
FREE FALL REPORTS 
 

Unit Address:   66TRS/DET2 55 Radford Blvd. Pensacola FL 32508 
 
Branch of Service:   U.S. Air Force 
 
Type of report:  Malfunction 
 
Unit being airlifted:   66TRS/DET2 
 
Departure airfield:  Stennis Space Center, Mississippi 
 
Type of aircraft / tail number / Airlift unit:   UV-18 Twin Otter /  N71EC /  Gold 
Coast Skydiving 
  
Drop Zone name/location:   Stennis One DZ / Stennis Space Center, Mississippi 
 
Drop Zone Elevation (ft/MSL):   10 Feet 
 
Date of malfunction/incident:  19 Sep 2008 
 
Aircraft speed (KIAS) and altitude (AGL):   85 /  12,500  
  
Surface Winds (kts) and visibility (miles): 1 / UNR 
 
Type of main parachute: Performance Designs Spectre 230 
 
Type of reserve parachute:  Performance Designs PR193 
 
Reserve functioned appropriately: Yes    
 
Main parachute age:  4 yrs 
 
Main parachute placed in service:  Aug 2004 
 
Main parachute date of manufacture:   Mar 2004 
 
Main parachute repack date:   16 July 2008 
 
Main parachute serial number:   SP230-006650 
 
Main parachute number of jumps (estimate):   35 
 
Automatic Activation Device Type and setting:   Cypres / 0 arrow down 
 



Type of malfunction/incident:  Premature brake release 
 
Jumper’s height and weight:   69”” / 200 lbs 
 
Jumper’s equipment weight:   30 lbs 
 
Jumper’s position (pass/stick/position):   1/1/6 
 
Number of jumps jumper has:   220 
 
Resulting injury:   None 
 
Description of suspected malfunction/incident/damage incurred:  Jumper exited 
aircraft at 12,500' AGL. Free fall was uneventful. Jumper initiated deployment sequence 
at 3500' AGL. Jumper stated that parachute had a normal opening. When performing 
canopy stability check jumper noticed the right end-cells were not inflated and jumper 
was in a hard left turn. Jumper stated that he thought he had tension knots but could 
control the canopy when pulling on right riser. At 2000' AGL jumper determined canopy 
to be uncontrollable and performed cutaway procedures. Reserve parachute deployed and 
jumper landed 10 meters from target without further incident.  
 
Suspected cause of malfunction/incident: Malfunction officer along with subject matter 
expert conducted a 100% TRI. It is suspected that the cause of the uncontrollable canopy 
was due to a premature brake release on the right riser. It was noted that the top elastic 
toggle keeper was broken on the right riser. The risers used were of the "velcro-less" 
design in which the toggle is stowed top and bottom in elastic keepers. Based on 
supporting evidence, it is believed the cause of the premature brake release and broken 
elastic keeper is due to a packing error. We believe that the rigger placed the toggle 
through the steering line locking loop on the incorrect side of the ring. This would have 
caused the steering line to tear through the elastic keeper upon opening shock and release 
the right side brakes prematurely. Upon inspection of the canopy we were unable to 
determine if in fact there were tension knots. The condition of the recovered canopy was 
completely knotted due to the cutaway process. The jumper was unable to correctly 
identify the cause of the uncontrollable canopy and decided to cutaway due to proximity 
to the ground. 
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Unit Address: EODTEU Two, 821 Blasters Cove, Ft. Story, VA 23459 
 
Branch of Service: Navy 
 
Type of Report: Malfunction 
 
Unit Being Airlifted: EODTEU TWO 
 
Departure Airfield: Naval OLF Whiting Field / Choctaw DZ 
 
Type of Aircraft: C-130 
 
Airlift Unit: 165th Georgia Air Guard 
 
Drop Zone Name - Location: Choctaw/Eglin, FL 
 
Date of Airdrop: 3/17/2009 
 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 130 
 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 12,999 
 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 120 
 
Surface Winds KTS: 8-10 
 
Visibility Feet - Miles: 6 miles 
 
Type of Parachute: Choose One 
 
Other Type of Parachute - Specify: MC-5D 
 
Type of Reserve: Choose One 
 
Other Type of Reserve: MC-5D 
 
Reserve Function Properly: YES 
 
Main Parachute Age: 6.5 years 
 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: 2/2004 
 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: 8/2002 
 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 3/16/2009 
 



Main Parachute Serial Number: SLX28482 
 
Main Parachute Number of Jumps: 80+ 
 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: Floating Ripcord 
 
Jumpers Height and Weight: 6' 
 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: 190 
 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: MC-5D 
 
Jumpers Position  - Pass - Stick - Position: 1/1/3 
 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 56 
 
Resulting Injury: None 
 
Description of Suspected  - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: After an 
uneventful exit and free fall, jumper initiated his wave off and deployment sequence.  
Jumper then noticed that he had a floating main ripcord.  He made two additional 
attempts to remedy the malfunction by tracing the ripcord housing to the handle, but was 
unsuccessful.  He then initiated emergency procedures and landed safely on the DZ under 
his reserve. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: Ripcord was knocked out of its pocket upon 
exit from the ramp of the C-130. 
 
No Photos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 FROMUNIT  5248 BOX 10, APOAP 
96367-5248 

 TYPE_OF_REPORT Malfunction 

 UNIT_BEING_AIRLIFTED 320 STS 

 DEAPRTURE_AIRFIELD Utapao International Airport 

 TYPE_OF_AIRCRAFT C-130 

 AIRCRAFT_SERIAL_NUMBER 65-00994 

 AIRLIFT_UNIT 17 SOS 

 DROP_ZONE_LOCATION BUDDHA DZ / THAILAND 

 DATE_AND_TIME_OF_AIRDROP 8/16/2008 

 AIRCRAFT_SPEED 130 KIAS 

 AIRCRAFT_ALTITUDE 12,866 AGL 

 DROP_ZONE_ELEVATION 180 

 SURFACE_WINDS CALM 

 VISIBILTY UNRESTRICTED 

 TYPE_OF_PARACHUTE MC4 

 TYPE_OF_RESERVE     MC4 

 RESERVE_FUNCTIONED_PROPERLY YES 

 MAIN_PARACHUTE_AGE 4 YEARS 

 MAIN_PARACHUTE_PLACED_IN_SERVICE 1 NOV 2007 

 MAIN_PARACHUTE_DATE_OF_MANUFACTURE FEB 2004 

 MAIN_PARACHUTE_REPACK_DATE 5 JUN 08 

 MAIN_PARACHUTE_SERIAL_NUMBER 10811 

 MAIN_PARACHUTE_NUMBER_OF_JUMPS                        4 

 AUTOMATIC_ACTIVATING_DEVICE_TYPE/SETTING 998 

 TYPE_OF_MALFUNCTION_OR_INCIDENT Pilot Chute Hesitation 

 JUMPER_HEIGHT_AND_WEIGHT    69 INCHES, 185 LBS 

 JUMPER_EQUIPMENT_WEIGHT 25 LBS 

 JUMPER_EQUIPMENT_WORN LBE, RADIO, MITCH 
HELMET 

 JUMPER_POSITION 1ST PASS, 1ST STICK 

 NUMBER_OF_JUMPS_JUMPER_HAS 45-50 

 RESULTING_INJURY NONE. 



 DESCRIPTION_OF_SUSPECTED_MALFUNCTION 
 JUMPER EXITED THE ACFT AT 12999'MSL. 
 ONCE STABILIZED, HE DEPLOYED MAIN PARACHUTE. 
 JUMPER NOTICED THAT HE COULD NOT SEE HIS PILOT CHUTE. 
 HE PERFORMED HIS CHECKS AS HE WAS BRIEFED. 
 JUMPER THEN PULLED HIS RESERVE RIPCORD AND RESERVE  
 OPENED AT APPROX 2800' MSL. 
 JUMPER THEN REJOINED STACK AND LANDD SAFELY AND HAD NO  
 FURTHER INCIDENT. 

 SUSPECTED_CAUSE_OF_MALFUNCTION 
 PILOT CHUTE HESITATION 
 PILOT CHUTE DID NOT PULL OUT MAIN CANOPY 
  
 IMAGES ARE AVAILABLE BY CONTACTING 320 STS 
 PARACHUTE SHOP VIA DSN BELOW. 
 
No photos 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 FROM Special Boat Team Twenty,  
 2220 Schofield Rd, Suite  
 TYPE_OF_REPORT Malfunction 
  
 UNIT_BEING_AIRLIFTED Special Boat Team Twenty 

 DEAPRTURE_AIRFIELD NAS Key West, Florida 

 TYPE_OF_AIRCRAFT C-130 

 AIRCRAFT_SERIAL_NUMBER 
 AIRLIFT_UNIT 130th AW, Charleston, WV 

 DROP_ZONE_LOCATION Southernmost DZ, NAS Key  
 West, FL 
 DATE_AND_TIME_OF_AIRDROP 8/6/2008 

 AIRCRAFT_SPEED 130 

 AIRCRAFT_ALTITUDE 12,500 AGL 

 DROP_ZONE_ELEVATION Sea Level (0) 

 SURFACE_WINDS 4-6 KTS 

 VISIBILTY Unlimited 

 TYPE_OF_PARACHUTE MT-2 FF 
 TYPE_OF_RESERVE MT-2 

 RESERVE_FUNCTIONED_PROPERLY YES 

 MAIN_PARACHUTE_AGE 5 years 

 MAIN_PARACHUTE_PLACED_IN_SERVICE July 2005 

 MAIN_PARACHUTE_DATE_OF_MANUFACTURE July 2003 

 MAIN_PARACHUTE_REPACK_DATE 06 Aug 2008 

 MAIN_PARACHUTE_SERIAL_NUMBER SLX30478 
 MAIN_PARACHUTE_NUMBER_OF_JUMPS 84 

 AUTOMATIC_ACTIVATING_DEVICE_TYPE/SETTING Training Mode 

 TYPE_OF_MALFUNCTION_OR_INCIDENT Burble 
 JUMPER_HEIGHT_AND_WEIGHT 72" / 225-lbs 

 JUMPER_EQUIPMENT_WORN None 

 JUMPER_POSITION 1st Pass / 1st jumper of 9 

 NUMBER_OF_JUMPS_JUMPER_HAS 159 

 RESULTING_INJURY None. 



 DESCRIPTION_OF_SUSPECTED_MALFUNCTION 
 The service member exited the aircraft at 12,500' for a 9 man grouping exercise. 
   At 5,500' the jumper tracked away to gain separation from the other jumpers.   
 He came out of his track and conducted his "wave-off" at 4,500'.  He pulled his  
 Main ripcord handle and had "pins out" at 3,500'.  When checking over his right  
 shoulder he observed his pilot chute cap in his face.  He gave a vigorous check  
 over his right shoulder and the pilot chute did not launch.  The SM conducted  
 cutaway procedures for a Pilot Chute Hesitation/Burble but was unsure of the  
 altitude at that time.  The reserve parachute deployed without incident.  The SM  
 noted that he looked at his altimeter once under a good reserve and it read 2300'. 
   The jumper landed in the target area and was observed holding his main  
 ripcord handle, reserve ripcord handle, and cutaway pillow.  The SM was  
 retrained that day on proper emergency procedures since he did not throw away  
 his handles as required.  He conducted 4 jumps the next day without incident. 
   
 This was jump #35 of 39 jumps conducted in a 10 day period and his 3rd jump of  
 the day. The individual’s previous jumps included grouping with equipment, 5- 
 second delay diving exits at altitudes as low as 3,500' AGL, and grouping  
 exercises from 12,500' AGL.  This jumper was proficient and had 159 jumps.  
 Days earlier, he had complained about having pilot chute hesitations on several  
 jumps.  He was then followed by a freefall videographer and was observed  
 conducting a weak check over his shoulder, as well as exhibiting a slight  
 backslide.  Photo and/or video accompanies this report.  This individual was  
 retrained immediately by an Air Operations Trainer and had made approximately  
 10 jumps without incident before this cutaway. 
  
SUSPECTED_CAUSE_OF_MALFUNCTION 
 1. Weak check over right shoulder. 
 2. Possible slight backslide. 
 3. Weak pilot chute spring? 
 4. Very large guy which equates to a large burble. 
 
No Photos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unit Address: EODTEU Two, 821 Blasters Cove, Ft. Story, VA 23459 
 
Branch of Service: Navy 
 
Type of Report: Malfunction 
 
Unit Being Airlifted: EODTEU Two 
 
Departure Airfield: ELOY 
 
Other Type of Aircraft: SKYVAN 
 
Aircraft Serial Number: N26LH 
 
Airlift Unit: Skydive Arizona 
 
Drop Zone Name - Location: Eloy/Eloy, AZ 
 
Date of Airdrop: 2/27/2009 
 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 130 
 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 12,500 
 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 2,000 
 
Surface Winds KTS: 3 
 
Visibility Feet - Miles: Unlimited 
 
Other Type of Parachute - Specify: MT-2XX 
 
Other Type of Reserve: MT-2XX 
 
Reserve Function Properly: YES 
 
Main Parachute Age: 6 years 
 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: 4/2003 
 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: 2/2003 
 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 2/26/2009 
 
Main Parachute Serial Number: SLX29593 
 



Main Parachute Number of Jumps: 100+ 
 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: Pilot Chute Hesitation 
 
Jumpers Height and Weight: 6'1" 178 
 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: 95lbs 
 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: MT-2XX and Rear mounted ruck sack 
 
Jumpers Position  - Pass - Stick - Position: 1/1/2 
 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 61 
 
Resulting Injury: None 
 
Description of Suspected  - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: After an 
uneventful exit and free fall, the jumper performed his wave off and deployment 
sequence.  Jumper then failed to clear the burble over his back and count to 4 by 
thousands as briefed.  Jumper then initiated his emergency procedures and landed on the 
DZ under his reserve parachute. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: Jumper failed to clear the burble over his 
back.   
 
No Photos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unit Address: EODTEU Two, 821 Blasters Cove, Ft. Story, VA 23459 
 
Branch of Service: Navy 
 
Type of Report: Malfunction 
 
Unit Being Airlifted: EODTEU Two 
 
Departure Airfield: ELOY 
 
Other Type of Aircraft: SKYVAN 
 
Aircraft Serial Number: N26LH 
 
Airlift Unit: Skydive Arizona 
 
Drop Zone Name - Location: Eloy/Eloy, AZ 
 
Date of Airdrop: 2/25/2009 
 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 130 
 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 12,500 
 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 2,000 
 
Surface Winds KTS: 5 
 
Visibility Feet - Miles: Unlimited 
 
Other Type of Parachute - Specify: MT-2XX 
 
Other Type of Reserve: MT-2XX 
 
Reserve Function Properly: YES 
 
Main Parachute Age: 9 years 
 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: 3/2009 
 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: 2/2000 
 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 2/24/2009 
 
Main Parachute Serial Number: SLX24926 
 



Main Parachute Number of Jumps: 50+ 
 
Type of Malfunction: Choose One 
 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: Bag Lock 
 
Jumpers Height and Weight: 6'1" 178 
 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: 50 
 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: MT-2XX 
 
Jumpers Position - Pass - Stick - Position: 1/1/2 
 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 50 
 
Resulting Injury: None 
 
Description of Suspected - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: After an 
uneventful exit and free fall, jumper initiated his deployment sequence.  After 
deployment, jumper check over his right shoulder and noticed that he had a bag lock 
malfunction.  Jumper immediately conducted emergency procedures and landed safely on 
the DZ under his reserve. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: Poor body position during deployment.  
Jumper was retrained in the wind tunnel and completed 10 more jumps without incident. 
 
No Photos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unit Address: EODTEU Two, 821 Blasters Cove, Ft. Story, VA 23459 
 
Branch of Service: Navy 
 
Type of Report: Malfunction 
 
Unit Being Airlifted: EODTEU Two 
 
Departure Airfield: ELOY 
 
Other Type of Aircraft: SKYVAN 
 
Aircraft Serial Number: N26LH 
 
Airlift Unit: Skydive Arizona 
 
Drop Zone Name - Location: ELOY/Eloy, AZ 
 
Date of Airdrop: 02/24/2009 
 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 130 
 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 12,500 
 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 2,000 
 
Surface Winds KTS: 4 
 
Visibility Feet - Miles: Unlimited 
 
Other Type of Parachute - Specify: Military Non-Standard 
 
Other Type of Reserve: Military Non-Standard 
 
Reserve Function Properly: YES 
 
Main Parachute Age: 4 Months 
 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: 11/2008 
 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: 10/2008 
 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 2/24/2009 
 
Main Parachute Serial Number: 3679 
 



Main Parachute Number of Jumps: 25 
 
Type of Malfunction: Choose One 
 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: End Cell Closure / Uncontrollable spin 
 
Jumpers Height and Weight: 5'9" 210lbs 
 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: 35 lbs 
 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: Military Non-standard and video helmet 
 
Jumpers Position  - Pass - Stick - Position: 1/1/1 
 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 640 
 
Resulting Injury: None 
 
Description of Suspected  - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: After an eventful 
exit and free fall, jumper initiated his deployment sequence.  Upon initial inspection of 
the canopy, jumper noticed closed end cells and performed the proper procedure to 
remedy the situation and the end cells re-inflated.  Jumper then began to turn to the right.  
He then countered the turn to ensure that both brakes were released.  Jumper attempted to 
perform another canopy control check, only to find that the canopy took more than 50% 
toggle to counter the turn.  He continued to try and figure out the problem and decided to 
cutaway and performed emergency procedures at approximately 2,200 feet.  Jumper 
landed on the DZ under his reserve. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: Unknown. 
 
No Photos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unit Address: EODTEU Two, 821 Blasters Cove, Ft. Story, VA 23459 
 
Branch of Service: Navy 
 
Type of Report: Malfunction 
 
Unit Being Airlifted: EODTEU Two 
 
Departure Airfield: ELOY 
 
Other Type of Aircraft: SKYVAN 
 
Aircraft Serial Number: N26LH 
 
Airlift Unit: Skydive Arizona 
 
Drop Zone Name - Location: ELOY/Eloy, AZ 
 
Date of Airdrop: 02/24/2009 
 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 130 
 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 12,500 
 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 2,000 
 
Surface Winds KTS: 4 
 
Visibility Feet - Miles: Unlimited 
 
Other Type of Parachute - Specify: MT-2XX 
 
Other Type of Reserve: MT-2XX 
 
Reserve Function Properly: YES 
 
Main Parachute Age: 14 
 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: 9/1996 
 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: 1/1995 
 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 2/24/2009 
 
Main Parachute Serial Number: SL17204X 
 



Main Parachute Number of Jumps: 180+ 
 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: Out of sequence handle deployment 
 
Jumpers Height and Weight: 6' / 190 lbs. 
 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: 90lbs 
 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: MT-2XX and rear mounted ruck sack 
 
Jumpers Position  - Pass - Stick - Position: 1/1/4 
 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 36 
 
Resulting Injury: None 
 
Description of Suspected  - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: After an 
uneventful ext and free fall, the jumper initiated his wave off and pull sequence.  Jumper 
stated that he reached in to pull and he grabbed the cutaway pillow by mistake.  After the 
jumper pulled to full arms extension, he realized that he had the red handle and dropped 
it.  He then pulled the main ripcord which caused a cutaway and the RSL pulled the 
reserve ripcord pin.  The reserve ripcord was never pulled.   
 
