts to 
locate main rip cord.  In process not maintaining altitude awareness in which 
causing the military cypress to fire. 
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HE1 03062009 
 
AIRDROP MALFUNCTIONIINCIDENT REPORT 1748-2 EQUIPMENT  
UNIT ADDRESS: 217 Dell Range Blvd, Cheyenne, WY 82009 
BRANCH OF SERVICE: Air Force 
E-MAIL ADDRESS:william.atkins@ang.af.mil 
TYPE OF REPORT: Malfunction 
AIRDROP LOAD MALFUNCTION CATEGORY: Extraction Phase 
DEPARTURE AIRFIELD: Cheyenne, WY  
TYPE OF AIRCRAFT: C-130  
AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER: 92-1536  
AIRLIFT UNIT: 153 AW 
DROP ZONE LOCATION: Joe Wright DZ  
DATE OF AIRDROP 03/06/09 
AIRCRAFT SPEED:140 KlAS  
AIRCRAFT ALTITUDE (AGL): 550 
DROP ZONE ELEVATION (FEETIMSL):6665 P1 Elev 
SURFACE WINDS (KTS):350/02 
VISIBILITY (FEET/MILES):Unrestricted 
GENERAL PARACHUTE INFORMATION 
TYPE OF PARACHUTE: G-12E 
MUMBER OF PARACHUTES: 2  
TYPE OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTE: 15 FT Extraction 
CARGO PARACHUTE AGE: 24 years  
CARGO PARACHUTE NUMBER OF JUMPS: 11 
CARGO PARACHUTE DATE OF MANUFACTURE: 01/01/85 
CARGO PARACHUTE REPACK DATE:03105109 
AIRDROP EQUIPMENT INFORMATION 
TYPE OF AIRDROP LOAD: HE  
AIRDROP LOAD TOTAL RIGGED WEIGHT: 3080  
RIGGED lAW (FMITOINAV): AFTO 13C5-26-2 
AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED: LOW VELOCITY 
TYPE OF PLATFORM: TYPE V  
IZE OF PLATFORM: 8 ft 
EXTRACTION FORCE TRANSFER COUPLER CABLE LENGTH (EFTC): 12 FT  
POSITION OF LOAD IN AIRCRAFT: 590  
NUMBER OF LOCKS/SETTING: #9 @ 2.5 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT/DAMAGED INCURRED:  HE loaded at FS 
590. At Green light, extraction chute failed to inflate upon entering the wind 
stream.  Emergency aft restraint applied, extraction chute then fully deployed, 
causing minor cosmetic damage to the rail where the emergency aft restraint was 
applied (force of extraction caused device to press into rail, bending lock 
cover). Extraction chute was cut away; door closed and locked emergency/drop 
checks complete.  
 
SUSPECTED CAUSE OF MALFUNCTIONIINCIDENT: Unknown at this time. Load was rigged 
properly, loaded properly, aircrew performed airdrop procedures properly, and 
aircraft locks were tested and operate within limits. Note: Cheyenne has had 4 HE 
extraction chutes fail to deploy in the last 1.5 years. Only two things have 
changed in that time-frame: We started dropping CDS first, followed by HE (which 
forces the HE to be loaded between FS 550-600), and we added LAIRCM Group A (the 
pods) to the aircraft. We are not sure if one of these changes or a combination 
of the two are a cause for the malfunctions.  
 



 38

HE2 04092009 
AIRDROP MALFUNCTIONIINCIDENT REPORT 1748-2 EQUIPMENT  
UNIT 35th Airlift Sq, Yokota AB, Japan 
BRANCH OF SERVICE: Air Force  
E-MAIL ADDRESS: ryan.gossen@yokota.af.mil 
TYPE OF REPORT: Malfunction  
TYPE OF LOSS: None  
AIRDROP LOAD MALFUNCTION CATEGORY: Extraction 
UNIT BEING AIRLIFTED:N/A  
DEPARTURE AIRFIELD: Yokota, AB JA  
TYPE OF AIRCRAFT: C-130H 
AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER: 74-2131 
AIRLIFT UNIT: 36th Airlift Sq  
DROP ZONE LOCATION: Fuji DZ Japan  
DATE OF AIRDROP: 04/09/2009  
GENERAL PARACHUTE INFORMATION  
TYPE OF PARACHUTE: G-12  
NUMBER OF PARACHUTES: 2 
OTHER TYPE OF PARACHUTE SPECIFY:  
TYPE OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTE: 15’  
NUMBER OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTES: 1  
CARGO PARACHUTE AGE:  
CARGO PARACHUTE NUMBER OF JUMPS:  
CARGO PARACHUTE DATE OF MANUFACTURE:  
CARGO PARACHUTE REPACK DATE:  
AIRDROP EQUIPMENT INFORMATION  
TYPE OF AIRDROP LOAD:  
AIRDROP LOAD TOTAL RIGGED WEIGHT: 3140lbs  
RIGGED lAW (FMITO!NAV): T.O. 13C7—1-5 and 13C7-1-8  
OTHER AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED SPECIFY:  
TYPE OF PLATFORM: Type V  
EXTRACTION FORCE TRANSFER COUPLER CABLE LENGTH (EFTC): Choose One  
POSITION OF LOAD IN AIRCRAFT: F.S. 550  
NUMBER OF LOCKS/SETTING: 1 @ 2.00  
 
DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED MALFUNCTIONIINCIDENT/DAMAGED INCURRED:  
Base on statements by aircrew, the extraction chute rereleased at green light and 
fully inflated.  The extraction forced overrode the right and locks and the 
platform began to extract normally, but then 3 suspension lines snapped on the 
riser left side of the 15 foot extraction chute.  This act caused the extraction 
cute to partially deflate.  The platform slowed down but still exited the 
aircraft.  Despite the reduced performance of the extraction chute, the cargo 
parachutes were stilled released and fully deployed.  The platform landed on the 
DZ and there was no damage to the platform.  
  
SUSPECTED CAUSE OF MALFUNCTIONIINCIDENT: Malfunction was caused by a fabrication 
error in the 15 ft extraction chute.  
 
Unit Follow up 08/26/09: The final conclusion on it was not a fabrication error.  
After we examined the chute more closely we realized it was sewn correctly but it 
was just used one too many times.  Over 15 times this specific chute was used.  
All the lines suspension lines were correct but we did notice that they looked 
old and worn out.  We will bring the chute to the MRB.  
 
In the final report, we concluded that the panels blew out on the chute, because 
it was overused and the material finally just gave out.  Also my unit wants to 
know if they’re planning to acquire a shelf life for the extraction chutes in the 
near future… 
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HE3 06242009 
 
1748-2 LOW VELOCITY AIRDROP SYSTEM 
UNIT ADDRESS: 11th Quartermaster Company, Fort Bragg, North Carolina 
BRANCH OF SERVICE: Army 
E-MAIL ADDRESS (.mil): carlos.a.rojas@us.army.mil 
TYPE OF REPORT:  Malfunction 
TYPE OF LOSS:  Class C 
UNIT BEING AIRLIFTED: 2BCT/1/325 
DEPARTURE AIRFIELD: Pope Air Force Base 
TYPE OF AIRCRAFT: C-17 
AIRDROP LOAD MALFUCTION CATEGORY: Deployment/Recovery 
AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER: 00183 
AIRLIFT UNIT: 437th/17AS 
DROP ZONE NAME/LOCATION: Luzon DZ, Camp Mackall, NC 
DATE OF AIRDROP: 06/24/2009 
AIRCRAFT SPEED (KIAS): 145 
AIRCRAFT ALTITUDE (AGL): 929 AGL 
DROP ZONE ELEVATION (FEET/MSL): 576 MSL 
SURFACE WINDS (KTS): 2KTS 
VISIBILITY (FEET/MILES):  Unlimited 
GENERAL PARACHUTE INFORMATION 
TYPE OF PARACHUTE: G-11B  
NUMBER OF CARGO PARACHUTE: 2 
TYPE OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTE: 22FT EXT 
NUMBER OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTES: 1  
MAIN PARACHUTE REPACK DATE: 10 June 2009 / 10 June 2009 
MAIN PARACHUTE SERIAL NUMBER: 983 / 1463 
AIRDROP EQUIPMENT INFORMATION 
TYPE OF LOAD:   HMMWV (M1121) 
TYPE OF MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT SPECIFY: Parachutes detached from platform  
RIGGED IAW: FM 4-20.117 
TYPE OF PLATFORM: TYPE V 
SIZE OF PLATFORM: 16 FT 
TOTAL RIGGED WEIGHT: 9,500 LBS 
POSITION OF LOAD IN AIRCRAFT: 2nd 
NUMBER OF PLATFORMS OR CONTAINERS: 2 
EFTC CABLE LENGTH: 16 FT 
AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED: LVADS 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT/DAMAGED INCURRED:   
On 24 June 2009 at 2108 on Luzon DZ, two 16’ type V platforms were dropped from a 
C-17 aircraft at 929 ft AGL. Platforms were rigged for sequential extraction. 
Both platforms were successfully extracted from the aircraft by the 22ft 
extraction parachutes. Both sets parachutes deployed from their D-bag and as they 
were inflating the parachutes from the second load detached from the platform. 
The platform had no lift capability and free fall from approximately 800 ft. The 
G-11 parachutes landed 100 meters from the platform. The parachutes connectors 
were still attached to the M-1 release. The parachutes were still attached to the 
parachute connectors. All four 16ft two loop suspension slings were broken and 
were still attached to the M-1 release.  
 