Jumper was retrained on the proper deployment sequence in the wind tunnel. 
Jump 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: Jumper induced.  Out of sequence pull. 
 
No Photos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unit Address: EODTEU Two, 821 Blasters Cove, Ft. Story, VA 23454 
 
Branch of Service: Navy 
 
Type of Report: Malfunction 
 
Unit Being Airlifted: EODTEU Two 
 
Departure Airfield: ELOY, AZ 
 
Other Type of Aircraft: SKYVAN 
 
Aircraft Serial Number: N26LH 
 
Airlift Unit: SKydive Arizona 
 
Drop Zone Name - Location: ELOY/ Eloy, AZ 
 
Date of Airdrop: 02/24/2009 
 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 130 
 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 12,500 
 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 2,000 
 
Surface Winds KTS: 4 
 
Visibility Feet - Miles: unlimited 
 
Other Type of Parachute - Specify: MT-2XX 
 
Other Type of Reserve: MT-2XX 
 
Reserve Function Properly: YES 
 
Main Parachute Age: 4 years 
 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: 02/2005 
 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: 1/2005 
 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 2/24/2009 
 
Main Parachute Serial Number: SLX33300 
 



Main Parachute Number of Jumps: 47 
 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: Tension Knots 
 
Jumpers Height and Weight: 5'10"  180lbs 
 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: 50 
 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: MT-2XX Parachute, MICH Helmet 
 
Jumpers Position  - Pass - Stick - Position: 1/1/4 
 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 52 
 
Resulting Injury: None 
 
Description of Suspected  - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: On inspection of 
the main after deployment, jumper noticed tension knots in one line group.  Jumper made 
two attempts to clear the problem.  When he could not clear the tension knots, he 
performed a canopy controllability check and made the determination that the canopy 
would not be safe to land.  At approximately 3,000 feet, the jumper performed emergency 
cutaway procedures and landed safely under his reserve parachute. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: Cause of tension knot unknown. 
 
No Photos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unit Address: 10th SFG (A) Fort Carson Colorado 
 
Branch of Service: Army 
 
Type of Report: Incident 
 
Unit Being Airlifted: A/2/10 SFG (A) 
 
Departure Airfield: Eloy Az 
 
Other Type of Aircraft: Skyvan 
 
Airlift Unit: Sky dive Arizona 
 
Drop Zone Name - Location: Reaper DZ/ Eloy Az 
 
Date of Airdrop: 03/18/2009 
 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 110 
 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 13000 
 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 1513 MSL 
 
Surface Winds KTS: 5-7kts 
 
Visibility Feet - Miles: unlimited 
 
Other Type of Parachute - Specify: MC4 
 
Other Type of Reserve: MC4 
 
Reserve Function Properly: YES 
 
Type of Malfunction: Choose One 
 
Resulting Injury: N/A 
 
Description of Suspected  - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: A/2/10 was 
conducting a level one training exercise in Eloy Az. While conducting HAHO operations 
4 each Cypress EAAD fired at 11,000 ft AGL. The exit altitude for this exercise was 
13000 ft with a pull altitude was 12000 ft 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: The cause of this incident was due to the fact 
that the calculation for the virtual DZ was not correct. The Jumpmaster did not take into 



consideration the 1500 ft added into the virtual DZ for the operational setting of the 
EAAD. The virtual DZ setting was for 9500 ft AGL. 
 
No Photos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unit Address: ABNSOTD 
 
Branch of Service: Army 
 
Type of Report: Malfunction 
 
Unit Being Airlifted: ABNSOTD 
 
Departure Airfield: Pope AFB 
 
Type of Aircraft: C-130 
 
Aircraft Serial Number: 41677 
 
Airlift Unit: 139th Dyess, TX 
 
Drop Zone Name - Location: Sicily DZ, Ft. Bragg, NC 
 
Date of Airdrop: 04/08/09 
 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 130 
 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 12,500 AGL 
 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 134 
 
Surface Winds KTS: 8 gusting 13 
 
Visibility Feet - Miles: Unlimited 
 
Other Type of Parachute - Specify: MC-4 
 
Other Type of Reserve: MC-4 
 
Reserve Function Properly: YES 
 
Main Parachute Age: 3 years 
 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: Mar 09 
 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: May 06 
 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 3 Mar 09 
 
Main Parachute Serial Number: 2205 
 



Main Parachute Number of Jumps: 1 
 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: floating rip cord grip 
 
Jumpers Height and Weight: 66in 160 
 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: 68 lbs 
 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: MC-4 W/ 02 
 
Jumpers Position  - Pass - Stick - Position: 10 
 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 190 MFF 
 
Resulting Injury: N/A 
 
Description of Suspected  - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: Jumper could not 
locate his ripcord grip because it was floating. He followed his Emergency Procedures 
and made 2 attempts to locate it. After not being able to locate the Ripcord he went into 
cut away procedures. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: Based on the jumpers size and frame, their 
appeared to be excess O2 hose between the AIROX VIII metering valve and MBU-12P 
mask. During free fall, this excess amount of hose flapped around and possible hit the 
main ripcord dislodging it from the pocket. During the jumpers two attempts to locate the 
ripcord, his trace and sweeping motion caused the initial deployment of the main canopy. 
Jumper initiated cutaway procedures and launched the reserve pilot chute into the 
releasing risers of his main canopy. This caused the pilot chute and free floating d-bag to 
become entangled in the left riser of the main canopy. This slowed the opening of the 
reserve parachute. 
 
No Photos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Branch of Service: Navy 
 
Type of Report: Incident 
 
Type of Loss: Class N/A -- None of the Above 
 
Unit Being Airlifted: NSW HAWAII 
 
Departure Airfield: MCBH KANEOHE BAY 
 
Type of Aircraft: CH-53 D 
 
Airlift Unit: HMH 363 
 
Drop Zone Name - Location: SHARK DZ/HAWAII 
 
Date of Airdrop: 03/20/2009 
 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 100 KIAS 
 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 8,700 FT AGL 
 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 17 FT MSL 
 
Surface Winds KTS: 8 KTS 
 
Visibility Feet - Miles: UNRESTRICTED 
 
Other Type of Parachute - Specify: MT-2XX 
 
Other Type of Reserve: MT-2XX 
 
Reserve Function Properly: YES 
 
Main Parachute Age: 8 YEARS 
 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: NOV2004 
 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: JAN2001 
 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 19MAR09 
 
Main Parachute Serial Number: SLX26581 
 
Main Parachute Number of Jumps: 25 
 



Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: FLOATING MAIN RIPCORD, FAILURE TO 
LOCATE MAIN RIPCORD 
 
Jumpers Height and Weight: 6' 1", 210 LBS 
 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: N/A 
 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: MT-2XX, MA2-30, HOOK KNIFE, HELMET, GOGGLES, 
GLOVES, FLIGHT SUIT, BOOTS, TFSS PERSONAL FLOATATION 
 
Jumpers Position  - Pass - Stick - Position: 1PASS/6TH JUMPER 
 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 33 
 
Resulting Injury: NO INJURIES 
 
Description of Suspected  - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: AT 
DEPLOYMENT ALTITUDE, JUMPER WENT IN FOR HIS MAIN RIPCORD. UPON 
FAILING TO LOCATE THE MAIN RIPCORD, JUMPER TRACED DOWN THE 
MAIN CABLE HOUSING BUT WAS STILL UNABLE TO LOCATE THE MAIN 
RIPCORD. JUMPER THEN INITIATED EMERGENCY PROCEDURES AND 
DEPLOYED HIS RESERVE PARACHUTE. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: MAIN RIPCORD MAY HAVE BEEN 
DISLODGED DURING EXIT OR AT SOME SUBSEQUENT POINT DURING THE 
DESCENT. POSSIBLE LOCATION OF THE MAIN RIPCORD MAY HAVE BEEN IN 
THE ARMPIT AREA OF THE JUMPER, CAUSING THE JUMPER TO MISS THE 
RIPCORD CABLE WITH GLOVES ON WHILE TRACING THE MAIN RIPCORD 
CABLE HOUSING. 
 
No Photos 
 
 



STATIC LINE REPORTS 
 
Branch of Service: Air Force 
 
Type of Report: Incident 
 
Unit Being Airlifted: 18 Weather Squadron 
 
Departure Airfield: St. Mere Eglise DZ, Ft. Bragg, NC 
 
Type of Aircraft: Casa 212 
 
Airlift Unit: Contracted - HHC USASOC 
 
Drop Zone Name - Location: St. Mere Eglise DZ, Ft. Bragg, NC 
 
Date of Airdrop: 03/11/2009 
 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: unknown 
 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 1500' 
 
Drop Zone Evevation Feet - MSL: 230' MSL 
 
Surface Winds KTS: 10 
 
Visibility Feet - Miles: Unrestricted - 10+ miles 
 
Type of Parachute: MC1-1D 
 
Type of Reserve: SLCP MIRPS 
 
Reserve Function Properly: N/A 
 
Main Parachute Age: parachute not available after incident 
 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: parachute not available after incident 
 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: parachute not available after incident 
 
Main Parachute Repack Date: parachute not available after incident 
 
Main Parachute Serial Number: parachute not available after incident 
 
Main Parachute Number of Jumps: parachute not available after incident 
 



 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: Jumper injured during landing 
 
Jumpers Height and Weight: 70" / 166 lbs 
 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: N/A - slick 
 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: Slick 
 
Jumpers Position  - Pass - Stick - Position: 1st pass, 11 jumper 
 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 12 
 
Resulting Injury: Jumper injured back upon landing.  He was stabilized at the DZ and 
transported to Womac AMC.  He was then transported to UNC Medical Center via 
ground evac.  Jumper was diagnosed with a fractured vertabrae.  He has full range of 
motion at this time, is alert and conscious, and is expected to make a complete recovery. 
 
Description of Suspected  - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: No 
malfunction reported.  No damaged equipment.  Jumper injured on landing. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: Improper PLF 
 
No Photos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Unit Address: 4th Quartermaster Detachment (ABN) Fort Richardson, AK 99505 
 
Branch of Service: Army 
 
Type of Report: Incident 
 
Unit Being Airlifted: 4th Quartermaster Detachment (ABN) 
 
Departure Airfield: Elmendorf Airforce Base 
 
Type of Aircraft: C-130 
 
Aircraft Serial Number: 20058 
 
Airlift Unit: 144th AG 
 
Drop Zone Name - Location: Malamute Drop Zone  
 
Date of Airdrop: 03/03/2009 
 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 130 
 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 1000 
 
Drop Zone Evevation Feet - MSL: 230ft MSL 
 
Surface Winds KTS: 0-2 kts 
 
Visibility Feet - Miles: Unlimited 
 
Type of Parachute: T-10D 
 
Type of Reserve: SLCP MIRPS 
 
Reserve Function Properly: YES 
 
Main Parachute Age: 4 years 
 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: Jan 06 
 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: APR 05 
 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 12/ 29/ 2008 
 
Main Parachute Serial Number: 10362 



 
Main Parachute Number of Jumps: n/a 
 
Type of Malfunction: MIRPS Activation 
 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: Partial Canopy Inflation / MIRPS 
Activation 
 
Jumpers Height and Weight:  73"  175lbs 
 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: 42lbs 
 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: MOLLE Pack, ACH, Knee and Elbow Pads 
 
Jumpers Position  - Pass - Stick - Position: 1st Pass, Left Door, 9th jumper 
 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 7 
 
Resulting Injury: Left Ankle Injury 
 
Description of Suspected  - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: 
Jumper exited aircraft, but the main parachute never fully inflated. Jumper 
attempted to bicycle the twists from the suspension lines, but failed in 
doing so.  Reserve activated approx: 6-8 seconds after exiting the aircraft 
by the jumper.   Jumper sustained a left ankle injury upon making his 
Parachute Landing Fall. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: Based on the on-site 
investigation, technical rigger inspection (TRI), and the jumper's 
statement, the jumper was not in a good tight body position when he exited 
the C-130 aircraft.  This led the wind to spin his body in circles causing 
the suspension lines to suffer extreme twist upon the deployment of his 
T-10D Parachute.  The extreme suspension line twists prevented the 
anit-inversion net and lower lateral band of the parachute to expand and 
fully inflate the canopy.  At the impact site, the jumpers parachute was 
found to have 8 full twists still remaining in the suspension lines.   
 
2 Photos to follow: 
 



 
 



UNIT ADDRESS:USAJFKSWCS C Co SPT BN 1st SWTG Fort Bragg NC 28310 

BRANCH OF SERVICE: Army 

TYPE OF REPORT: Incident 

UNIT BEING AIRLIFTED:B-1-1 SWTG  

DEPARTURE AIRFIELD:MAAF 

TYPE OF AIRCRAFT: Casa 212 

OTHER TYPE OF AIRCRAFT: N/A 

AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER:ARMY 178 

AIRLIFT UNIT:USASOC Flight Detachment 

DROP ZONE LOCATION: Nijmegen/ Fort Bragg NC 28310 

DATE OF AIRDROP (Example 10/31/2001): 12/8/2008 

AIRCRAFT SPEED:90 

AIRCRAFT ALTITUDE (AGL): 1250 

DROP ZONE ELEVATION (FEET/MSL):456 

SURFACE WINDS (KTS):3-6 

VISIBILITY (FEET/MILES):5 miles 

GENERAL PARACHUTE INFORMATION 

TYPE OF PARACHUTE: MC1-1D 

TYPE OF RESERVE: SLCP MIRPS 

RESERVE FUNCTIONED PROPERLY (explain in Description Suspect 
Malfunction block): YES 

MAIN PARACHUTE AGE: 6 years 

MAIN PARACHUTE PLACED IN SERVICE: AUG 05 

MAIN PARACHUTE DATE OF MANUFACTURE: JUN 02 



MAIN PARACHUTE REPACK DATE: 11/01/2008 

MAIN PARACHUTE SERIAL NUMBER: 11104 

MAIN PARACHUTE NUMBER OF JUMPS (ESTIMATE): 60 

JUMPER INFORMATION 

TYPE OF MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT: MIRPS Activation 

TYPE OF MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT SPECIFY: accidental activation of reserve 
on exit 

JUMPER'S HEIGHT AND WEIGHT: 5'8 160lbs 

JUMPER'S EQUIPMENT WEIGHT: 80lbs 

JUMPER'S EQUIPMENT WORN: LBE, Ruck and weapon  

JUMPER'S POSITION (PASS / STICK / POSITION): 1/1/3 

NUMBER OF JUMPS JUMPER HAS: 17 

RESULTING INJURY: None  

DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT/DAMAGED 
INCURRED:   

Jumper's reserve deployed on exit. Jumper fell on the ramp during exit. Reserve and main 
both fully deployed. No damage was noted to reserve pack tray or either parachute.  

SUSPECTED CAUSE OF MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT:   

Jumper stumbled and fell forward onto the ramp prior to exit. The jumpmaster said the 
jumper never got back to his feet prior to going out and that the jumper slid out of the 
aircraft. The ripcord grip most likely got caught on the ramp as the jumper slid out of the 
aircraft. Jumper was jumping combat equipment and weapon. Second possible cause is 
jumper’s chest strap got caught on ripcord grip when jumper fell over and then 
straightened out upon exit. Ripcord and DAD were not recovered. 

No Photos 

 

 



Unit Address:   612th  QM Company, Ft. Bragg, NC 28310 
 
Branch of Service:   ARMY 
 
Type of report:  Incident 
 
Unit being airlifted:   XVIII ABN CORPS (Toy Drop 2008) 
 
Departure airfield:  Pope AFB, NC 
 
Type of aircraft:   C-130 
 
Airlift unit: 440th AW (AF Reserve), Milwaukee, WI 
  
Drop Zone name/location:   Sicily DZ, Fort Bragg, NC 
 
Drop Zone Elevation (ft/MSL):   312 Feet 
 
Date of malfunction/incident:  12/06/2008 
 
Aircraft speed (KIAS) and altitude (AGL):   130 /  312’ MSL  
  
Surface Winds (kts) and visibility (miles): 0-3 / UNR 
 
 

GENERAL PARACHUTE INFORMATION 
 

Type of main parachute: T10D 
 
Type of reserve parachute:  SLCP MIRPS 
 
Reserve functioned appropriately: Yes    
 
Main parachute age:  4 yrs and 9 months 
 
Main parachute placed in service:  Jun 08 
 
Main parachute date of manufacture:   Mar 04 
 
Main parachute repack date:   30 SEP 08 
 
Main parachute serial number:   14071 
 
Main parachute number of jumps (estimate):   2 
 

JUMPER INFORMATION 



 
Type of malfunction/incident:  Reserve activation.   
 
Type of malfunction/incident specify: High-altitude entanglement with higher jumper 
activating the Reserve Parachute. 
 
Jumper’s height and weight:   5’6”, 150 lbs 
 
Jumper’s equipment weight:   10 lbs 
 
Jumper’s equipment worn:   ACU’s, Advanced Combat Helmet 
 
Jumper’s position (pass/stick/position):   #9, Left door, 1st pass 
 
Number of jumps jumper has:   10 
 
Resulting injury:   None 
 
Description of suspected malfunction/incident/damage incurred:  On 06 Dec 08 at 
approximately 1350 hrs, SGT X exited from a C-130 aircraft and collided with another 
jumper shortly after opening shock.  Sgt X’s position was as the higher jumper, just 
below the lower jumper’s canopy.  She was unable to free herself from the other jumper’s 
suspension lines, but failed to take appropriate action by working down to the lower 
jumper.  SGT X instead activated her reserve parachute.  All canopies remained inflated 
and both jumpers landed without further incident.  No deficiencies were found on the 
canopies. 

Suspected cause of malfunction/incident: A simultaneous exit from the aircraft left the 
jumpers unsuccessful in maintaining a 50 foot separation.  After collision, the higher 
jumper activated her reserve instead of taking appropriate emergency measures during 
the entanglement. 

No Photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit Address:   612th  QM Company, Ft. Bragg, NC 28310 
 
Branch of Service:   ARMY 
 
Type of report:  Incident 
 
Unit being airlifted:   82ND ABN DIV/ XVIII ABN CORPS (Federal Eagle) 
 
Departure airfield:  Pope AFB, NC 
 
Type of aircraft:   C-160 
 
Airlift unit: German Airwing 
  
Drop Zone name/location:   Sicily DZ, Fort Bragg, NC 
 
Drop Zone Elevation (ft/MSL):   312 Feet 
 
Date of malfunction/incident:  10/23/2008 
 
Aircraft speed (KIAS) and altitude (AGL):   120 / 800 ft AGL  
 
Drop Zone Elevation (FEET/MSL):  370’ MSL 
  
Surface Winds (kts) and visibility (miles): 6-10 / UNR 
 
 

GENERAL PARACHUTE INFORMATION 
 

Type of main parachute: T10D 
 
Type of reserve parachute:  SLCP MIRPS 
 
Reserve functioned appropriately: Yes    
 
Main parachute age:  4 yrs and 2 months 
 
Main parachute placed in service:  Nov 04 
 
Main parachute date of manufacture:   Aug 04 
 
Main parachute repack date:   15 Aug 08 
 
Main parachute serial number:   15694 
 
Main parachute number of jumps (estimate):   18 



 
JUMPER INFORMATION 

 
Type of malfunction/incident: MIRPS activation.   
 
Type of malfunction/incident specify: Activation of the Reserve Parachute after 
entanglement, jumper became un-entangled after the reserve was activated. 
 
Jumper’s height and weight:   5’5”, 150 lbs 
 
Jumper’s equipment weight:   10 lbs 
 
Jumper’s equipment worn:   ACU’s, Advanced Combat Helmet 
 
Jumper’s position (pass/stick/position):   3rd lift / position #4, Left door 
 
Number of jumps jumper has:   15 
 
Resulting injury:   None 
 
Description of suspected malfunction/incident/damage incurred:  On 24 OCT 08 at 
approximately 1012 hrs, SSG X exited from a C-160 aircraft.  Shortly after exit and 
opening, SSG X’s parachute drifted over top of SPC X parachute.  SPC X (#6, Right 
Door) and SSG X (#4, Left Door) attempted to pull slips away from one another.  SSG 
X’s parachute quickly deflated and collapsed, causing him to entangle with SPC X.  
While attempting to free himself, SSG X began to fall lower and nearly freed himself 
from SPC X.  At approximately 300’ AGL, SSG X could not yet reach down to SPC X 
and decided to activate his reserve.  As the reserve canopy inflated, SSG X became                                        
un-entangled from SPC X.  Both jumpers landed without further incident.  No 
deficiencies were noted on the parachutes. 

Suspected cause of malfunction/incident: Simultaneous exit from the aircraft, jumpers 
were unable to maintain 50 foot separation and drifted into entanglement.                                                         
6 Photos to follow: 

SSG X becoming un-entangled and the pilot parachute from his reserve inflating 



 

SSG X is under two inflated canopies and has drifted away from the other entangled 
jumper, SPC X. 

 



 

 



 

 



Unit Address:   612th  QM Company, Ft. Bragg, NC 28310 
 
Branch of Service:   ARMY 
 
Type of report:  Incident 
 
Unit being airlifted:   ¾ Air Defense Artillery Regiment 
 
Departure airfield:  Pope AFB, NC 
 
Type of aircraft:   C-130 
 
Airlift unit: 145th AW, Charlotte, NC (ANG) 
  
Drop Zone name/location:   Holland DZ, Fort Bragg, NC 
 
Drop Zone Elevation (ft/MSL):   445 Feet 
 
Date of malfunction/incident:  09/29/2008 
 
Aircraft speed (KIAS) and altitude (AGL):   130 / 800 ft AGL  
 
Drop Zone Elevation (FEET/MSL):  445 feet 
  
Surface Winds (kts) and visibility (miles): 4-6 knots/ greater than 6 miles 
 
 

GENERAL PARACHUTE INFORMATION 
 

Type of main parachute: T10D 
 
Type of reserve parachute:  SLCP MIRPS 
 
Reserve functioned appropriately: NO   
 
Main parachute age:  4 yrs and 2 months 
 
Main parachute placed in service:  JUN 08 
 
Main parachute date of manufacture:   JUL 04 
 
Main parachute repack date:   20 JUN 08 
 
Main parachute serial number:   15479 
 
Main parachute number of jumps (estimate):   1 



 
JUMPER INFORMATION 

 
Type of malfunction/incident: MIRPS activation.   
 
Type of malfunction/incident specify: Mid-altitude entanglement with one canopy 
collapsing, lower jumper activated reserve parachute. 
 
Jumper’s height and weight:   5’7”, 165 lbs 
 
Jumper’s equipment weight:   10 lbs 
 
Jumper’s equipment worn:   ACU’s, Advanced Combat Helmet 
 
Jumper’s position (pass/stick/position):   number #17, Left door, 2nd pass 
 
Number of jumps jumper has:   7 
 
Resulting injury:   Right foot, right hand. 
 
 
Description of suspected malfunction/incident/damage incurred:  On 29 Sep 08 at 
approximately 1200 hrs, SPC X exited from a C-130 aircraft which resulted in his risers 
having several twists.  He bicycled his legs to remove the twists.  Immediately after 
removing the twists, he collided with a second jumper SGT X.  SPC X was initially the 
higher jumper, and then his parachute deflated causing him to slide below SGT X.  SPC 
X’s canopy then became wrapped around SGT X and further deflated.  Instead of 
monitoring the one good canopy, SPC X activated his reserve parachute which failed to 
fully inflate before contact with the ground.  This is due to the bridle line becoming 
entangled in his legs, preventing the pilot parachute from elongating the reserve canopy.  
SPC X landed on top of his reserve canopy, sustaining injuries from an improper PLF.  
The Malfunction NCO noted that the rubber bands were still on the suspension line 
stowed of the reserve parachute.  SGT X landed with a full canopy and sustained no 
injuries.  SPC X’s canopy remained wrapped around SGT X until after landing.  No 
deficiencies were found on SPC X’s reserve or main canopy which would have 
contributed to the incident.  Two small incisions less than 1” were found on the reserve 
canopy.  These were likely made by medical personnel when removing SPC X from the 
equipment to administer first aid.  The main lift web of the harness was cut in the vicinity 
of the right D-ring. 
 

Suspected cause of malfunction/incident: Simultaneous exit from the aircraft coupled 
with a weak exit that resulted in riser twist.  Further actions were not utilized to prevent 
entanglement. 

6 Photos to follow: 



This shows the landing position of the main canopy for SGT X, the higher jumper. This 
canopy remained fully inflated through the descent. 

 

This shows the landing position of SGT X with the entangled canopy from SPC X. The 
Malfunction NCO did not make it onsite to take pictures until SGT X had already begun 
un-entangling himself. 

 

Picture 3, 4, 5, and 6 – These show the landing position of SPC X on top of his reserve 
canopy. The stowed suspension lines can be seen with rubber bands still on them. First 
responders had already begun removing SPC X from his equipment. 



 

Picture 7 – Shows the landing position of the reserve pilot parachute in relation to the 
jumper. The Malfunction NCO stated that the bridle line was being untangled from the 
jumper as he approached the landing site. 

 
 
 



 

 

Two small cuts in the reserve canopy that were likely made when removing the injured 
soldier from the equipment. The apex is in the direction of the top of the picture. 

 

 



 
TYPE OF REPORT: malfunction 
 
UNIT BEING AIRLIFT: 4BCT 
 
TYPE OF AIRCRAFT: C-130 
 
AIRLIFT UNIT: 317 AG 
 
DROP ZONE: Sicily DZ, Ft Bragg, NC 
 
DATE OF AIRDROP: 161200 (Eastern Time) JAN 09 
 
AIRCRAFT SPEED: 130 knots 
 
AIRCRAFT ALTITUDE: 800’ AGL 
 
DROP ZONE ELEVATION (FEET/MSL):  
 
SURFACE WINDS: 5 knots 
 
VISIBILITY: unlimited 
 

PARACHUTE INFORMATION 
TYPE OF PARACHUTE:  T-10D 
 
MAIN PARACUTE AGE:  10yrs 
     
MAIN PARACHUTE PIS:  Feb 2004 
 
MAIN PARACHUTE DOM: Sep 99 
 
MAIN PARACHUTE REPACKS DATE: 12 NOV 2008 
 
MAIN PARACHUTE SN: 17124 
 
PARACHUTE NUMBER OF JUMPS (ESTIMATE): 17 
 
TYPE OF RESERVE: SLCP 
 
SLCP PARACUTE AGE: 9yrs 
 
SLCP PARACHUTE PIS: Dec 98 
 
SLCP PARACHUTE DOM: Sep 98 
 



SLCP PARACHUTE REPACK DATE: 28 Jul 2008 
 
SLCP PARACHUTE SN: 34236 
 
SLCP PARACHUTE NUMBER OF JUMPS (ESTIMATE): 8 
 

JUMPER INFORMATION 
TYPE OF INCIDENT: Partial Malfunction 
 
TYPE OF INCIDENT SPECIFY: Delayed opening of the main canopy 
 
JUMPER’S HEIGHT AND WEIGHT: 70 inches, 230 lbs. 
 
JUMPER’S EQUIPMENT WORN: ACU’S, Advanced Combat Helmet 
 
EQUIPMENT WEIGHT:  
 
JUMPER’S POSITION:  #1, Right Door, 1st pass 
 
JUMPER’S NUMBER OF JUMPS: 106 
 
REDEPLOYED WITHIN LAST 90 DAYS: N0 
 
JUMPER’S DATE OF LAST JUMP:  NOV 2008 
 
INJURIES:  None 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED INCIDENT:  16 Jan 2009 (1200) SM (Jumper #1) 
exited the right door of a C-130 AC, and executed his 4K count. The SM stated that at the 
end of his 4K count, he felt a slight opening shock, but continued to fall at a fast rate. He 
continued into his 2nd point of performance, took a quick glance of his canopy, and 
noticed that it was not fully inflated; therefore, he immediately activated his reserve 
parachute.  The SM stated that his main parachute inflated a few seconds after he 
activated his reserve parachute, which reduced his rate of decent as the reserve parachute 
deployed. Both parachutes fully inflated, and the SM conducted his 3rd, 4th, and 5th point 
of performance without injuries.  

SUSPECTED CAUSE OF INCIDENT: RECOMMENDATION: 16 Jan 2009 (1200) 
SM (Jumper #1) exited the right door of a C-130 AC, and endured a delayed opening 
during his 1st point of performance. According to the video, both the left and right door 
jumpers exited simultaneously which possibly caused a leapfrog affect on the right door 
jumper’s parachute.  His main parachute was 75 percent partially inflated approximately 
20-30 feet below the left door #1 jumper, so the SM activated his Reserve parachute.  
Also, the video shows that his main canopy had fully inflated prior to the jumper 
activating his reserve canopy.  By the time the reserve parachute was deployed, the main 
parachute was 100 percent fully inflated. The SM did what he was trained to do during 



emergency procedures; he felt he was falling faster than other jumpers.  The Parachute 
was recovered, and detained by the Malfunction NCO for further investigation. The Shop 
Technician conducted 100% Technical Rigger inspection on the parachute in question, 
and found no deficiencies. There was no foreign debris in the antiversion net or burns on 
the canopy (poor air channel) to verify any other causes of the delayed opening. 

No Photos 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TYPE OF REPORT: Incident 
 
UNIT BEING AIRLIFT: A-Co 1/504th 
 
TYPE OF AIRCRAFT: C-130 
 
AIRLIFT UNIT: 
 
DROP ZONE: Sicily DZ, Ft Bragg, NC 
 
DATE OF AIRDROP: 140900 (Eastern Time) JAN 09 
 
AIRCRAFT SPEED: 130 knots 
 
AIRCRAFT ALTITUDE: 800’ AGL 
 
DROP ZONE ELEVATION (FEET/MSL):  
 
SURFACE WINDS: 4-6 knots 
 
VISIBILITY: unlimited 
 

PARACHUTE INFORMATION 
 
TYPE OF PARACHUTE:  T-10D 
 
MAIN PARACUTE AGE:   
     
MAIN PARACHUTE PIS:   
 
MAIN PARACHUTE DOM:   
 
MAIN PARACHUTE REPACK DATE:  
 
PARACHUTE NUMBER OF JUMPS (ESTIMATE):  
 
TYPE OF RESERVE: SLCP 
 
SLCP PARACUTE AGE:  
 
SLCP PARACHUTE PIS:  
 
SLCP PARACHUTE DOM:  
 
SLCP PARACHUTE REPACK DATE:  
 



SLCP PARACHUTE NUMBER OF JUMPS (ESTIMATE): 
 

JUMPER INFORMATION 
 
TYPE OF INCIDENT: Static line injury 
 
TYPE OF INCIDENT SPECIFY: improper exit with right arm over the static line 
resulting in torn bicep; right arm 
 
JUMPER’S HEIGHT AND WEIGHT: 68”, 195 lbs. 
 
JUMPER’S EQUIPMENT WORN: ACU’S, Alice Pack, LBE, Advanced Combat 
Helmet 
 
EQUIPMENT WEIGHT:  
 
JUMPER’S POSITION:  #24, Right Door, 2nd pass 
 
JUMPER’S NUMBER OF JUMPS: 12 
 
REDEPLOYED WITHIN LAST 90 DAYS: NO 
 
JUMPER’S DATE OF LAST JUMP: 07 NOV 2008 
 
INJURIES:  Right arm, right bicep 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED INCIDENT:  On 14 Jan 2009 (0900) upon exiting 
the right door of a C-130 aircraft the SM (Jumper #24) stated that he handed off his static 
line to the safety, and upon returning his hand to his reserve parachute, he accidently 
placed his hand over the static line, and trapped it with his elbow. The SM stated that 
after he exited the aircraft he felt a pull on his right arm, and once his static line begun to 
elongate, the static line twisted him around while rubbing against his arm. He 
immediately felt the pain, but continued into is 2nd point of performance. The SM landed 
safely, and turned in his equipment into the general population before he realized he was 
injured. 

SUSPECTED CAUSE OF INCIDENT: RECOMMENDATION: On 14 Jan 2009 
(0900) upon exiting the right door of a C-130 aircraft, the SM (Jumper #24) poorly 
handed off his static line to the safety, and continued out the door with a weak exit. After 
he handed off the static line he placed his hand over the static line, and trapped it with his 
elbow. The SM rode the static line all the way down, therefore placing enormous pressure 
on his bicep during the elongation of the static line. The SM’s bicep was torn, and moved 
down two inches requiring medical attention/ possible surgery. The SM recovered his 
equipment, and turned it in with the general population before the injury was reported to 
the Malfunction’s NCO, then reported to the DZSO after another SM (SSG Luis Smith, 



HHC 1/504) observed he was injured. The equipment was not able to be recovered for 
proper inspection. The Static line control was definitely a factor.  

2 Photos to Follow:  

 

 



Unit Address: 2d Reconnaissance Battalion Bld A-71, Camp Lejeune North Carolina 
28542 
 
Branch of Service: Marine Corps 
 
Type of Report: Incident 
 
Unit Being Airlifted: 2d Reconnaissance Battalion 
 
Departure Airfield: North Raleigh Airport, Louisburg, NC 
 
Type of Aircraft: Casa 212 
 
Aircraft Serial Number: 291 
 
Airlift Unit: Rampart Aviation 
 
Drop Zone Name - Location: North Raleigh Airport/Louisburg, NC 
 
Date of Airdrop: 02/27/09 
 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 115 
 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 6500 
 
Drop Zone Elevation Feet - MSL: 350 
 
Surface Winds KTS: 10 
 
Visibility Feet - Miles: Unlimited 
 
Other Type of Parachute - Specify: MMPS DBSL 
 
Other Type of Reserve: MMPS/HR360 
 
Reserve Function Properly: N/A 
 
Main Parachute Age: 3 years 
 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: Jan 07 
 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: Jan 06 
 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 2/26/09 
 
Main Parachute Serial Number: 000269 



 
Main Parachute Number of Jumps: 9 
 
Type of Malfunction: Tree Landing 
 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: Off dropzone tree landing 
 
Jumpers Height and Weight: 68, 170 
 
Jumpers Equipment Weight: N/A 
 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: None 
 
Jumpers Position  - Pass - Stick - Position: 2/3/6 
 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 16 
 
Resulting Injury: The parachutist broke his femur upon landing. 
 
Description of Suspected  - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: The 
parachutist failed to find an appropriate alternate landing zone.  The jumper attempted to 
land his canopy in an opening less than 50X50m.  His canopy struck tree limbs, which 
caused it to lose lift.  The jumper dropped approximately 35 ft and impacted the ground. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: The jumper was participating in a MMPS 
double bag static line course conducted by TECOM.  The jumper encountered high winds 
at altitude and ran with the wind past the drop zone.  He then tried to drive back to the 
DZ instead of finding a large alternate landing area.  The jumper's canopy struck the trees 
and he failed to execute a proper PLF which resulted in the broken femur.  The jumper 
failed to follow the rest of the stick, who all landed on the DZ.   
 
No Photos 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Unit Address: Echo Company 1/507th PIR Fort Benning, GA 31901 
 
Branch of Service: Army 
 
Type of Report: Incident 
 
Unit Being Airlifted: 1/507th Charlie Company Basic Airborne Course, Fort Benning, 
GA 31901 
 
Departure Airfield: Lawson Army Airfield 
 
Type of Aircraft: C-130 
 
Aircraft Serial Number: 80807 
 
Airlift Unit:  
 
Drop Zone Name - Location: Fryar DZ 
 
Date of Airdrop: 01/26/2009 
 
Aircraft Speed KIAS: 130 
 
Aircraft Altitude AGL: 1250 AGL 
 
Drop Zone Evevation Feet - MSL: 315 MSL 
 
Surface Winds KTS: 5 
 
Visibility Feet - Miles: 10 miles 
 
Type of Parachute: T-10 
 
Type of Reserve: SLCP MIRPS 
 
Reserve Function Properly: YES 
 
Main Parachute Age: 8 years 
 
Main Parachute Placed in Service: APR 01 
 
Main Parachute Date of Manufacture: SEP 99 
 
Main Parachute Repack Date: 12/12/08 
 
Main Parachute Serial Number: 16815 



 
Main Parachute Number of Jumps: 150 
 
Type of Malfunction: Distorted Canopy 
 
Type of Malfunction - Incident - Specify: Distorted Canopy with Reserve Activation 
 
Jumpers Height and Weight: 5’11”, 181 lbs 
 
Jumpers Equipment Worn: ACH, load bearing equipment 
 
Jumpers Position  - Pass - Stick - Position: chalk #11, 14th jumper of 16 (left Door) 
 
Number of Jumps Jumper Has: 1 
 
Resulting Injury: None 
 
Description of Suspected  - Malfunction - Incident - Damaged Incurred: Jumper 
stated upon exiting aircraft he (felt) tangles in his risers.  PVT X did not state he tried to 
remove the twists using the bicycling technique.  The SM then stated that he compared 
his rate of decent to that of his fellow jumpers and determined that he was falling faster 
than surrounding jumpers, so he activated his reserve parachute.  Upon completing his 
PLF he noticed that he was one of the first jumpers to the ground.  He sustained no 
injured and his reserve functioned properly.  The SM did not state he saw his main 
parachute falling, collapsing, or in any other distorted position during the incident.  The 
compared rate of descent was the determining factor for the jumper to activate his 
reserve.  The Malfunction NCO, in his statement, points out during his observation of the 
incident he noticed the jumper approximately 250 feet AGL with a fully inflated reserve 
canopy, with the main canopy “collapsing towards the jumper’s feet”.  Other personnel 
on the DZ report the same occurrence.  The Jumpmaster for the left door reports nothing 
out of the ordinary when this jumper left the aircraft. 
 
Suspected Cause of Malfunction - Incident: The field inspection of the parachute 
revealed no abnormalities with the parachute system or any equipment the jumper was 
wearing.  The main canopy was found with some twists at the L-Bar Connector Links and 
intermittently through out the length of the suspension lines with the anti-inversion net 
still twisted in a clockwise direction.  The main canopy was also slightly twisted along 
the length of the canopy.  The malfunction NCO inspected the anti-inversion net and 
found it to he still serviceable and without any foreign objects to prevent it from opening.  
The Malfunction NCO after securing the bridal loop of the main canopy and removing 
the few twists left in the canopy and suspension lines found the system still in proper 
layout.  The main canopy was found to be completely functional and serviceable.  The 
main was returned to the Rigger Shed and was given a Technical Rigger Inspection by 
both the Airdrop Systems Technicians.  All major and sub-components were inspected 
and no major deficiencies were found.  There was a very small hole found just below the 
upper lateral band that was more than likely caused during the opening shock but was not 



related to the incident at all.  The suspected cause of the malfunction/incident was a very 
poor body exit posture and weal exit from the aircraft.  This exit caused the jumper to 
rotate as well as the deployment bag to rotate around the axis of its point of attachment.  
These actions grossly twisted the riser, suspension lines, and possibly the main canopy. 
The jumper, after a failed attempt to remove the twists, more that likely because of 
unfamiliarity with the bicycling technique activated his reserve parachute.  Once the 
reserve was activated, it took over the air space directly above the jumper causing the 
main parachute which was still twisted to begin to deflate which explains the posture of 
the main canopy about 250 feet AGL.  As a result the main canopy had limited lift 
capability increasing the jumper’s rate of descent, which is when the jumper activated his 
reserve. 
 