SUSPECTED CAUSE OF MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT: 
After an inspection of the impact area, the platform and all air items, the 
suspected cause of malfunction is the right front suspension sling was cut by the 
left rear rain gutter on the M1121 HMMWV. The rain gutter was padded, but the 
padding probably came off either during the platform extraction process or it was 
pulled off by the sling during the deployment process. The right front suspension 
sling was padded and taped 40” above the clevis with 2 pieces of felt 36” by 3”, 
the padding probably shifted during the deployment process exposing the 
suspension sling.  The right front suspension sling was the only one with a clean 
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cut; the remaining ones had tension cuts. Once the first suspension sling was 
cut, the remaining three suspension slings became overloaded and failed due to 
tension. The last suspension sling to fail was the left rear causing the sling to 
become wedged between the suspension clevis and the tandem link. Three of the 
suspension slings were manufactured in January 2004, the fourth one was 
manufactured in Aug 1999 (this one was the last one to fail). All slings were 
being used for the first time. 
 
Recommendations: 
 Recommend the padding on the front suspension slings of hard top HMMWVs get 
extended 6-8 inches to better protect the suspension slings from the rain 
gutters. The total distance from the suspension clevis to the rain gutter is 76” 
and the total distance from the suspension clevis to the end of felt is 76”. 
Ensure enough tape is used to hold in place the 12” x 12” piece of felt covering 
the rain gutter. Ensure enough tape is used to prevent the felt on the suspension 
sling from moving up or down. Forward report to QMC&S for final determination at 
the next Malfunction Review Board. Inform chain of command. 
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HE4 06262009 
 
AIRDROP MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT REPORT 1748-2 EQUIPMENT  
UNIT ADDRESS: 3 OSS/OSKJ 8364 Kutter Ave Elmendorf AFB AK 99506-2601 
BRANCH OF SERVICE: Air Force 
E-MAIL ADDRESS: john.Lindgren@elmendorf.af.mil 
TYPE OF REPORT: Incident 
TYPE OF LOSS: Class C -- Loss of 20,000 to 200,000 Dollars 
AIRDROP LOAD MALFUNCTION CATEGORY: Extraction Phase 
UNIT BEING AIRLIFTED: 6th Engineers Ft. Richardson AK 
DEPARTURE AIRFIELD: Elmendorf AFB AK 
TYPE OF AIRCRAFT: C-17 
AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER: 00168 
AIRLIFT UNIT: 517 AS Elmendorf AFB AK 
DROP ZONE LOCATION: MALEMUTE DZ 
DATE OF AIRDROP 06/26/2009 
AIRCRAFT SPEED: 145 knts 
AIRCRAFT ALTITUDE (AGL): 1000 AGL 
DROP ZONE ELEVATION (FEET MSL): 
SURFACE WINDS (KTS): CaIm 
VISIBILITY (FEETIMILES): Unrestricted 
GENERAL PARACHUTE INFORMATION 
TYPE OF PARACHUTE: G-11B 
NUMBER OF PARACHUTES: 2/2 
OTHER TYPE OF PARACHUTE SPECIFY: 
TYPE OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTE: 22 FT Extraction/15 FT Extraction 
NUMBER OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTES: Single/Single 
AIRDROP EQUIPMENT INFORMATION 
TYPE OF AIRDROP LOAD: HMMWV and 3/4 Trailer 
AIRDROP LOAD TOTAL RIGGED WEIGHT: 9940lbs/6140lbs 
RIGGED lAW (FM/TO/NAV): FM4-20-117/FM4-20-102 
AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED: LOW VELOCITY 
TYPE OF PLATFORM: TYPE V 
SIZE OF PLATFORM: 16 Ft/12 Ft 
EXTRACTION FORCE TRANSFER COUPLER CABLE LENGTH (EFTC): 16 FT 
POSITION OF LOAD IN AIRCRAFT: 16 Ft @ 625 /12 Ft @ 850 
NUMBER OF LOCKSISETTING: 3 2000lbs/2@l500Ibs 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED MALFUNCTIONIINCIDENTIDAMAGED INCURRED: The 16 foot 
platform received 1 inch gouge in left aft platform rail assembly when the 
platform was stopped in the aircraft by the left rail locks. The 12 foot platform 
12 foot release cable assembly was damaged when the 16 foot stopped and the 12 
foot platform slammed into the forward end of 16 foot platform. The aircraft 
received damage to the left ADS Rail locks 17, 18, 19, and 20 due to the force of 
platforms. 
 