3 Photos to follow: 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 FROM 1st SFG(A) Fort Lewis, Wa  

 TYPE_OF_REPORT Malfunction 

 UNIT_BEING_AIRLIFTED 1st SFG(A) 

 DEPARTURE_AIRFIELD Mchord Air force Base 

 TYPE_OF_AIRCRAFT C-17 
 AIRCRAFT_SERIAL_NUMBER 990064  

 AIRLIFT_UNIT 7th Airlift SQ, 62 Airwing 

 DROP_ZONE_LOCATION Pt Salinas/Ft Lewis 

 DATE_AND_TIME_OF_AIRDROP 8 /6 /2008 

 AIRCRAFT_SPEED 130 Knt 

 AIRCRAFT_ALTITUDE 1250 

 DROP_ZONE_ELEVATION 310 MSL 

 SURFACE_WINDS 2-3 Knt 

 VISIBILITY unlimited 

 TYPE_OF_PARACHUTE SF10A 

 TYPE_OF_RESERVE SLCP MIRPS 

 RESERVE_FUNCTIONED_PROPERLY N/A 

 MAIN_PARACHUTE_AGE 3 years 

 MAIN_PARACHUTE_PLACED_IN_SERVICE April 2007 

 MAIN_PARACHUTE_DATE_MANUFACTURE May 2005 

 MAIN_PARACHUTE_REPACK_DATE June, 6 2006 
 
 MAIN_PARACHUTE_SERIAL_NUMBER 5084 

 MAIN_PARACHUTE_NUMBER_OF_JUMPS 7 

 TYPE_OF_MALFUNCTION Broken left Control line 

 JUMPER_HEIGHT_AND_WEIGHT 6Ft, 195 Lbs 

 JUMPER_EQUIPMENT_WEIGHT n/a 

 JUMPER_EQUIPMENT_WORN n/a 

 JUMPER_POSITION PJ/1st Pass/ 20th Jumper 

 NUMBER_OF_JUMPS_JUMPER_HAS 42 

 RESULTING_INJURY No Injury 

  

 



DESCRIPTION_OF_SUSPECTED_MALFUNCTION 
 Jumper/Jumpmaster was the last jumper (Primary Jumpmaster) of a 20  
 jumper stick.  Prior to exiting the aircraft he felt that the aircraft began to pick  
 up speed; knocking him off balance.  This caused him to have a bad exit and  
 resulted in numerous twists in his risers.  Once he removed his twist he  
 checked his canopy and secured his toggles.  As he secured his toggles he  
 felt his left control-line fall down on top of his head.  He switched back and  
 forth using the working toggle and pulling a two riser slip on the left side to  
 maintain his direction during his descent until he landed 

 SUSPECTED_CAUSE_OF_MALFUNCTION 
 Excess twists in the risers caused by increased aircraft speed and poor  
 exit.  This caused the control-line to bind near the toggle guide ring; where  
 the excess is stowed.  Because of the aircraft speed the canopy inflated  
 much faster; transferring energy from the opening shock to just below the  
 sewn portion of the canopy.  Since there was no slack in the control-line the  
 cascading lines snapped under the pressure.  The knots just below the  
 toggle showed signs of nylon-on-nylon burns and some filler cord was  
 exposed; showing that there was excessive binding during the deployment  
 phase.  Recommendation: reduce the number of jumpers to 15 each pass (23 
  sec DZ); maintain A/C speed until all jumpers are clear and away. 

 No Photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 FROM 17800 Camp Williams Road 

 TYPE_OF_REPORT Incident 

 UNIT_BEING_AIRLIFTED HHC 160th SOAR 

  DEPARTURE_AIRFIELD    U.R.I. Kingston, RI 

 TYPE_OF_AIRCRAFT CH-47 
 DROP_ZONE_LOCATION     Castle DZ  Kingston, RI 

 DATE_AND_TIME_OF_AIRDROP 8 /9 /2008 

 AIRCRAFT_SPEED 90 

 AIRCRAFT_ALTITUDE 1500 

 DROP_ZONE_ELEVATION 
 SURFACE_WINDS 3-5 

 VISIBILITY unlimited 

 TYPE_OF_PARACHUTE MC1-1D 

 TYPE_OF_RESERVE     SLCP MIRPS 
RESERVE_FUNCTIONED_PROPERLY YES 

 MAIN_PARACHUTE_AGE 13/5 

 MAIN_PARACHUTE_PLACED_IN_SERVICE May 01/June03 

 MAIN_PARACHUTE_DATE_MANUFACTURE May 95/Apr03 

 MAIN_PARACHUTE_REPACK_DATE 11June 08/04 May 08 
 
 MAIN_PARACHUTE_SERIAL_NUMBER 26272/35949 

 MAIN_PARACHUTE_NUMBER_OF_JUMPS 20/10 

 TYPE_OF_MALFUNCTION_OR_INCIDENT MIRPS Activation 

 TYPE_OF_MALFUNCTION mid air entanglement 

 JUMPER_HEIGHT_AND_WEIGHT 
 JUMPER_EQUIPMENT_WEIGHT N/A 

 JUMPER_EQUIPMENT_WORN Main and reserve parachute 
only 

 JUMPER_POSITION 1/1/2and3 

 NUMBER_OF_JUMPS_JUMPER_HAS 
 RESULTING_INJURY N/A 

 DESCRIPTION_OF_SUSPECTED_MALFUNCTION 
 Mid air collision and entanglement between suspension lines of the lower  
 jumpers canopy.  



 Jumpers were unable to clear themselves of the entanglement. 
 Both jumpers were able to activate their reserve parachutes.  
 Both mains and both reserves were completely inflated upon landing.  
 No damage to equipment or injuries to the jumpers. 

 SUSPECTED_CAUSE_OF_MALFUNCTION 
 Improper separation of jumpers in the air.  
 Improper lookout during descent. 

 No Photos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TYPE OF REPORT: T-10 Malfunction 
 
UNIT BEING AIRLIFT: 2/503D INF BN, 173D ABCT 
 
TYPE OF AIRCRAFT: C-130 
 
AIRLIFT UNIT: 37th Air Wing 
 
DROP ZONE: Frida 1, Italy 
 
DATE OF AIRDROP: 12 FEB 2009 
 
AIRCRAFT SPEED: 130 KIAS 
 
AIRCRAFT ALTITUDE: 1000’ AGL  
 
DROP ZONE ELEVATION (FEET/MSL): 693’ MSL 
 
SURFACE WINDS: 2-3 Knots 
 
VISIBILITY: Unlimited 
 

PARACHUTE INFORMATION 
 
TYPE OF PARACHUTE: T-10D   
 
MAIN PARACUTE AGE:  5 years 9 months 
     
MAIN PARACHUTE PIS:  SEP 2003 
 
MAIN PARACHUTE DOM:  MAY 2003 
 
MAIN PARACHUTE REPACK DATE: 13 JAN 2009 
 
MAIN PARACHUTE SN: 860 
 
PARACHUTE NUMBER OF JUMPS (ESTIMATE): 13 
 
TYPE OF RESERVE: SLCP MIRPS 
 
SLCP PARACUTE AGE: 8 years 9 months 
 
SLCP PARACHUTE PIS: JAN 2002 
 
SLCP PARACHUTE DOM: MAY 2000 
 



SLCP PARACHUTE REPACK DATE: 11 DEC 08 
 
SLCP PARACHUTE SN: 3130 
 
SLCP PARACHUTE NUMBER OF JUMPS (ESTIMATE): 10 
 

JUMPER INFORMATION 
 
TYPE OF INCIDENT: T-10D Malfunction 
 
TYPE OF INCIDENT SPECIFY: Main parachute did not deploy 
 
JUMPER’S HEIGHT AND WEIGHT: 69” 178LBS 
 
JUMPER’S EQUIPMENT WORN: ACUs, ACH, M1950 Weapons Case w/ M-4 
 
EQUIPMENT WEIGHT: 10 LBS 
 
JUMPER’S POSITION: 4th Pass, 1st Jumper, Left Door  
 
JUMPER’S NUMBER OF JUMPS: 16 
 
REDEPLOYED WITHIN LAST 90 DAYS: NO  
 
JUMPER’S DATE OF LAST JUMP: 11 FEB 09 
 
INJURIES: None  
 
DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED INCIDENT: Upon exiting the aircraft, the jumper 
reached the end of his 4,000 count and did not feel an opening shock.  His main 
parachute did not deploy.  He reached down and pulled his SLCP MIRPS, which fully 
deployed and safely delivered the jumper to the ground.  When he landed, the main 
parachute was still in the deployment bag.  The Universal Static Line (USL) was not 
attached to the  deployment bag, and the break cord tie was not broken.  The right 
connector link tie was broken and the right set of risers had twisted around the left set 
during the jumper’s decent.  The left connector link tie was still intact when jumper hit 
the ground.   
 
SUSPECTED CAUSE OF INCIDENT: The deployment bag became separated from 
the Universal Static Line (USL) when the jumper exited the aircraft.  During the 
investigation it became clear that the USL was not girth hitched to deployment bag due to 
improper packing procedures. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  I recommend that all packers and IPs be retrained IAW TM 
10-1670-293-23&P on the proper packing and inspection procedures.  I also recommend 



that every Ready For Issue(RFI) T-10D in the shop be broken down, inspected, and 
repacked.   
 
6 Photos to follow 

 



 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
TYPE OF REPORT: INCIDENT  
 
UNIT BEING AIRLIFT:  2/503 INF BN 173RD  
 
TYPE OF AIRCRAFT: C-130 
 
AIRLIFT UNIT: 37TH AIRWING 
 
DROP ZONE: FRIDA 1 DZ, Italy 
 
DATE OF AIRDROP: 11 FEB 09 
 
AIRCRAFT SPEED: 130 KIAS 
 
AIRCRAFT ALTITUDE: 1000’ AGL 
 
DROP ZONE ELEVATION (FEET/MSL):  693’ MSL 
 
SURFACE WINDS: 6 KNOTS 
 
VISIBILITY: UNLIMITED 
 

PARACHUTE INFORMATION 
 
TYPE OF PARACHUTE:  T-10D 
 
MAIN PARACUTE AGE:  N/A 
     
MAIN PARACHUTE PIS:  N/A 
 
MAIN PARACHUTE DOM:  N/A 
 
MAIN PARACHUTE REPACK DATE: N/A 
 
MAIN PARACHUTE SN: N/A 
 
PARACHUTE NUMBER OF JUMPS (ESTIMATE): N/A 
 
TYPE OF RESERVE: SLCP MIRPS 
 
SLCP PARACUTE AGE: N/A 
 
SLCP PARACHUTE PIS: N/A 
 
SLCP PARACHUTE DOM: N/A 



 
SLCP PARACHUTE REPACK DATE: N/A 
 
SLCP PARACHUTE SN: N/A 
 
SLCP PARACHUTE NUMBER OF JUMPS (ESTIMATE): N/A 
 

JUMPER INFORMATION 
 
TYPE OF INCIDENT: Static Line Injury 
 
TYPE OF INCIDENT SPECIFY: Static Line injury to jumper’s right arm  
 
JUMPER’S HEIGHT AND WEIGHT: 72 Inches 165 LBS 
 
JUMPER’S EQUIPMENT WORN: ACUs, ACH 
 
EQUIPMENT WEIGHT: N/A 
 
JUMPER’S POSITION:  Chalk 9, Right Door, 7th Jumper 
 
JUMPER’S NUMBER OF JUMPS: 21 
 
REDEPLOYED WITHIN LAST 90 DAYS: NO 
 
JUMPER’S DATE OF LAST JUMP: unknown 
 
INJURIES: Slight bruising on the upper portion of the jumper’s right arm  
 
DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED INCIDENT: Static Line injury to jumper’s right 
arm 
 
SUSPECTED CAUSE OF INCIDENT: In his statement, the jumper said that upon 
exiting the aircraft he felt a burning sensation on his right arm followed by a sharp jerk 
on his shoulder.  Based on sworn statements from the jumper and Jumpmaster team and 
talking to the jumper, we have determined that either SGT X’s own static line or static 
line from the jumper in front of him wrapped around his arm.  SGT X received slight 
bruising on his right arm from getting his arm caught in a static line.  He was examined 
by the medics on the DZ and released. 
 
 
No Photos 
 
 
 
 



INFORMATION PAPER  
 
 

DATE: 11 AUG 08 
 
TYPE OF REPORT: Malfunction 
 
UNIT BEING AIRLIFT: 56th Troop Command, Rhode Island National Guard 
 
TYPE OF AIRCRAFT: CH-47 
 
AIRLIFT UNIT: 1st Battalion, 169th Aviation Regiment, Connecticut Army National 
Guard 
 
DROP ZONE: Castle DZ, Rhode Island 
 
DATE OF AIRDROP: 091430 (Eastern time) AUG 08 
 
AIRCRAFT SPEED: 90 knots 
 
AIRCRAFT ALTITUDE: 1500’ AGL 
 
DROP ZONE ELEVATION (FEET/MSL): 90’ MSL 
 
SURFACE WINDS: 3-5 knots 
 
VISIBILITY: 10 miles, scattered clouds at 2000’ ceiling AGL 
 

PARACHUTE INFORMATION 
 
TYPE OF PARACHUTE:  MC1-1D 
 
MAIN PARACUTE AGE:  12 years and 2 months 
     
MAIN PARACHUTE PIS:  JUN 97 
 
MAIN PARACHUTE DOM:  FEB 96 
 
MAIN PARACHUTE REPACK DATE: 08 MAY 08 
 
MAIN PARACHUTE SN: 28678 
 
PARACHUTE NUMBER OF JUMPS (ESTIMATE): 37 
 
TYPE OF RESERVE: SLCP 
 



SLCP PARACUTE AGE: 16 years and 3 months 
 
SLCP PARACHUTE PIS: FEB 97 
 
SLCP PARACHUTE DOM: MAY 92 
 
SLCP PARACHUTE REPACK DATE: 16 OCT 07 
 
SLCP PARACHUTE SN: 26891 
 
SLCP PARACHUTE NUMBER OF JUMPS (ESTIMATE): 12 
 

JUMPER INFORMATION 
 
TYPE OF INCIDENT: Damaged Control Line (partial malfunction) 
 
TYPE OF INCIDENT SPECIFY: Control Line Bridle broken upon opening shock of 
the canopy 
 
JUMPER’S HEIGHT AND WEIGHT: 5’9” 
 
JUMPER’S EQUIPMENT WORN: ACU’S, Advanced Combat Helmet 
 
EQUIPMENT WEIGHT: 10 lbs. 
 
JUMPER’S POSITION:  #3 OF 4 (4 PERSONNEL PER PASS) 
 
JUMPER’S NUMBER OF JUMPS: 50 
 
REDEPLOYED WITHIN LAST 90 DAYS: NO 
 
JUMPER’S DATE OF LAST JUMP: 28 JUL 08 
 
INJURIES:  None 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED INCIDENT:  On 09 AUG 08 at approximately 
1430 hrs, a  control line of an MC1-1D parachute had broken loose from the left side of 
the canopy. The jumper, SSG Bradley, stated that it broke loose upon opening shock of 
the canopy. He continued to adjust his direction with the remaining control line and 
landed without any additional incident or injury. Further inspection of the canopy found 
damage to several areas, including almost complete loss of the control line bridle. There 
was no damage found on the control line itself from the riser up to the control line bridle 
guide ring. Only a 3 inch length of the control line bridle remained attached to the canopy 
on radial seam #5, with the remaining amount lost before the jumper landed. An area of 
canopy material from Gore #7, Section 2 was completely torn out in the incident. The 



jumper did not notice the damaged area of the canopy during the descent, and made no 
mention of such. 
 
SUSPECTED CAUSE OF INCIDENT: Improper adjustment of the control line 
 
THEORY: The Control Line Bridle broke first from the damaged area (as noted in 
picture 2) during deployment of the canopy, causing the control line bridle to snap inside 
the canopy. Friction from the snap caused the broken end of the control line bridle to 
attach to the canopy material of Gore #7 through friction burns. Further tension on the 
control line caused from the deployment of the canopy pulled the material free, as well as 
ripped the control line bridle from its stitching on Radial Line #8. This damage may have 
been furthered by the jumper pulling on the control line. Further speculation cannot be 
made without the severed portion of the control line bridle for inspection. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Ensure proper packing procedures by checking tension of 
control lines against the tension of the suspension lines, ensuring that the risers are fully 
extended when checked. 
 
10 Photos to follow: 
 
 
Picture 1 – view of Radial seam #5 with damage in Gore 5, section 3 

 
 



Picture 2 – Interior view of Radial Line #5 showing broken stitching from Control Line 
Bridle, broken 1” below zigzag stitching 

 
 
 
Picture 3 – interior view of Radial line #6 showing remaining zigzag stitching from 
Control Line Bridle being completely ripped away 

 
 
 

<- Lower Lateral 



Picture 4 – Area from Gore #7, Section 2 that had material ripped out during deployment 

 
 
Picture 5 – Area of Gore #7, Section 2 with recovered canopy material 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Picture 6 – Close-up on Gore #7 damage along Radial Line #8 

 
 
Picture 7 – Close-up of damage on Gore #7 at lower edge 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Picture 8 – Burn hole located in material separated from canopy 

 
 
Picture 9 – Additional burn hole located in material separated from canopy 

 
 
 



Picture 10 – Damage/holes in Gore 9, Section 5 

 
 
Picture 11 – Broken Anti-inversion Net on Gore 15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Picture 12 – comparison of control lines at equal tension and risers fully extended 

 
 
 
 
 



UNIT ADDRESS:4th Quartermaster Detachment, Fort Richardson, AK 99505 

BRANCH OF SERVICE: Army 

TYPE OF REPORT: Malfunction 

TYPE OF LOSS: Class N/A -- None 

AIRDROP LOAD MALFUNCTION CATEGORY: Deployment Phase 

UNIT BEING AIRLIFTED:509th Infantry BN 

DEPARTURE AIRFIELD: Elmendorf AFB 

TYPE OF AIRCRAFT:C-17 

AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER:00-0171 

AIRLIFT UNIT:517th AW 

DROP ZONE LOCATION: Malemute DZ, Fort Richardson, AK 

DATE OF AIRDROP (Example 10/31/2001): 1/29/2009 

AIRCRAFT SPEED:145 

AIRCRAFT ALTITUDE (AGL): 1070 

DROP ZONE ELEVATION (FEET/MSL):180  

SURFACE WINDS (KTS):0 

VISIBILITY (FEET/MILES):1 mile 

GENERAL PARACHUTE INFORMATION 

TYPE OF PARACHUTE: G-12E 

NUMBER OF PARACHUTES: 1 

TYPE OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTE: 68" Pilot Chute 

CARGO PARACHUTE AGE: PIS March 2008 

CARGO PARACHUTE NUMBER OF JUMPS: First Use for both G-12/68" Pilot 



CARGO PARACHUTE DATE OF MANUFACTURE: Dec. 1960 

CARGO PARACHUTE REPACK DATE:07 Mar 2008 / 68" January 2009 

AIRDROP EQUIPMENT INFORMATION 

TYPE OF AIRDROP LOAD: LVCDS 

AIRDROP LOAD TOTAL RIGGED WEIGHT: 1004 

RIGGED IAW (FM/TO/NAV): FM 4-20.103 

AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED: CDS 

TYPE OF PLATFORM: SKID BOARD 

POSITION OF LOAD IN AIRCRAFT: Number 3 of 4 on left side 

DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT/DAMAGED 
INCURRED: CDS exited the aircraft and immediately rolled forward and tumbled to the 
ground. The 68" pilot parachute did not deploy. The cargo bag was torn in several places 
(BER). The 68" pilot parachute d-bag was torn in 2 places (BER). 

SUSPECTED CAUSE OF MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT:At some point when the 
bundle started rolling out of the aircraft, the cotter pin came out, allowing the pin to be 
withdrawn from the clevis. As the bundle exited the aircraft, the static line elongated fully 
and then came off the clevis. The force of the static line coming off the clevis caused the 
clevis to be thrown off the anchor line cable and onto the ramp of the aircraft. The load 
impacted the ground with no lift capability. The DD 1748-1 confirms that static line was 
connected to anchor cable. The small clevis was recovered on the tailgate of the A/C. 
Upon inspection it was confirmed that the cotter pin was not bent. A statement from the 
Air Force JAI that attached the static line to the anchor cable confirmed that he did not 
bend the cotter pin. Picture of small clevis will follow.  

1 Photo to follow: 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



UNIT ADDRESS:G-4 Airdrop Branch, 2883 B Avenue, BLDG 7029, Fort Polk, LA 
71459 

BRANCH OF SERVICE: Army 

TYPE OF REPORT: Incident 

AIRDROP LOAD MALFUNCTION CATEGORY: Extraction Phase 

UNIT BEING AIRLIFTED:34th CTS (USAF), Little Rock, AFB 

DEPARTURE AIRFIELD: Alexandria International Airport , Alexandria, LA 

TYPE OF AIRCRAFT:C-130 

AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER:62-21289 

AIRLIFT UNIT:34th CTS (USAF), Little Rock, AFB 

DROP ZONE LOCATION: Anvil Drop Zone, Fort Polk, LA 

DATE OF AIRDROP (Example 10/31/2001): 01/23/2009 

AIRCRAFT SPEED:130 KNTS 

AIRCRAFT ALTITUDE (AGL): 700 FT AGL 

DROP ZONE ELEVATION (FEET/MSL):262 FT 

SURFACE WINDS (KTS):1-2 KNTS 

VISIBILITY (FEET/MILES):500 FT 

GENERAL PARACHUTE INFORMATION 

TYPE OF PARACHUTE: 26 HV 

NUMBER OF PARACHUTES: 2 

OTHER TYPE OF PARACHUTE SPECIFY: N/A 

CARGO PARACHUTE AGE: 14 years 

CARGO PARACHUTE NUMBER OF JUMPS: 8 

CARGO PARACHUTE DATE OF MANUFACTURE: December 1994 



CARGO PARACHUTE REPACK DATE: October 9, 2008 

AIRDROP EQUIPMENT INFORMATION 

TYPE OF AIRDROP LOAD: High Velocity CDS 

AIRDROP LOAD TOTAL RIGGED WEIGHT: 1035 Pounds 

RIGGED IAW (FM/TO/NAV): TM10-1670-276-23&P, FM4-20.103 

AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED: CDS 

OTHER AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED SPECIFY: High Velocity 

TYPE OF PLATFORM: SKID BOARD 

SIZE OF PLATFORM: 48in X 48in 

POSITION OF LOAD IN AIRCRAFT: Center Line, first two loads closest to cockpit 

DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT/DAMAGED 
INCURRED: During a night High Velocity CDS airdrop, the last 2 bundles of a 6 
bundle drop were intertwined when they came out of the aircraft. Parachutes on either 
load failed to inflate. The bundles hit the ground approximately 8 ft., 2 in. apart while still 
intertwined. One parachute had 12 broken lines with nylon to nylon burns by all the 
breaks. The other parachute had no broken lines but several lines were stretched. 

SUSPECTED CAUSE OF MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT: It is suspected that the last 
two bundles of the airdrop did not exit the aircraft as intended. Bundle 6 bumped into 
Bundle 5 while exiting the aircraft causing both loads to entangle and prevent parachutes 
from opening. An aircraft inspection was performed and the air crew interviewed. No one 
on the air crew claims to have seen anything out of the ordinary or anything that would 
cause an incident. The aircraft did not appear to have been damaged during the incident, 
nor could it be determined that an issue with the aircraft or the roller system was the 
cause of the incident.  

4 Photos to follow: 

 



 

 



 
 



 
FROM: 437 OSS/OSK 
 
Date of Incident: 18 Aug 08 
 
Type of Aircraft: C-17A 
 
Tail Number: 980057 (McChord AFB aircraft) 
 
Unit: 57 WPS McGuire AFB, NJ 08641 
 
Type Load: Single Heavy Equipment (CHS AFB rigged equipment) 
 
DZ Name: North EW DZ 
 
Type Drop: Visual 
 
Drop Altitude: 1200 AGL 
 
Formation Position: #2 of 2 Ship 
 
Surface Winds: 160T at 3 knots 
 
Ballistic Wing Used: N/A 
 
GS: 145 knots 
 
Weather: CAVU 
 
II. BRIEF SUMMARY OF FACTS: 
 
The malfunction aircraft was number two (of 2) on North E-W DZ, and they were rigged 
to drop two single heavy equipment (training) platforms to be dropped on subsequent 
passes.  The crew was from the 57th Weapons School, flying a McChord AFB assigned 
tail, using Charleston AFB airdrop assets.  All rigging and before/after-loading JAI 
inspections were carried out by 437AW personnel and Trailboss contracted personnel.  
All events up to and including the extraction sequence went normally using standard C-
17 airdrop procedures.  Throughout the entire extraction sequence on the first planned 
pass, the crew noticed no events out of the ordinary; but were informed shortly thereafter 
by the ground party that there had been a malfunction.  After an in depth scan revealed no 
aircraft damage, the crew contacted 437th OG/OGV and requested input for the decision 
to complete planned AR  training.  The crew returned to Charleston AFB following their 
AR training to download the remaining platform without incident.  The crew was met at 
Base Operations upon their return and debriefed.  Given the lack of aircraft damage, no 
part of the load landing off of the surveyed drop zone, and the initial results from the drop 



zone investigation team, the crew was released with no suspected contribution to this 
malfunction. 
 
IV. CAUSES/FINDINGS: 
 
After review, it was determined that the root cause of this incident was a catastrophic 
failure of the M-1 release assembly shortly after main chute deployment.  Once the 
platform had begun to stabilize under the main parachutes, the upper suspension link 
completely failed and broke into several pieces, resulting in main chute separation from 
the platform.  The platform then fell on its own to land within the confines of the drop 
zone.  Currently only one small piece of the suspension link has been found, which 
clearly displays the catastrophic nature of the failure.  There was no aircraft damage, all 
platforms and rigged equipment landed safely within the confines of the drop zone, and 
no personnel were hurt.  No actions by any crew members, riggers or the joint airdrop 
inspector are believed to have contributed to this malfunction.   
 
V. RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
The remains of this faulty upper suspension link have been collected in addition to the 
entire M-1 release assembly and timing block.  Recommendation: Wing Tactics will 
work with the Quartermaster Center and School, Airdrop Malfunction Office located at 
Fort Lee, VA to provide the remains of this faulty equipment for analysis to identify the 
reason(s) for failure. 
 
437 OSS Wing Tactics will forward the results of this mishap to AMC Tactics upon 
OG/CC review.  Recommendation: A fleet wide inspection of M-1 release assemblies 
(to include the upper suspension link) should be considered following any specific 
deficiencies noted as a result of in depth failure investigation. 
 
No Photos 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



UNIT ADDRESS:86 OSS, Unit 3230 Box 470, APO AE 09094-0470 

BRANCH OF SERVICE: Air Force 

TYPE OF REPORT: Malfunction 

AIRDROP LOAD MALFUNCTION CATEGORY: Extraction Phase 

UNIT BEING AIRLIFTED: 173rd SBS 

DEPARTURE AIRFIELD: ETAR 

TYPE OF AIRCRAFT: C-130 

AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER: 63-8240 

AIRLIFT UNIT: 37AS 

DROP ZONE LOCATION: Bunker DZ, Grafenwoehr, Germany 

DATE OF AIRDROP (Example 10/31/2001): 02/24/2009 

AIRCRAFT SPEED: 140 KNTS 

AIRCRAFT ALTITUDE (AGL): 1233’ 

DROP ZONE ELEVATION (FEET/MSL):2786’ 

SURFACE WINDS (KTS):5 KNTS 

VISIBILITY (FEET/MILES): Unrestricted 

GENERAL PARACHUTE INFORMATION 

TYPE OF PARACHUTE: G-11B 

NUMBER OF PARACHUTES: 2 

TYPE OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTE: 22’ EXT 

NUMBER OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTES: single 

CARGO PARACHUTE AGE: 30 June 2004 

CARGO PARACHUTE NUMBER OF JUMPS: 8 



CARGO PARACHUTE DATE OF MANUFACTURE:  

CARGO PARACHUTE REPACK DATE: 19 FEB 09 

AIRDROP EQUIPMENT INFORMATION 

TYPE OF AIRDROP LOAD: Heavy Equipment sequential load 

AIRDROP LOAD TOTAL RIGGED WEIGHT: 9,850 Pounds 

RIGGED IAW (FM/TO/NAV): 13C7-1-5 

AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED: Low Velocity 

TYPE OF PLATFORM: Type V 

SIZE OF PLATFORM: 16 foot 

EXTRACTION FORCE TRANSFER COUPLER CABLE LENGTH (EFTC): 20 
foot 

POSITION OF LOAD IN AIRCRAFT: 1/1 

NUMBER OF LOCKS/SETTING: 2 locks at 2.75 

DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT/DAMAGED 
INCURRED: Loadmaster improperly rigged 22 foot sequential extraction chute.  The 
transportation tie was never untied and tied properly.  The mis-rigging was also missed 
by the JAI.  The extraction chute was cut away in flight.  Minus the extraction line, there 
was no damage nor personnel injured. 

4 Photos to follow: 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



UNIT ADDRESS:86 OSS, Unit 3230 Box 470, APO AE 09094-0470 

BRANCH OF SERVICE: Air Force 

TYPE OF REPORT: Malfunction 

AIRDROP LOAD MALFUNCTION CATEGORY: Extraction Phase 

UNIT BEING AIRLIFTED: 435th LRS 

DEPARTURE AIRFIELD: ETAR 

TYPE OF AIRCRAFT:C-130 

AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER:62-1835 

AIRLIFT UNIT: 37AS 

DROP ZONE LOCATION: Bunker DZ, Grafenwoehr, Germany 

DATE OF AIRDROP (Example 10/31/2001): 08/26/2008 

AIRCRAFT SPEED:140 KNTS 

AIRCRAFT ALTITUDE (AGL): 1124’ 

DROP ZONE ELEVATION (FEET/MSL):1454’ 

SURFACE WINDS (KTS):calm 

VISIBILITY (FEET/MILES):Unlimited 

GENERAL PARACHUTE INFORMATION 

TYPE OF PARACHUTE: G-12E 

NUMBER OF PARACHUTES: 2 

TYPE OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTE: 15ft EXT 

NUMBER OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTES: single 

CARGO PARACHUTE AGE: 31 Jan 05 

CARGO PARACHUTE NUMBER OF JUMPS: 5 



CARGO PARACHUTE DATE OF MANUFACTURE:  

CARGO PARACHUTE REPACK DATE: 11 aug 09 

AIRDROP EQUIPMENT INFORMATION 

TYPE OF AIRDROP LOAD: Heavy Equipment training load 

AIRDROP LOAD TOTAL RIGGED WEIGHT: 2,900 Pounds 

RIGGED IAW (FM/TO/NAV): 13C7-1-5 

AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED: Low Velocity 

TYPE OF PLATFORM: Type V 

SIZE OF PLATFORM: 12 foot 

EXTRACTION FORCE TRANSFER COUPLER CABLE LENGTH (EFTC): 12 
foot 

POSITION OF LOAD IN AIRCRAFT: 1/1, FS 627 

NUMBER OF LOCKS/SETTING: lock #9 set @ 2.50 

DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT/DAMAGED 
INCURRED: One parachute clevis wasn’t attached to riser extension. 

2 Photos to follow: 



 

 



UNIT ADDRESS:146th OSF/OSK, 106 Mucahey Sr. Channel Islands ANGS, CA 

BRANCH OF SERVICE: Air Force 

TYPE OF REPORT: Malfunction 

AIRDROP LOAD MALFUNCTION CATEGORY: Extraction Phase 

UNIT BEING AIRLIFTED: 146th AW, Channel Is ANGS, CA 

DEPARTURE AIRFIELD: Naval Base Ventura County, Pt MUGU, CA 

TYPE OF AIRCRAFT:C-130J-30 (long) 

AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER:05-1466 

AIRLIFT UNIT: 115th AS, Channel Is ANGS, CA 

DROP ZONE LOCATION: Farm DZ, Edwards AFB Complex, CA 

DATE OF AIRDROP (Example 10/31/2001): 03/11/2009 

AIRCRAFT SPEED:140 KNTS 

AIRCRAFT ALTITUDE (AGL): 590’ 

DROP ZONE ELEVATION (FEET/MSL):2310’ 

SURFACE WINDS (KTS):7 

VISIBILITY (FEET/MILES):Unrestricted 

GENERAL PARACHUTE INFORMATION 

TYPE OF PARACHUTE: G-12E 

NUMBER OF PARACHUTES: 2 

TYPE OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTE: 15ft EXT 

NUMBER OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTES: single 

OTHER TYPE OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTE: 15ft Drogue 

CARGO PARACHUTE AGE: N/A 



CARGO PARACHUTE NUMBER OF JUMPS: N/A 

CARGO PARACHUTE DATE OF MANUFACTURE: N/A 

CARGO PARACHUTE REPACK DATE: N/A 

AIRDROP EQUIPMENT INFORMATION 

TYPE OF AIRDROP LOAD: Unilateral Mass Supply Training 

AIRDROP LOAD TOTAL RIGGED WEIGHT: 3280 Pounds 

RIGGED IAW (FM/TO/NAV): 13C7-1-8 

AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED: Low Velocity 

OTHER AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED SPECIFY: Tow Plate Release 

TYPE OF PLATFORM: Type V 

SIZE OF PLATFORM: 8 foot 

EXTRACTION FORCE TRANSFER COUPLER CABLE LENGTH (EFTC): 12 
foot 

POSITION OF LOAD IN AIRCRAFT: L.S. 900 

NUMBER OF LOCKS/SETTING: (6)-#13,14,15, Lt and Rt 

DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT/DAMAGED 
INCURRED: At 15 seconds prior to green light the 15 FT drogue chute was fully 
deployed.  At green light the tow plate was released by the loadmaster using the tow plate 
release switch on the ramp and Emergency Control Panel (RECP).  The 15ft extraction 
parachute fully deployed, however the load failed to exit, prior to the loadmaster 
releasing the locks using the Cargo Jettison aft locks control switch on the RECP, the 
extraction parachute canopy collapsed.  The loadmaster then started the Heavy 
Equipment Malfunction Checklist IAW TO 1C-130J-9, section 2C-53, page 2C-54. 

Suspected cause of malfunction/incident: Locks failed to release causing excessive 
pressure on the extraction chute.  SUSPECTED CAUSE(S): REFER to T.O. 1C-130J-9 
SECTION 2A. (AIRCREW)1. Loadmaster may have disarmed the system by depressing 
the Option select button (OSB) on the Multifunction Control/Display Unit (MFCD) 
AIRDROP page causing the Locks to transfer from ARMED (displayed in orange), to 
LOCKED. Or. (AIRCREW) 2. Loadmaster may have selected another function page 
causing the locks to transfer from ARMED to LOCKED. (AIRCRAFT) 3. The MFCD 
and the Mission Computer failed to receive/exchange information just prior to green light 



and therefore not releasing the tow plate electrically and maintaining the Locks in a 
Locked position.  (AIRCRAFT) 4. The MFCD failed.  Investigation Findings by 
Maintenance during an operational check showed locks 14L and 14R failed to retract 
along with other locks in the system.  NOTE! Maintenance is going to replace the MFCD 
unit.  See Jobs order sheet items 4,5,6,and 7. 5. Extraction parachute.  This parachute had 
been used 13 times, 6 of which it had been used as a drogue only for training.  Minimum 
time deployed total. 120 seconds Manufacturer: Contract Number 02693 Date of 
Manufacture: Nov 1991 Number of Drops 13. 

1 attachment follows: 





UNIT ADDRESS: 139th OSF/OSK, 705 Memorial Drive St Joseph, MO 64503 

BRANCH OF SERVICE: Air Force 

TYPE OF REPORT: Malfunction 

AIRDROP LOAD MALFUNCTION CATEGORY: Extraction Phase 

UNIT BEING AIRLIFTED: AATTC 

DEPARTURE AIRFIELD: Rosecrans Map, St. Joseph, MO 

TYPE OF AIRCRAFT:C-130 

AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER: 91-1238 

AIRLIFT UNIT: 123 AW/ 165 AS 

DROP ZONE LOCATION: Pony DZ, St. Joseph, MO 

DATE OF AIRDROP (Example 10/31/2001): 02/02/2009 

AIRCRAFT SPEED:140 KIAS 

AIRCRAFT ALTITUDE (AGL): 1480 MSL/ 650 AGL 

DROP ZONE ELEVATION (FEET/MSL):815 

SURFACE WINDS (KTS): 280 @ 10G12 

VISIBILITY (FEET/MILES):Unlimited 

GENERAL PARACHUTE INFORMATION 

TYPE OF PARACHUTE: G-12E 

NUMBER OF PARACHUTES: 2 

TYPE OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTE: 15ft EXT 

NUMBER OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTES: single 

OTHER TYPE OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTE:  

CARGO PARACHUTE AGE: 17 



CARGO PARACHUTE NUMBER OF JUMPS: 29 

CARGO PARACHUTE DATE OF MANUFACTURE: Jan 92 

CARGO PARACHUTE REPACK DATE: 4 Sep 08 

AIRDROP EQUIPMENT INFORMATION 

TYPE OF AIRDROP LOAD: Heavy Equipment/ Training 

AIRDROP LOAD TOTAL RIGGED WEIGHT: 2800 Pounds 

RIGGED IAW (FM/TO/NAV): T.O. 13C7-1-8 

AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED: Low Velocity 

OTHER AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED SPECIFY:  

TYPE OF PLATFORM: Type V 

SIZE OF PLATFORM: 8’ 

EXTRACTION FORCE TRANSFER COUPLER CABLE LENGTH (EFTC): 12 
FT 

POSITION OF LOAD IN AIRCRAFT: 1 of 1 

NUMBER OF LOCKS/SETTING: 1 LOCK/2.50 

DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT/DAMAGED 
INCURRED: 15ft extraction parachute fully deployed.  Enough force was generated by 
extraction chute to complete the extraction phase and transfer to the deployment phase.  
Both G-12 E parachutes deployed correctly.  Sometime after the energy transfer to the 
load, the extraction chute failed.  Suspension lines #3,4,5,6,7,8, and 9 all broke 
approximately 5” above the connector links.  Lower gore panels also separated from the 
suspension lines on #2, 5, and 10. Extraction chute has an in-service date of 12 April 
2001. 