SUSPECTED CAUSE OF MALFUNCTIONIINCIDENT: The incident occurred with an 
unqualified airdrop loadmaster receiving airdrop instruction from a qualified 
airdrop loadmaster. While completing Slowdown Checklist, the student loadmaster 
opened the cargo doors. (Note: By this time all left rail lock had been 
retracted) Instead of arming the Right PDM the student loadmaster released the 
right hand locks creating a loose platform situation and both platforms began to 
roll aft. The Instructor loadmaster immediately engaged the Left ADS Gang Lock 
and actuated the ADS Gang Lock Back up switch. This action successfully stopped 
both platforms from exiting the aircraft. 
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CDS1 04092009 
 
AIRDROP MALFUNCTIONIINCIDENT REPORT 1748-2 EQUIPMENT CDS 
UNIT ADDRESS: 36th AS, Yokota AB Japan 
BRANCH OF SERVICE: Air Force  
E-MAIL ADDRESS: Thomas.Joyner@yokota.af.mil 
TYPE OF REPORT: Malfunction 
AIRDROP LOAD MALFUNCTION CATEGORY: Extraction Phase  
DEPARTURE AIRFIELD: Kunsan AB, Korea  
OTHER TYPE OF AIRCRAFT: C-130H 
AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER:  
AIRLIFT UNIT: 36th AS  
DROP ZONE LOCATION: Mae San RI DZ, Korea 
DATE OF AIRDROP 04/09/2009 
AIRCRAFT SPEED:  
AIRCRAFT ALTITUDE: 
DROP ZONE ELEVATION (FEET MSL):  
SURFACE WINDS (KTS): CALM 
VISIBILITY (FEETIMILES): 4 miles 
GENERAL PARACHUTE INFORMATION 
TYPE OF PARACHUTE: 22 foot extraction  
NUMBER OF PARACHUTES: 1 
CARGO PARACHUTE AGE:  
CARGO PARACHUTE NUMBER OF JUMPS:  
CARGO PARACHUTE DATE OF MANUFACTURE:  
CARGO PARACHUTE REPACK DATE:  
AIRDROP EQUIPMENT INFORMATION 
TYPE OF AIRDROP LOAD: HV CDS  
AIRDROP LOAD TOTAL RIGGED WEIGHT: 600lbs 
RIGGED IAW (FM/TO/NAV): TO 13C7-51-21,  
AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED: HIGH VELOCITY 
OTHER AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED SPECIFY:  
TYPE OF PLATFORM: SKID BOARD  
SIZE OF PLATFORM: 48x48  
POSITION OF LOAD IN AIRCRAFT:  
 
DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED MALFUNCTIONIINCIDENTIDAMAGED INCURRED:  
The bundle went out of the aircraft normally.  Malfunction occurred when 
extraction phase began.  CDS bundle chute never opened and caused it to land at 
100/3.  When CDS bundle was recovered it was noticed the the chute never left the 
D-bag..  
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction:  
Malfunction was caused by the internal stitching on the bridal strap that the 
static line is attached to ripped and the result was the D-Bag did not stay with 
static line but remained over the chute itself. 
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CDS2 06022009 
 