Suspected cause of malfunction/incident:  

Possible: Material fatigue (probable), excessive aircraft speed or wind gusts. 

6 Photos to follow: 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



UNIT ADDRESS: 94th Aerial Delivery Flight 

BRANCH OF SERVICE: Air Force 

TYPE OF REPORT: Malfunction 

AIRDROP LOAD MALFUNCTION CATEGORY: Deployment Recover Phase 

UNIT BEING AIRLIFTED: 94th ADF 

DEPARTURE AIRFIELD: Dobbins ARB, Ga, KMGE 

TYPE OF AIRCRAFT:C-130 

AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER: 81-0629 

AIRLIFT UNIT: 700 AS 

DROP ZONE LOCATION: Ft Gordon, GA 

DATE OF AIRDROP (Example 10/31/2001): 08/04/2008 

AIRCRAFT SPEED:130 IAS 

AIRCRAFT ALTITUDE (AGL): 828 

DROP ZONE ELEVATION (FEET/MSL): 472 

SURFACE WINDS (KTS): Calm 

VISIBILITY (FEET/MILES):Unrestricted 

GENERAL PARACHUTE INFORMATION 

TYPE OF PARACHUTE: G-12E 

NUMBER OF PARACHUTES: 2 

TYPE OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTE: 15ft EXT 

NUMBER OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTES: single 

CARGO PARACHUTE AGE: 55/ 53 yrs 

CARGO PARACHUTE NUMBER OF JUMPS: 16/7 



CARGO PARACHUTE DATE OF MANUFACTURE: 2-53/2-55 

CARGO PARACHUTE REPACK DATE: 03-08/ 05-08 

AIRDROP EQUIPMENT INFORMATION 

TYPE OF AIRDROP LOAD: EFTC 

AIRDROP LOAD TOTAL RIGGED WEIGHT: 3540 Pounds 

RIGGED IAW (FM/TO/NAV): T.O. 13C7-1-5/ 8 

AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED: Low Velocity 

TYPE OF PLATFORM: Type V 

SIZE OF PLATFORM: 8’ 

EXTRACTION FORCE TRANSFER COUPLER CABLE LENGTH (EFTC): 12’ 

POSITION OF LOAD IN AIRCRAFT: FS 600 

NUMBER OF LOCKS/SETTING: 1 /2.50 

DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT/DAMAGED 
INCURRED: Riser extensions prematurely released from the M1 at the start of the 
suspension phase. 

SUSPECTED CAUSE OF MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT: The extraction parachute 
deployed normally and the Type platform was extracted from the aircraft.  As the G12E 
cargo chutes were coming out of the deployment bag prior to opening, the riser 
extensions separated from the M1 shortly after the platform began to fall beneath the 
chutes.  

A thorough investigation was conducted and determined the following: 

a. Friction burns on all four suspension lines indicates the safety ties never broke, 
the suspension lines never deployed. 
b. 550 cord ties securing the M1 release were broken and frayed showing the 
deployment chutes went to the point of beginning the suspension phase. 
c. No presence of the platform wrapping the risers indicates the riser extensions 
released prematurely from the upper suspension link. 
d. All components of the M1 were tested, inspected, and operated within parameters 
IAW AF/AR Directives 
 



Conclusion:  The riser extension keepers on the lower side of the M1 were not seated in 
the upper retainer clamp / suspension link which caused a premature release once the M1 
securing ties broke and the M1 began to rise to a vertical position.  This error was missed 
during the shop final inspection, before load JAI, and the after load JAI. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



UNIT ADDRESS: 11th Quartermaster Company, Fort Bragg, North Carolina 

BRANCH OF SERVICE: Army 

TYPE OF REPORT:  Incident 

UNIT BEING AIRLIFTED: 2BCT 

DEPARTURE AIRFIELD: Pope Air Force Base 

TYPE OF AIRCRAFT: C-130 

AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER: 4404 

AIRLIFT UNIT: 440th AW 

DROP ZONE NAME/LOCATION: Normandy DZ, Ft Bragg, NC 

DATE OF AIRDROP (Example 10/31/2001): 03/4/2009 

AIRCRAFT SPEED (KIAS): 130 

AIRCRAFT ALTITUDE (AGL): 1000 AGL 

DROP ZONE ELEVATION (FEET/MSL): 300 MSL 

SURFACE WINDS (KTS): 2KTS 

VISIBILITY (FEET/MILES):  Unlimited 

GENERAL PARACHUTE INFORMATION 

TYPE OF PARACHUTE: G-11B  

NUMBER OF CARGO PARACHUTE: 2 

TYPE OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTE: 22FT EXT 

NUMBER OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTES: 1  

MAIN PARACHUTE REPACK DATE: TBD 

MAIN PARACHUTE SERIAL NUMBER: TBD 

   



AIRDROP EQUIPMENT INFORMATION 

TYPE OF LOAD:   HMMWV  

TYPE OF MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT SPECIFY: Load landed on top of vehicle 

 RIGGED IAW: FM 4-20.117 

 TYPE OF PLATFORM: TYPE V 

 SIZE OF PLATFORM: 16 FT 

 TOTAL RIGGED WEIGHT: 9,500 LBS 

 POSITION OF LOAD IN AIRCRAFT: 1ST 

 NUMBER OF PLATFORMS OR CONTAINERS: 1 

 EFTC CABLE LENGTH: 16 FT 

 AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED: LVADS 

DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT/DAMAGED 
INCURRED:   

On 4 March 2009 at 2300 on Normandy DZ a C-130 aircraft dropped a 16’ type V 
platform with a HMMVW from the 82nd 325, HQ-71 rigged on it. The load was drop at 
1000 ft above ground level. The load was successfully extracted from the aircraft by the 
22 ft extraction parachute. The two G-11 B parachutes were successfully deployed from 
the deployment bags and the parachutes fully inflated delivering the load within 25 
meters of the PI. The load landed on top of the front end of another parked HMMVW 
from the 82nd 325, HQ-32. Nobody was injured and no damage was caused to the 
airdropped vehicle. The extension of the damages to the park HMMWV has not been 
determined at this time. A technical assessment on the damages will be conducted by the 
user unit.  

SUSPECTED CAUSE OF MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT: 

 According to the statements from the driver of the parked HMMVW, HQ-32, the vehicle 
engine was running at the time of the drop and the driver tried to back up the vehicle 
when he saw the air load coming toward him. The vehicle did not move fast enough and 
the air load landed in the front end of the vehicle. The parked vehicle also had a trailer 
attached to it which could have slowed down the backing up process. All air items 
perform as design.  



Recommendations:   Recommend vehicles engines on the drop zone are always running 
during drop time and vehicles should be off the drop zone during heavy drop operations. 
Inform unit chain of command.  

2 Photos to follow: 

 

 



UNIT ADDRESS: 94th Aerial Delivery Flight 

BRANCH OF SERVICE: Air Force 

TYPE OF REPORT: Malfunction 

AIRDROP LOAD MALFUNCTION CATEGORY: Deployment Recover Phase 

UNIT BEING AIRLIFTED: 94th ADF 

DEPARTURE AIRFIELD: Dobbins ARB, Ga, KMGE 

TYPE OF AIRCRAFT:C-130 

AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER: 81-0630 

AIRLIFT UNIT: 700 AS 

DROP ZONE LOCATION: Ft Gordon, GA 

DATE OF AIRDROP (Example 10/31/2001): 12/18/2008 

AIRCRAFT SPEED:140 

AIRCRAFT ALTITUDE (AGL): 991 

DROP ZONE ELEVATION (FEET/MSL): 443 

SURFACE WINDS (KTS): 10 knots 

VISIBILITY (FEET/MILES): 3 miles 

GENERAL PARACHUTE INFORMATION 

TYPE OF PARACHUTE: G-12E 

NUMBER OF PARACHUTES: 2 

TYPE OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTE: 15ft EXT 

NUMBER OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTES: single 

CARGO PARACHUTE AGE: 40/17 

CARGO PARACHUTE NUMBER OF JUMPS: 17/8 



CARGO PARACHUTE DATE OF MANUFACTURE: 1968/ 

CARGO PARACHUTE REPACK DATE: Jul 08/  

AIRDROP EQUIPMENT INFORMATION 

TYPE OF AIRDROP LOAD: EFTC 

AIRDROP LOAD TOTAL RIGGED WEIGHT: 3155 

RIGGED IAW (FM/TO/NAV): T.O. 13C7-1-5/ -8 

AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED: Low Velocity 

TYPE OF PLATFORM: Type V 

SIZE OF PLATFORM: 8 FT 

EXTRACTION FORCE TRANSFER COUPLER CABLE LENGTH (EFTC): 12’  

POSITION OF LOAD IN AIRCRAFT: FS 605 (CB) 

NUMBER OF LOCKS/SETTING: 1 /2.5 

DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT/DAMAGED 
INCURRED: 

 M1 did not release riser extensions after the Type V platform landed on the drop zone. 
The airdrop was normal from the extraction phase thru the suspension phase.  After the 
Type V platform landed on the drop zone, the G12 chutes rolled slightly to the right to a 
position behind the platform.  The chutes remained inflated (10 knot surface wind) and 
the M1 did not release the riser extensions.  The platform was pulled over resting upside 
down.  The chutes deflated shortly after thereafter. 

SUSPECTED CAUSE OF MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT: 

Initial investigation revealed the time block was still in the up position preventing the 
release of the riser extensions.  The MO pulled on the timer block and felt some 
resistance trying to release the riser extensions from the upper suspension link.  The M1 
was shipped back to the shop and inspected by a third party rigger.   
Observation:  One of the four cover plate screws on the back of the timer block has 
several raised burrs.  There were slight scratch marks on the M1 back plate in line with 
the travel of the timer block screws. It appears that a final check of the screws was 
accomplished prior to assembly of the M1 and the screw was burred. MSgt Cherry will 
have the timer block at the MRB.  
 



3 Photos to follow: 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 FROM 437 AW 

 TYPE_OF_REPORT Malfunction 
 
  AIRDROP_LOAD_MALFUNCTION_CATEGORY Deployment Recovery Phase 

 UNIT_BEING_AIRLIFTED 437 AW 

 DEPARTURE_AIRFIELD Charleston AFB, SC 

 TYPE_OF_AIRCRAFT C-17 

 AIRCRAFT_SERIAL_NUMBER 980057 

 AIRLIFT_UNIT 57 WPS 

 DROP_ZONE_LOCATION North Field 
 DATE_AND_TIME_OF_AIRDROP 8 /18/2008 

 AIRCRAFT_SPEED 145 

 AIRCRAFT_ALTITUDE 1200 

 DROP_ZONE_ELEVATION 265 

 SURFACE_WINDS 3 

 VISIBILITY Unlimited 

 TYPE_OF_PARACHUTE G-12E 

 NUMBER_OF_PARACHUTES 2 

 OTHER_TYPE_OF_PARACHUTE_SPECIFIED N/A 

 TYPE_OF_EXTRACTION_PARACHUTE 15 FT Extraction 

 NUMBER_OF_EXTRACTION_PARACHUTES Single 

 OTHER_TYPE_OF_EXTRACTION_PARACHUTE N/A 

 CARGO_PARACHUTE_AGE Unknown 

 CARGO_PARACHUTE_PLACED_IN_SERVICE Unknown 

 CARGO_PARACHUTE_DATE_OF_MANUFACTURE Unknown 

 CARGO_PARACHUTE_REPACK_DATE Unknown 

 TYPE_OF_AIRDROP_LOAD Training 

 AIRDROP_LOAD_TOTAL_RIGGED_WEIGHT 2990 

 RIGGED_IAW 13C7-1-8 

 AERIAL_DELIVERY_SYSTEM_USED LOW VELOCITY 

 OTHER_AERIAL_DELIVERY_SYSTEM_USED None 

 TYPE_OF_PLATFORM TYPE V 

 SIZE_OF_PLATFORM 8 foot 



 EXTRACTION_FORCE_TRANSFER_CABLE_SIZE 12 FT 

 POSITION_OF_LOAD_IN_AIRCRAFT 1 

 NUMBER_OF_LOCK_AND_SETTING 17/18 @ 1500 

 DESCRIPTION_OF_SUSPECTED_MALFUNCTION 
 During deployment of the recovery parachutes the M-1 release assembly  
 failed.   

 SUSPECTED_CAUSE_OF_MALFUNCTION 
 The upper suspension link broke into at least two pieces causing  
 catastrophic failure of the entire M-1 release assembly. 

No Photos  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FROM 2nd Battalion, 5th SFG 
 Ft. Campbell, KY  

 TYPE_OF_REPORT Malfunction  
 AIRDROP_LOAD_MALFUNCTION_CATEGORY Extraction Phase 

 UNIT_BEING_AIRLIFTED 2nd Battalion, 5th SFG   
 DEPARTURE_AIRFIELD George Air Force Base 

 TYPE_OF_AIRCRAFT C-130 

 AIRCRAFT_SERIAL_NUMBER VNGR352 

 AIRLIFT_UNIT 3rd Marine Airwing 

 DROP_ZONE_LOCATION Clemets Island, Nots DZ 
 DATE_AND_TIME_OF_AIRDROP 8 /10/2008 

 AIRCRAFT_SPEED 120 kts 

 AIRCRAFT_ALTITUDE 1250 feet 

 DROP_ZONE_ELEVATION Sea level 

 SURFACE_WINDS 10 kts 

 VISIBILITY 5 miles 

 TYPE_OF_PARACHUTE G-12E 

 NUMBER_OF_PARACHUTES 2 

 OTHER_TYPE_OF_PARACHUTE_SPECIFIED 2x68" Pilot Parachute 

 TYPE_OF_EXTRACTION_PARACHUTE 15 FT Extraction 

 NUMBER_OF_EXTRACTION_PARACHUTES Single 

 OTHER_TYPE_OF_EXTRACTION_PARACHUTE N/A 

 CARGO_PARACHUTE_AGE unknown 

 CARGO_PARACHUTE_PLACED_IN_SERVICE unknown 

 CARGO_PARACHUTE_DATE_OF_MANUFACTURE unknown 
 CARGO_PARACHUTE_REPACK_DATE unknown 

 TYPE_OF_AIRDROP_LOAD Double SOCEP 

 AIRDROP_LOAD_TOTAL_RIGGED_WEIGHT 2900 lbs 

 RIGGED_IAW FM 4-20.142 

 AERIAL_DELIVERY_SYSTEM_USED LOW VELOCITY 

 OTHER_AERIAL_DELIVERY_SYSTEM_USED N/A 

 TYPE_OF_PLATFORM SOCEP 

 SIZE_OF_PLATFORM 144"x75" 



 EXTRACTION_FORCE_TRANSFER_CABLE_SIZE Choose One 

 POSITION_OF_LOAD_IN_AIRCRAFT Forward Load of Aircraft 

 NUMBER_OF_LOCK_AND_SETTING N/A 

 DESCRIPTION_OF_SUSPECTED_MALFUNCTION 
 The airdrop was 2 x SOCEP sequential loads.  The first single SOCEP  
 from malfunction Rigger's view extracted and deployed as intended.  Due to  
 Aircrew recalculations of winds the distance from the Malfunction NCO, co- 
 located with DZSO position and release point was an estimated 1/2 mile  
 apart.  During the extraction phase of the second load the Malfunction NCO  
 observed the extraction parachute deploy and load following as intended.  At 
  the point of the deployment phase the extraction parachute disconnected,  
 and the G-12E parachutes never deployed as intended.  Upon arrival to the  
 Double SOCEP the recovery team observed that one of the G-12E's was  
 partially deployed.  The second G-12E was still in a packed configuration.  
 After securing the ZODIAC boats the recovery team made an attempt to  
 recover the parachutes and Air Items, but due to lack of equipment, low light  
 visibility, and depth of water the air items and parachutes could not be  
 recovered. The top ZODIAC was damaged on the entire right side and was  
 recovered; however, the bottom boat was driven off the drop zone. 

 SUSPECTED_CAUSE_OF_MALFUNCTION 
 It is suspected that the static line wrapped it self around the G-12E  
 parachutes causing the extraction parachute to break away clean from the  
 load and parachutes. The G12E parachutes never deployed as intended. It  
 is possible that the anti-oscillation tie, if used on this type of airdrop could  
 have prevented this malfunction.   
 
No Photos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



 FROM  774 EAS Bagram AB 
Afghanistan 

 TYPE_OF_REPORT Malfunction 

 AIRDROP_LOAD_MALFUNCTION_CATEGORY Extraction Phase 

 UNIT_BEING_AIRLIFTED Camp Stone Heart 

 DEPARTURE_AIRFIELD Bagram AB 

 TYPE_OF_AIRCRAFT C-130 

 AIRCRAFT_SERIAL_NUMBER    05-1465 

 AIRLIFT_UNIT 774 EAS 

 DROP_ZONE_LOCATION Bronco DZ, Afghanistan 
 DATE_AND_TIME_OF_AIRDROP 8 /12/2008 

 AIRCRAFT_SPEED 140 

 AIRCRAFT_ALTITUDE 1500 

 DROP_ZONE_ELEVATION 1604 

 SURFACE_WINDS 10G15 

 VISIBILITY unlimited 

 TYPE_OF_PARACHUTE G-12E 

 NUMBER_OF_PARACHUTES 1 

 CARGO_PARACHUTE_AGE    n/a 

 CARGO_PARACHUTE_PLACED_IN_SERVICE n/a 

 CARGO_PARACHUTE_DATE_OF_MANUFACTURE n/a 

 CARGO_PARACHUTE_REPACK_DATE n/a 

 TYPE_OF_AIRDROP_LOAD CDS 

 AIRDROP_LOAD_TOTAL_RIGGED_WEIGHT 850 

 RIGGED_IAW  FM 4-20.103, FM 4-20.153, 
FM 20.164 

 AERIAL_DELIVERY_SYSTEM_USED CDS 
 TYPE_OF_PLATFORM SKID BOARD 

 SIZE_OF_PLATFORM 48" 

 POSITION_OF_LOAD_IN_AIRCRAFT LS 634 

 NUMBER_OF_LOCK_AND_SETTING N/A 

 DESCRIPTION_OF_SUSPECTED_MALFUNCTION 
 Load consisted of a double stick of 20 CDS bundles (10 Per Stick) with the 



 CVR deployed.  Bundles were rigged for non-breakaway 1" skid boards with  
 2-ply release gates. Total weight of the load was 28,420lb.  The buffer stop  
 assembly (BSA) was installed with locks 3 & 4 left and right engaged.  Two  
 chains and devices (one upper and one lower were used per side IAW TO- 
 1C-130J-9. 
  
 At "Green Light" the left stick release gate cut and the right release gate  
 failed to cut.  The forward most bundle in the left stick failed to exit the  
 aircraft. 

 SUSPECTED_CAUSE_OF_MALFUNCTION 
 The gate malfunction appeared to be caused by the guillotine knife not  
 being sharp enough to cut the double release gate, in addition to the gate  
 not being tight enough. 
  
 The forward-most bundle on the left stick appeared to have interfered with  
 the aft most MB-1 tie down device from the BSA during the exit approximately 
 25-30 inches aft of it's original location.  However, the bundle rolled forward  
 in the aircraft when the flaps were reset to 50% during the malfunction  
 checklist. 
 
No Photos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 FROM 437 AW 

 TYPE_OF_REPORT Incident 
  
 AIRDROP_LOAD_MALFUNCTION_CATEGORY Extraction Phase 

 UNIT_BEING_AIRLIFTED 437 AW 

 DEPARTURE_AIRFIELD Charleston AFB,SC 

 TYPE_OF_AIRCRAFT C-17 

 AIRCRAFT_SERIAL_NUMBER    01-0194 

 AIRLIFT_UNIT 15 AS 

 DROP_ZONE_LOCATION  North Field Aux, 
Orangeburg, SC 

 DATE_AND_TIME_OF_AIRDROP 8 /11/2008 

 AIRCRAFT_SPEED 145 

 AIRCRAFT_ALTITUDE 565  

 DROP_ZONE_ELEVATION 265 

 SURFACE_WINDS 3 

 VISIBILITY unrestricted 

 TYPE_OF_PARACHUTE G-12E 

 NUMBER_OF_PARACHUTES 2 

 TYPE_OF_EXTRACTION_PARACHUTE  15 FT Extraction 

 NUMBER_OF_EXTRACTION_PARACHUTES Single 

 OTHER_TYPE_OF_EXTRACTION_PARACHUTE 
 CARGO_PARACHUTE_AGE 
 CARGO_PARACHUTE_PLACED_IN_SERVICE 
 CARGO_PARACHUTE_DATE_OF_MANUFACTURE 
 CARGO_PARACHUTE_REPACK_DATE 
 TYPE_OF_AIRDROP_LOAD Single Low Velocity 

 AIRDROP_LOAD_TOTAL_RIGGED_WEIGHT 3010 

 RIGGED_IAW 13C7-1-5 

 AERIAL_DELIVERY_SYSTEM_USED LOW VELOCITY 

 TYPE_OF_PLATFORM     TYPE V 

 SIZE_OF_PLATFORM 8 Foot 

 EXTRACTION_FORCE_TRANSFER_CABLE_SIZE Choose One 



 POSITION_OF_LOAD_IN_AIRCRAFT FS 940 

 NUMBER_OF_LOCK_AND_SETTING 2/ 1500 

 DESCRIPTION_OF_SUSPECTED_MALFUNCTION 
 During Release Point Checklist of TOT#2 Drogue Deployed "OK".  and  
 loadmaster noticed drogue chute dragging very low.  Drogue Chute was still  
 visible to Primary LM on drogue Video Camera.  At the Green Light  
 extraction chutes deployed.  The was a loud noise that was heard by the  
 Loadmasters.  Upon investigation it was determined that the ramp edge  
 cover was damaged.  
 SUSPECTED_CAUSE_OF_MALFUNCTION 
 Ramp Edge cover was damaged beyond repair when contact with the H- 
 block during release.  This was possibly caused by the drogue parachute  
 was dragging low before release. 
 
No Photos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   

  



 FROM  86 OSS, UNIT 3230 BOX 
470, APO AE  

 TYPE_OF_REPORT Malfunction 
  
 AIRDROP_LOAD_MALFUNCTION_CATEGORY Release Phase 

 UNIT_BEING_AIRLIFTED 435th LRS 

 DEPARTURE_AIRFIELD  ETAR (RAMSTEIN AB) 
GERMANY 

 TYPE_OF_AIRCRAFT C-130 

 AIRCRAFT_SERIAL_NUMBER    64-7834 

 AIRLIFT_UNIT 37TH AS 

 DROP_ZONE_LOCATION  BUNKER DZ-
GRAFENWOEHR,  

 GERMANY 
 DATE_AND_TIME_OF_AIRDROP 8 /6 /2008 

 AIRCRAFT_SPEED 130 knots 

 AIRCRAFT_ALTITUDE 6,000 

 DROP_ZONE_ELEVATION 1455 

 SURFACE_WINDS CALM 

 VISIBILITY 5 MILES 

 TYPE_OF_PARACHUTE 26 HV 

 NUMBER_OF_PARACHUTES 1 

 CARGO_PARACHUTE_AGE    2005 

 CARGO_PARACHUTE_PLACED_IN_SERVICE 40 
  
 CARGO_PARACHUTE_DATE_OF_MANUFACTURE 2005 

 CARGO_PARACHUTE_REPACK_DATE 06/08 

 TYPE_OF_AIRDROP_LOAD CDS 

 AIRDROP_LOAD_TOTAL_RIGGED_WEIGHT 1200 lbs 

 RIGGED_IAW 13 C7-1-11 

 AERIAL_DELIVERY_SYSTEM_USED CDS 

 TYPE_OF_PLATFORM     SKID BOARD 

 SIZE_OF_PLATFORM 48"X48" 

 POSITION_OF_LOAD_IN_AIRCRAFT #1-JPADS DROP of 2 

 DESCRIPTION_OF_SUSPECTED_MALFUNCTION 



The airdrop malfunction that occurred is with a 1200lbs. CDS container  
 packed with a  26' Ring slot High Velocity parachute. As the CDS exited the  
 aircraft, the 26' HV parachute began to deploy. It only deployed approximately 
  1/4 full. At that time there was no indication of a cigarette roll or inversion  
 parachute. Due to the chute not being deployed, the CDS descent at a very  
 high rate. Upon landing the CDS container was completely destroyed. I  
 inspected the container and the container and the parachute and there was  
 no visual discrepancies. 

 SUSPECTED_CAUSE_OF_MALFUNCTION 
 I had discovered that the cause of this malfunction is due to parachute air 
 starvation. The parachute only deployed partially, causing the load to  
 descent quickly and being destroyed on impact. 
 
No Photos 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FROM  86 OSS, UNIT 3230 BOX 
470, APO AE  

 09094-0470 
 TYPE_OF_REPORT Malfunction 

 TYPE_OF_LOSS Class N/A -- None 

 AIRDROP_LOAD_MALFUNCTION_CATEGORY Release Phase 

 UNIT_BEING_AIRLIFTED  435th LRS,435 ABW, 
Ramstein AB 

 DEPARTURE_AIRFIELD (ETAR) Ramstein AB 

 TYPE_OF_AIRCRAFT C-130 

 AIRCRAFT_SERIAL_NUMBER    63-7834 

 AIRLIFT_UNIT  37th AS, Ramstein AB, 
Germany 

 DROP_ZONE_LOCATION  Bunker DZ, Grafenwoehr, 
Germany 

 DATE_AND_TIME_OF_AIRDROP 8 /12/2008 

 AIRCRAFT_SPEED 130 knots 

 AIRCRAFT_ALTITUDE 650 AGL 

 DROP_ZONE_ELEVATION 1509 feet 

 SURFACE_WINDS Calm 

 VISIBILITY 5 miles 

 TYPE_OF_PARACHUTE 26 HV 

 NUMBER_OF_PARACHUTES 1 

 OTHER_TYPE_OF_PARACHUTE_SPECIFIED 

 CARGO_PARACHUTE_AGE    3 years 

 CARGO_PARACHUTE_PLACED_IN_SERVICE 40 
 
 CARGO_PARACHUTE_DATE_OF_MANUFACTURE 2005 
 CARGO_PARACHUTE_REPACK_DATE 6/9/2008 

 TYPE_OF_AIRDROP_LOAD Container Delivery System 

AIRDROP_LOAD_TOTAL_RIGGED_WEIGHT 2400 lbs(4 bundles- 600lbs              
each) 

 RIGGED_IAW 13 C7-1-11 

 AERIAL_DELIVERY_SYSTEM_USED CDS 

 TYPE_OF_PLATFORM     SKID BOARD 



 SIZE_OF_PLATFORM 48"x48" 

 POSITION_OF_LOAD_IN_AIRCRAFT  #2-RIGHT SIDE OF 
DOUBLE STICK 

 DESCRIPTION_OF_SUSPECTED_MALFUNCTION 
 At green light release gates cut (double stick w/CVR).  2 Left side bundles  
 gravity exited normally, right side was slow to roll. The first bundle exited,  
 however the last bundle bound up. No damaged occurred to the 600lb CDS  
 bundle or to the aircraft. 
 SUSPECTED_CAUSE_OF_MALFUNCTION 
 Upon inspection of the CDS container and pushing it in and out of the  
 CVR. It was noticed that the CDS container when pushed out of the aircraft  
 tracked from right to left causing the skidboard to wedge itself against the  
 CVR. It was noticed that the inboard conveyor on the right side was slightly  
 bent inward at approximately F.S. 700. When pushed back into the aircraft  
 the CDS would start tracking right at approximately this location and would  
 wedge itself against the dual rail. 
 
No Photos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 



 
 FROM  455 EOSS, 455 EOG, 455 

AEW,  
 Bagram AB, Afghanistan 

 TYPE_OF_REPORT Malfunction 

 TYPE_OF_LOSS Class N/A -- None 

 AIRDROP_LOAD_MALFUNCTION_CATEGORY Release Phase 

 UNIT_BEING_AIRLIFTED 2-506th 

 DEPARTURE_AIRFIELD Bagram, Afghanistan 

 TYPE_OF_AIRCRAFT C-17 

 AIRCRAFT_SERIAL_NUMBER    01-0187 

 AIRLIFT_UNIT 816 EAS 

 DROP_ZONE_LOCATION Jerky DZ, Afghanistan 
 DATE_AND_TIME_OF_AIRDROP 8 /6 /2008 

 AIRCRAFT_SPEED 145 KIAS 

 AIRCRAFT_ALTITUDE 3013 

 DROP_ZONE_ELEVATION 7033 

 SURFACE_WINDS 009/1 

 VISIBILITY Unlimited 

 NUMBER_OF_PARACHUTES 1 

 OTHER_TYPE_OF_PARACHUTE_SPECIFIED LCADS-HV 

 CARGO_PARACHUTE_AGE N/A 

 CARGO_PARACHUTE_PLACED_IN_SERVICE N/A 
 
 CARGO_PARACHUTE_DATE_OF_MANUFACTURE N/A 

 CARGO_PARACHUTE_REPACK_DATE N/A 

 TYPE_OF_AIRDROP_LOAD CDS 

 AIRDROP_LOAD_TOTAL_RIGGED_WEIGHT 19 Bundles at 1200lbs each 

 RIGGED_IAW  FM 4-20.103, FM 4-20.153, 
FM 20.164 

 AERIAL_DELIVERY_SYSTEM_USED CDS 

 TYPE_OF_PLATFORM     SKID BOARD 

 SIZE_OF_PLATFORM 48" 

 POSITION_OF_LOAD_IN_AIRCRAFT Aircraft left stick 



 DESCRIPTION_OF_SUSPECTED_MALFUNCTION 
 CDS gate 5 left failed to release on "green light" and failed to release  
 using the back-up switch.  This caused the entire left stick to remain in the  
 aircraft.   
 SUSPECTED_CAUSE_OF_MALFUNCTION 
 When the inspectors attempted to recreate the incident on the ground the  
 EGRM failed to release again.  The cable from the aircraft power source to  
 the EGRM was replaced and the system was pre-flighted again.  The system 
  worked IAW specifications.  Suspect a bad EGRM cable.  The cable was  
 pre-flighted and worked on the ground at Al Udied. 

  

No Photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 FROM 919 LRS, Duke Field Fl 

 TYPE_OF_REPORT Malfunction 
  
 AIRDROP_LOAD_MALFUNCTION_CATEGORY Deployment Recovery Phase 

 UNIT_BEING_AIRLIFTED 711 SOS 

 DEPARTURE_AIRFIELD Duke Fld Fl 

 OTHER_TYPE_OF_AIRCRAFT MC-1300E 

 AIRCRAFT_SERIAL_NUMBER 64-0568 

 AIRLIFT_UNIT 711 SOS 

 DROP_ZONE_LOCATION  Sontay DZ, Range 2915, 
Eglin AFB Fl 

 DATE_AND_TIME_OF_AIRDROP 8 /4 /2008 

 AIRCRAFT_SPEED 140KIAS 

 AIRCRAFT_ALTITUDE 550 

 DROP_ZONE_ELEVATION 113 

 SURFACE_WINDS 0 

 VISIBILITY Unlimited 

 TYPE_OF_PARACHUTE G-12E 

 NUMBER_OF_PARACHUTES 2 

 TYPE_OF_EXTRACTION_PARACHUTE  15 FT Extraction 

 NUMBER_OF_EXTRACTION_PARACHUTES Single 

 CARGO_PARACHUTE_AGE    ? 

 CARGO_PARACHUTE_PLACED_IN_SERVICE ? 
 
 CARGO_PARACHUTE_DATE_OF_MANUFACTURE ? 
 CARGO_PARACHUTE_REPACK_DATE ? 

 TYPE_OF_AIRDROP_LOAD  Heavy equipment Training 
Load 

 AIRDROP_LOAD_TOTAL_RIGGED_WEIGHT 3550 

 RIGGED_IAW 13C7-1-5 

 AERIAL_DELIVERY_SYSTEM_USED LOW VELOCITY 

 TYPE_OF_PLATFORM     TYPE V 

 SIZE_OF_PLATFORM 8FT 

 EXTRACTION_FORCE_TRANSFER_CABLE_SIZE 12 FT 



 POSITION_OF_LOAD_IN_AIRCRAFT CB FS 650 1 OF 1 HE 

 NUMBER_OF_LOCK_AND_SETTING 1 LOCK #9 Set at 2.5 

 DESCRIPTION_OF_SUSPECTED_MALFUNCTION 
 Load exited and was extracted from the aircraft normally and began 90  
 degree rotation, During deployment phase the deployment parachutes  
 partially began to inflate and then separated from the platform before ever  
 fully inflating.  Load continued nose downward rotation without stabilizing  
 and balistically impacted the ground 220 yards @ 1200 from the HE PI.   
 The deployment chutes fell 50 yards at 0600 from the PI.  Aircrew, DZO, DZE 
  and ground party confirmed the load exited normally from the aircraft and no  
 onboard malfunctions occurred.  The load and chutes were left in place until  
 the morning. 

 SUSPECTED_CAUSE_OF_MALFUNCTION 
 After inspection of the HE load in the daylight the M-1 was slightly  
 damaged, everything seemed to be normal and it was determined tat slight  
 damage was due to impact.  The M-1 was brought to the shop and checked  
 and taken apart and the timer was not damaged and was tested numerous  
 times.  Each time the timer released between 7 and 8 seconds with the  
 requirement being 12 to 16 seconds, this would have been consistent with  
 aircrew, DZO and ground party statements of sequence of events, the Timer  
 would have released about the same time the chutes were inflating, any left  
 or right movement of the load would have caused the deployment chutes to  
 release from the load and is what witnesses said appeared to happen.   
 Each remaining timer in our inventory is being inspected at this time.    
 
No Photos 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
AIRDROP MALFUNCTION REPORT 

 
I. DATA 
 
Date of Incident: 15 SEP 08 
 
Type Aircraft: C-130  
 
Aircraft Serial Number: 89-1183 
 
Unit: 105th Airlift Squadron/ 118th Airlift Wing, Tennessee Air National Guard 
 
Type Load: Heavy Equipment (HE) Platform (Type V Platform; Size: 8 feet; Airdrop 
Weight: 3500 lb; Parachute Type: G-12E) 
 
DZ Name: CORREGIDOR DROP ZONE/ FORT CAMBPBELL ARMY 
RESERVATION, KY 
 
Type Drop: Visual CARP 
 
Drop Altitude: 550 AGL/ 1150 MSL 
 
Formation Position: N/A Single Ship 
 
Drop Score: HE Platform: 30 yards/unknown clock pos; One Main Cargo Parachutes: 30 
yards/unknown clock pos: Second chute 40 yards/unknown clock pos  
 
Surface Winds: Variable 360/3 
 
Altitude Winds: Forecast 350/5: Actual unknown 
 
Ballistic Wind: Unknown 
 
Airspeed: 140KIAS/Groundspeed 138 Knots 
 
Drift: 1 Right 
 
Weather: VMC 
 
II. BRIEF SUMMMARY OF FACTS 
 

The 118th OSF Weapons and Tactics Officer collected written and verbal 
statements from the incident aircrew, the drop zone controlling officer, and aerial-port 
personnel. The mission was a single ship unilateral training sortie for a planned heavy 
equipment training airdrop Heavy Equipment training platform (HE). The route was 



performed in accordance with local procedures.  The weather was VFR at the time of the 
incident; the sortie was flown in accordance with local tactical visual procedures.  All 
appropriate heavy equipment pre-slowdown, slowdown, and drop execution checklists 
and procedures were accomplished in accordance with Dash-1 procedures by the incident 
crew. The HE airdrop load departed the aircraft without incident.  
 

Verbal statements from the incident drop zone controlling officer, incident 
aircrew, and aerial port personnel indicate that the extraction parachute for the incident 
heavy equipment platform operated normally and the HE platform exited the aircraft 
without incident. After exiting the aircraft, the main cargo deployment parachutes (2 x 
type G-12E) deployed normally.  After extraction of the HE load, the Instructor 
Loadmaster witnessed that one of the deployment parachutes appeared to be 1/3 filled 
with air and the DZSO and Aerial Port personnel witnessed that one of the deployment 
chutes had disengaged from the HE platform.  The incident HE platform impacted the 
ground approximately 30 yards from the drop zone point of impact, “with a firmer than 
normal impact” (DZSO).  A few seconds after the HE impacted the DZ, the second 
deployment chute landed approximately 10 yards away from the HE platform and first 
deployment chute.  The impact of the HE platform destroyed the actuator arm of the HE 
platform (Cost $438.00 USD). The incident aircrew was unaware of a drop malfunction 
until briefed by the Launch Control Officer after the sortie. 
 
 
III. CAUSES/FINDINGS 
 

Following in depth review of witnesses and incident member’s statements, the 
function, operation, and probable malfunction modes of airdrop load equipment, the 
following pertinent facts were determined: 
 

1. Shortly after the deployment phase, one of the deployment chutes separated 
from the HE training platform, the other chute functioned normally.  This 
separation occurred at the M-1 parachute release assembly (part number: 
293N257-92-11-1-1487-1; serial number: 4259) (Causal). 
 
2. The mid-air separation of the deployment parachute and the HE platform 
occurred after extraction from the aircraft and before full inflation of both 
deployment chutes (one fully inflated, the other partially inflated) (Finding) 
 
3. The resulting mid-air separation caused the HE equipment training platform to 
impact the ground with only one deployment parachute, resulting in destruction of 
the HE actuator arm (Finding). 
 
4. The malfunctioning G-12E parachute landed approximately 10 yards from the 
HE platform and the other G-12E deployed and released normally(Finding). 
 