AIRDROP MALFUNCTIONIINCIDENT REPORT 1748-2 EQUIPMENT CDS 
UNIT ADDRESS: 1st SOG/OGK 618 CRUZ, HULRBURT FIELD, FL 32544  
BRANCH OF SERVICE: Air Force  
E-MAIL ADDRESS: William.kowalski@hurlburt.af.mil  
TYPE OF REPORT: Malfunction 
AIRDROP LOAD MALFUNCTION CATEGORY: Deployment Recovery Phase  
DEPARTURE AIRFIELD: HURLBURT FIELD, FL (KHRT)  
OTHER TYPE OF AIRCRAFT: MC-130H  
AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER: 90-0162 
AIRLIFT UNIT: 15th SOS  
DROP ZONE LOCATION: SONTAY DZ, EGLIN RANGE R-2915A 
DATE OF AIRDROP 06/02/2009 
AIRCRAFT SPEED: 140 CAS 
AIRCRAFT ALTITUDE (AGL): 800 
DROP ZONE ELEVATION (FEET MSL): 130 
SURFACE WINDS (KTS): CALM 
VISIBILITY (FEETIMILES): SKC-7 
GENERAL PARACHUTE INFORMATION 
TYPE OF PARACHUTE: 26 HV  
NUMBER OF PARACHUTES: 1 
CARGO PARACHUTE AGE: 15 years and 6 months  
CARGO PARACHUTE NUMBER OF Drops: 12 (Since Jan09)  
CARGO PARACHUTE DATE OF MANUFACTURE: 1 Dec 94- Serial #20919 
CARGO PARACHUTE REPACK DATE: ll May 09 
AIRDROP EQUIPMENT INFORMATION 
TYPE OF AIRDROP LOAD: HV CDS  
AIRDROP LOAD TOTAL RIGGED WEIGHT: 1,0001bs 
RIGGED IAW (FM/TO/NAV): TO 13C7-1-11, CH.9 
AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED: HIGH VELOCITY 
OTHER AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED SPECIFY: MANUAL GATE CUT  
TYPE OF PLATFORM: SKID BOARD  
SIZE OF PLATFORM: 48x48  
POSITION OF LOAD IN AIRCRAFT: FS 580  
 
DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED MALFUNCTIONIINCIDENTIDAMAGED INCURRED:  
The CDS bundle exited the aircraft normally, but the parachute failed to fully 
inflate during the deployment phase.  This resulted in a higher than normal 
descent rate for the bundle. The impact with the ground damaged the bundle by 
bowing one side of the metal bundle and cracking the lower weld on the other 
side. Upon further inspection 1 of the 26 suspension line was severed and 30 
friction burns were discovered on 23 of the suspension lines. Also, one of the 
four 3’ adapter web snap—hooks failed but did not separate from the sling 
assembly. These failures were not causal to the parachute not fully inflating.  
 
REPLACEMENT LIST/COSTS:  
26’ HV PARACHLTE — $620  
2 x 48x48 SKIDBOARDS — $100  
1 x A-22 Container - $454  
Total Replacement Cost $1174.00  
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction:  
Although the friction burns and severed suspension line may suggest some sort of 
binding of the suspension lines, there is no conclusive evidence to determine the 
cause of the partial inflation of the 26’ HV parachute. All witness statements 
reported the parachute was observed to be opening normally but failed to fully 
inflate prior to impact with the OS.  
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CDS3 06032009 
 
AIRDROP MALFUNCTIONIINCIDENT REPORT 1748-2 EQUIPMENT  
UNIT ADDRESS:1 SOG/OGK 618 CRUZ, HURLBURT FIELD, FL 32544  
BRANCH OF SERVICE: Air Force  
E-MAIL ADDRESS:WILLIAMKOWALSKI@HURLBURTAF.MJL  
TYPE OF REPORT: Malfunction  
TYPE OF LOSS: None  
AIRDROP LOAD MALFUNCTION CATEGORY: Deployment Recovery Phase  
UNIT BEING AIRLIFTED:N/A  
DEPARTURE AIRFIELD:HURLBURT FIELD, FL KHRT  
TYPE OF AIRCRAFT:OTHER  
OTHER TYPE OF AIRCRAFT: MC-130H  
AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER:85-001 1  
AIRLIFT UNIT:15 SOS  
DROP ZONE LOCATION:PINO DZ, EGLIN RANGE C61A  
DATE OF AIRDROP: 06/03/2009  
AIRCRAFT SPEED:230 G  
AIRCRAFT ALTITUDE (AGL): 25OAGL  
DROP ZONE ELEVATION (FEETIMSL):21’  
SURFACE WINDS (KTS):150/8  
VISIBILITY (FEETIMILES):SCTO2O, BKN 120  
GENERAL PARACHUTE INFORMATION  
TYPE OF PARACHUTE: CHOOSE ONE  
NUMBER OF PARACHUTES: 1  
OTHER TYPE OF PARACHUTE SPECIFY: 22 RS  
TYPE OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTE: CHOOSE ONE  
NUMBER OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTES: Choose One  
OTHER TYPE OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTE:  
CARGO PARACHUTE AGE:  
CARGO PARACHUTE NUMBER OF JUMPS:  
CARGO PARACHUTE DATE OF MANUFACTURE:  
CARGO PARACHUTE REPACK DATE:  
AIRDROP EQUIPMENT INFORMATION  
TYPE OF AIRDROP LOAD: High Speed Low Level Aerial Delivery System  
AIRDROP LOAD TOTAL RIGGED WEIGHT: 34Olbs  
RIGGED IAW (FMITO!NAV): T.O. 13C7-5121 Ch.2-9  
AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED: HIGH VELOCITY  
OTHER AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED SPECIFY:  
TYPE OF PLATFORM: SKID BOARD  
SIZE OF PLATFORM: 23x30  
EXTRACTION FORCE TRANSFER COUPLER CABLE LENGTH (EFTC): Choose One  
POSITION OF LOAD IN AIRCRAFT: F.S. 700  
NUMBER OF LOCKSISETTING: N/A  
 
DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED MALFUNCTIONIINCIDENT/DAMAGED INCURRED: The HS bundle 
exited the aircraft and pulled the anchor cable stop, positioned at F.S. 749, to 
the end of the anchor cable, approximately ES 900. This resulted in the parachute 
D-Bag being pulled out of reach of the Loadmasters and unable to be retrieved 
expeditiously. The D-Bag flailed in the slip stream causing dents to the 
aircraft. The anchor cable stop was examined with no damage found.  
 
SUSPECTED CAUSE OF MALFUNCTIONIINCIDENT:  The anchor cable stop was checked for 
security and position lAW T.O 1C-130A-9, pg 7-lIlA-i, para 7-lIlA-14. Although 
the stop was checked following the rigging procedures, during the airdrop 
inspection and the 20 minute checklist it is the determination that the Anchor 
Cable Stop was not tightened enough to withstand the force of the static line 
when applied.  
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CDS 4 8102009 
 
Unit Address: 352 SOG/OGV, Unit 8805 Box 240, APO AE 09459  
Branch of Service: Air Force 
Contact Email: anthony.weiss@mildenhall.af.mil 
Type of Report: Malfunction 
Type of Loss: Class N/A -- None of the Above 
Unit Being Airlifted: 352 OSS 
Departure Airfield: EGUN - RAF Mildenhall, UK 
Type of Aircraft: MC-130H 
Aircraft Serial Number: 88-1803 
Airlift Unit: 7 SOS 
Drop Zone Name - Location: Sculthorpe / UK 
Date of Airdrop: 08/10/2009 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 140 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 600 ft 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 200 ft 
Surface Winds KTS: 8 
Visibility Feet - Miles: Unlimited 
Type of Parachute: 26' Ring Slot 
Main Parachute Age: 15 yrs. 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: Oct 97 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: Mar 94 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 18 Jun 09 
Main Parachute Serial Number: 11668 
Main Parachute Number of drops: 16 
 
Description of Suspected Malfunction, Incident, Damaged Incurred: 
A CDS airdrop malfunction occurred on 10 August 2009 involving an MC-130H 
dropping a single (centerline) stick of 4 x CDS bundles (total weight of 3030 
lbs).  The bundles were each rigged with a single 26 foot high-velocity ring slot 
parachute and a non-breakaway static line.  A type XXVI release gate was used and 
was manually cut by the loadmaster.  The anchor cable stop was positioned at FS 
749.  The loadmasters reported that the bundles exited the aircraft without 
incident.  The drop zone recovery party (AD JAIs /malfunction NCO) reported that 
the second and third bundles appeared to contact each other after exiting the 
aircraft.  One of the parachutes partially collapsed in flight, causing its 
bundle to fall faster and impact the ground, breaking the skidboard, semi-
flattening the water barrels, and bouncing 4-6 feet into the air.  One of the 
bundles parachute lines broke.  The line appeared to be snapped and not burned. 
It was determined that aircrew procedures were not a factor in the malfunction. 
A photo is attached to this report for clarification. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction/Incident: No absolute determination was made as to 
the cause of the malfunction.  Possibility includes air starvation caused by 
close proximity/bumping of the bundles.  Inspection of the airdrop photo 
indicates an awkward separation between the first and remaining bundles as well 
as an awkward configuration/deployment of the 2nd and 3rd bundles lines / 
parachutes. 
 
 