5. DD form 1748, Joint Airdrop Inspection Record and member statements 
indicated that the M-1 parachute release assembly was: 



 a. positioned correctly and secured to the airdrop load 
 b. parachute connectors were properly seated in the retainer clamp 

c. release timer keys were extended, arming lanyard wire was seated, and 
the lanyard safetied and secured to the parachute D-Bag handle (finding).  

 6.  The newly acquired M-1 Release Assembly Upper Suspension Link (Serial #  
 5N4654) appears to be a different design than previously used assemblies 
 (Finding). 
  NOTE 1: There appears to be wear on the Upper Suspension Link of the  
  M-1 Release Assembly on the upper right side where the arming lanyard   
  is tied to the bags. 
  NOTE 2:  The drop malfunctions of 9-08-2008 and 9-15-2008 were both   
  the newly acquired M-1 Release Assembly Upper Suspension Links that  
  were unit replaced after the recommendation from the 6-03-2007 airdrop  
  malfunction.     

7.  The destruction of the actuator arm on the HE load occurred due to the impact 
of the load and is not suspected to be involved with the departure of the 
deployment parachute from the HE platform (Finding).  

   
   
After investigation of the pertinent facts and an inspection of the M-1 Release 

assembly it is determined that for an unknown reason the Parachute Connector (part 
number: 1-1-150-1) for the G-12E deployment parachute became disconnected from the 
Upper Suspension Link (part number: 1-1-1498) on the M-1 Release Assembly, causing 
the G-12E to fail to deploy properly.  A probable cause for this occurrence is a bearing 
failure of the upper flange on the Upper Suspension Link (see Attachments 1-3).  
Currently there is no inspection criteria called for in TO 13C7-49-2 other than general 
condition for the Upper Suspension Link. However, a local procedure exists for a three 
person visual inspection of this upper suspension link prior to use for actual airdrops. All 
inspections were conducted to the satisfaction of aerial port and joint inspection 
personnel. 

 
A previous finding recommended unit replacement of all M-1 Release 

Assemblies. The recommendation was complied with by the 118AW and it should be 
noted that the incident M-1 Release Assembly had fewer than 20 airdrops prior to the 
incident. It was also noted by the review board that the maximum weight for the type V 
airdrop platform is 3750lb. and that the incident load was rigged with an airdrop weight 
of 3500lb. 

 
IV. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
1. Add an inspection criteria for the Upper Suspension Link in T.O 13C7-49-2  DD form 
1748. 
 
2. Send malfunctioning M-1 Release Assembly to NATICK for further analysis. 
 



3. Contact a Specialist in Airdrop Rigging and Joint Airdrop Inspection to examine the 
118th AW inventory of M-1 Release Assemblies as well as review 118th AW Airdrop 
Heavy Equipment Rigging Procedures. 
 
4.  Recommend Quality Assurance conduct a Product Deficiency Quality Report on the      
M-1 Release Assemblies, particularly the Upper Suspension Link (SN#4654). 
 
5.  Contact NATICK to discuss possible scenarios that would lead to a malfunction of 
this kind   

 
 
V. CONCLUSIONS 
 
 The 118 Airlift Wing has incurred three instances of this type of malfunction in 
the last 15 months (3 Jun 2007, 8 Sep 2008, and 15 Sep 2008).  In all three cases, one of 
the deployment parachutes released from the Heavy Equipment Platform and the load 
impacted the ground with only one deployment parachute.  In all three cases, there 
appeared to be bearing failure on the right side of the Upper Suspension Link of the M-1 
Release Assembly.   
 The 118th AW put into effect several recommendations that did not alleviate this 
problem.  They were: The 118th AW replaced its entire inventory of M-1 Release 
Assemblies (recommended 3 Jun 2007) and the 118th AW reduced the drop weight of its 
Heavy Equipment Platforms from 3750lbs to 3500lbs.  Neither one of these 
recommendations alleviated these malfunctions. 
NOTE:  The Wing Safety Officer noted that these malfunctions are trends and may 
require a High Accident Potential Investigation.       
 
3 Photos to follow: 
Upper Suspension Link (part number: 1-1-1498), Serial #4654) 

 



 
Upper Suspension Link (part number: 1-1-1498), Serial #4654) 

 
 
Upper Suspension Link (part number: 1-1-1498), Serial #4654) 

 



AIRDROP MALFUNCTION REPORT 
 

I. DATA 
 
Date of Incident: 8 SEP 08 
 
Type Aircraft: C-130  
 
Aircraft Serial Number: 89-1183 
 
Unit: 105th Airlift Squadron/ 118th Airlift Wing, Tennessee Air National Guard 
 
Type Load: Heavy Equipment (HE) Platform (Type V Platform; Size: 8 feet; Airdrop  

Weight: 3750 lb; Parachute Type: G-12E) 
 
DZ Name: CORREGIDOR DROP ZONE/ FORT CAMBPBELL ARMY 
RESERVATION, KY 
 
Type Drop: Visual CARP 
 
Drop Altitude: 650 AGL/ 1250 MSL 
 
Formation Position: No. 2 in a 2- Ship 
 
Drop Score: HE Platform: 75 yards/6 o’clock; Main Cargo Parachutes: 125/6 
 
Surface Winds: Variable 330 to 350 /5 
 
Altitude Winds: 350/10 
 
Ballistic Wind: 350/5 
 
Airspeed: 140KIAS Groundspeed 138 Knots 
 
Drift: 1 Right 
 
Weather: VMC 
 
II. BRIEF SUMMMARY OF FACTS 
 

The 118 OSF Weapons and Tactics Officer collected written and verbal 
statements from the incident aircrew, drop zone (DZ) controlling officer, and aerial-port 
personnel. The mission was a 3-ship unilateral training formation for a planned heavy 
equipment training airdrop (Heavy Equipment training platform). The route was 
performed in accordance with local procedures.  Due to weather requirements the 
formation elected to fly to the weather alternate point for a doors closed simulated 



airdrop, and then performed an ILS recovery into KHOP.  The formation then flew a 
visual formation route and elected to drop on Corregidor DZ using visual procedures.  
The Heavy Equipment airdrop at Corregidor DZ, all appropriate heavy equipment pre-
slowdown, slowdown, and drop execution checklists and procedures were accomplished 
by the incident crew. The HE airdrop load exited the aircraft without incident.  
 

Verbal statements from the incident drop zone controlling officer, incident 
aircrew, and aerial port personnel indicate that the extraction parachute for the incident 
heavy equipment platform operated normally and the HE platform exited the aircraft 
without incident. After exiting the aircraft, the main cargo deployment parachutes (2 x 
type G-12E) deployed normally.  A large oscillation of the heavy equipment load was 
noted by the Drop Zone Control Officer (DZCO).  The Instructor Loadmaster witnessed 
that one of the deployment parachutes disengaged from the heavy equipment load and 
that the two deployment parachutes began falling at different rates with one deployment 
parachute still attached to the platform and one free falling (Instructor Loadmaster).  The 
incident HE platform impacted the ground approximately 75 yards from the drop zone 
point of impact, with no damage to the HE platform.   
 
III. CAUSES/FINDINGS 
 

Following in depth review of witness and incident member statements and the 
function, operation, and probable malfunction modes of airdrop load equipment, the 
following pertinent facts were determined: 
 

1. Shortly after the deployment phase and for an unknown reason, one of the 
deployment chutes separated from the HE training platform, the other chute 
functioned normally.  This separation occurred at the M-1 parachute release 
assembly (part number: 293N257-92-11-1-1487-1; serial number: 4259) (causal). 
 
2. The mid-air separation of the deployment parachute and the HE platform 
occurred after inflation of the main cargo parachutes (finding). 
 
3. The resulting mid-air separation caused the HVY equipment training platform 
to impact the ground with only one deployment parachute, resulting in no damage 
to the HVY equipment platform (finding). 
 
4. The malfunctioning G-12E parachute landed on top of the HVY platform and 
the other G-12E deployed and released normally. 
 
5. DD form 1748, Joint Airdrop Inspection Record and member statements 
indicated that the M-1 parachute release assembly was: 
 a. positioned correctly and secured to the airdrop load 
 b. parachute connectors were properly seated in the retainer clamp 

c. release timer keys were extended, arming lanyard wire was seated, and 
the lanyard safetied and secured to the parachute D-Bag handle (finding). 

  



   
After investigation of the pertinent facts and an inspection of the M-1 Release 

assembly it is determined that for an unknown reason the Parachute Connector (part 
number: 1-1-150-1) for the G-12E deployment parachute became disconnected from the 
Upper Suspension Link (part number: 1-1-1498) on the M-1 Release Assembly, causing 
the G-12E to fail to deploy properly.  A probable cause for this occurrence is a bearing 
failure of the upper flange on the Upper Suspension Link.  Currently there is no 
inspection criteria called for in TO 13C-49-11 other than general condition for the Upper 
Suspension Link. However, a local procedure exists for a three person visual inspection 
of this upper suspension link prior to use for actual airdrops. All inspections were 
conducted to the satisfaction of aerial port and joint inspection personnel. 

 
A previous finding recommended unit replacement of all M-1 Release 

Assemblies. The recommendation was complied with by the 118AW and it should be 
noted that the incident M-1 Release Assembly had fewer than 20 airdrops prior to the 
incident. It was also noted by the review board that the maximum weight for the type V 
airdrop platform is 3750lb. and that the incident load was rigged with an airdrop weight 
of 3750lb. 

 
IV. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
1. Add an inspection criteria for the Upper Suspension Link in T.O 13C-49-11 and DD 
form 1748. 
 
2. Send malfunctioning M-1 Release Assembly to NATICK for further analysis. 
 
3. Reduce the airdrop weight of the type V platform used for training at the 118 Airlift 
Wing to less than the maximum of 3750 lb. 
 
V. CONCLUSIONS 
 
The 118th OG/CC approved the recommendations of this report 
 
No Photos 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



UNIT ADDRESS: 11th Quartermaster Company, Fort Bragg, North Carolina 

BRANCH OF SERVICE: Army 

TYPE OF REPORT:  Malfunction 

UNIT BEING AIRLIFTED: 2BCT 

DEPARTURE AIRFIELD: Pope Air Force Base 

TYPE OF AIRCRAFT: C-17 

AIRDROP LOAD MALFUCTION CATEGORY: Deployment/Recovery 

AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER: 0044 

AIRLIFT UNIT: 437th AW 

DROP ZONE NAME/LOCATION: Gela DZ, Ft Bragg, NC 

DATE OF AIRDROP (Example 10/31/2001): 01/29/2009 

AIRCRAFT SPEED (KIAS): 130 

AIRCRAFT ALTITUDE (AGL): 550 AGL 

DROP ZONE ELEVATION (FEET/MSL): 300 MSL 

SURFACE WINDS (KTS): 2-4 

VISIBILITY (FEET/MILES):  Unlimited 

GENERAL PARACHUTE INFORMATION 

TYPE OF PARACHUTE: G-11B  

NUMBER OF CARGO PARACHUTE: 4 

TYPE OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTE: 22FT EXT 

NUMBER OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTES: 1  

MAIN PARACHUTE REPACK DATE: TBD 

MAIN PARACHUTE SERIAL NUMBER: TBD 



    AIRDROP EQUIPMENT INFORMATION 

TYPE OF LOAD:   HMMWV / M119 

TYPE OF MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT SPECIFY: Recovery/Deployment 

 RIGGED IAW: FM 4-20.119 

 TYPE OF PLATFORM: TYPE V 

 SIZE OF PLATFORM: 32 FT 

 TOTAL RIGGED WEIGHT: 19,200 LBS 

 POSITION OF LOAD IN AIRCRAFT: 1ST 

 NUMBER OF PLATFORMS OR CONTAINERS: 1 

 EFTC CABLE LENGTH: 28FT 

 AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED: LVADS 

DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT/DAMAGED 
INCURRED:   

On 29 January 2009 at 1910 on Gela DZ a C-17 aircraft dropped a 32’ type V platform 
with a HMMVW and a M119 Howitzer rigged on it. The load was dropped at 550 ft 
above ground level. The load was successfully extracted from the aircraft by the 22 ft 
extraction parachute. The four G-11 B parachutes were successfully deployed from the 
deployment bags. In the process of recovery the parachutes starting to inflate but they 
were not fully inflated by the time the load hit the ground. The load impacted the ground 
with enough force to cause damage to both the HMMWV and the M119 Howitzer. The 
extension of the damages has not been determined at this time. A technical assessment on 
the damages will be conducted by the user unit.  

SUSPECTED CAUSE OF MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT: 

 The suspected cause of malfunction was the drop altitude of the load. A load with four 
parachutes has a minimum drop altitude of 750 feet above ground level IAW FM 4-
20.102. The load was dropped at an altitude of 550 feet above ground level IAW with the 
aircraft pilot’s statements. The altitude at which the load was dropped did not meet the 
minimum requirements for a four parachute load. The parachutes did not have enough 
altitude to completely inflate therefore the impact with the ground caused damage to the 
load. 



Recommendations:   Recommend that drop altitudes are emphasized and confirmed 
before any heavy drop operations. Drop altitudes for specific loads are reviewed during 
the Ground Liaison Officer (GLO) meeting where both the Army and the Air Force 
attend.   

5 Photos to follow: 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



UNIT ADDRESS: 11th Quartermaster Company, Fort Bragg, North Carolina 

BRANCH OF SERVICE: Army 

TYPE OF REPORT:  Malfunction 

UNIT BEING AIRLIFTED: 2BCT 

DEPARTURE AIRFIELD: Pope Air Force Base 

TYPE OF AIRCRAFT: C-17 

AIRDROP LOAD MALFUCTION CATEGORY: Deployment/Recovery 

AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER: 0191 

AIRLIFT UNIT: 437th AW 

DROP ZONE NAME/LOCATION: Gela DZ, Ft Bragg, NC 

DATE OF AIRDROP (Example 10/31/2001): 01/29/2009 

AIRCRAFT SPEED (KIAS): 130 

AIRCRAFT ALTITUDE (AGL): 550 AGL 

DROP ZONE ELEVATION (FEET/MSL): 300 MSL 

SURFACE WINDS (KTS): 2-4 

VISIBILITY (FEET/MILES):  Unlimited 

GENERAL PARACHUTE INFORMATION 

TYPE OF PARACHUTE: G-11B  

NUMBER OF CARGO PARACHUTE: 2 

TYPE OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTE: 22FT EXT 

NUMBER OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTES: 1  

MAIN PARACHUTE REPACK DATE: TBD 

MAIN PARACHUTE SERIAL NUMBER: TBD 



            AIRDROP EQUIPMENT INFORMATION 

TYPE OF LOAD:   HMMWV  

TYPE OF MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT SPECIFY: Recovery/Deployment 

 RIGGED IAW: FM 4-20.117 

 TYPE OF PLATFORM: TYPE V 

 SIZE OF PLATFORM: 16 FT 

 TOTAL RIGGED WEIGHT: 9,800 LBS 

 POSITION OF LOAD IN AIRCRAFT: 1ST 

 NUMBER OF PLATFORMS OR CONTAINERS: 1 

 EFTC CABLE LENGTH: 16 FT 

 AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED: LVADS 

DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT/DAMAGED 
INCURRED:   

On 29 January 2009 at 1910 on Gela DZ a C-17 aircraft dropped a 16’ type V platform 
with a HMMVW rigged on it. The load was drop at 550 ft above ground level. The load 
was successfully extracted from the aircraft by the 22 ft extraction parachute. The two G-
11 B parachutes were successfully deployed from the deployment bags. In the process of 
recovery the parachutes starting to inflate but they were not fully inflated by the time the 
load hit the ground. The load impacted the ground with enough force to cause most 
lashings to break and the HMMWV to come half way off the platform. The extension of 
the damages has not been determined at this time. A technical assessment on the damages 
will be conducted by the user unit.  

SUSPECTED CAUSE OF MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT: 

 The suspected cause of malfunction was the drop altitude of the load. A load with two 
parachutes has a minimum drop altitude of 750 feet above ground level IAW FM 4-
20.102. The load was dropped at an altitude of 550 feet above ground level IAW with the 
aircraft pilot’s statements. The altitude at which the load was dropped did not meet the 
minimum requirements for a two parachute load. The parachutes did not have enough 
altitude to completely inflate therefore the impact with the ground caused most lashings 
to break and the load to come half way off the platform. 



Recommendations:   Recommend that drop altitudes are emphasized and confirmed 
before any heavy drop operations. Drop altitudes for specific loads are reviewed during 
the Ground Liaison Officer (GLO) meeting where both the Army and the Air Force 
attend. Inform using unit change of command.  

3 Photos to follow: 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



UNIT ADDRESS: 11th Quartermaster Company, Fort Bragg, North Carolina 

BRANCH OF SERVICE: Army 

TYPE OF REPORT:  Incident 

UNIT BEING AIRLIFTED: 18 FA 

DEPARTURE AIRFIELD: Pope Air Force Base 

TYPE OF AIRCRAFT: C-17 

AIRDROP LOAD MALFUCTION CATEGORY: Extraction Phase 

AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER: 980057  

AIRLIFT UNIT: 57th WPS 

DROP ZONE NAME/LOCATION: Luzon DZ, Ft Bragg, NC 

DATE OF AIRDROP (Example 10/31/2001): 03/23/2009 

AIRCRAFT SPEED (KIAS): 130 

AIRCRAFT ALTITUDE (AGL): 1100 AGL   

DROP ZONE ELEVATION (FEET/MSL): 550 MSL 

SURFACE WINDS (KTS): 2KTS 

VISIBILITY (FEET/MILES):  Unlimited 

GENERAL PARACHUTE INFORMATION 

TYPE OF PARACHUTE: G-11B  

NUMBER OF CARGO PARACHUTE: 2 

TYPE OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTE: 15FT EXT 

NUMBER OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTES: 1  

MAIN PARACHUTE REPACK DATE: TBD 

MAIN PARACHUTE SERIAL NUMBER: TBD 



             AIRDROP EQUIPMENT INFORMATION 

TYPE OF LOAD:  Mass Supply  

TYPE OF MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT SPECIFY: Drogue line became snagged 
on bolt inside the aircraft preventing platform from being extracted. 

 RIGGED IAW: FM 4-20.112 

 TYPE OF PLATFORM: TYPE V 

 SIZE OF PLATFORM: 12 FT 

 TOTAL RIGGED WEIGHT: 6,940 LBS 

 POSITION OF LOAD IN AIRCRAFT: 1ST 

 NUMBER OF PLATFORMS OR CONTAINERS: 2 

 EFTC CABLE LENGTH: 12 FT 

 AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED: LVADS 

DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT/DAMAGED 
INCURRED:   

On 23 March 2009 at 1230 on Luzon DZ a C-17 aircraft attempted to drop two 12’ type 
V platforms with Mass Supply loads from the 18 FA. The load was supposed to drop at 
1100 ft above ground level. The load was not successfully extracted from the aircraft by 
the 15 ft drogue parachute. While opening the tail gate to deploy the 15’ drogue 
parachute, the drogue line became snagged on a bolt inside of the aircraft between the tail 
gate and the side wall of aircraft. The aircrew was unable to get the drogue line released, 
so when they were over the drop zone they released the drogue parachute away and 
returned to Pope Air Force Base with loads still on aircraft.  

SUSPECTED CAUSE OF MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT: Drogue line got snagged 
on bolt inside aircraft between the tail gate and side wall of aircraft. Aircrew was unable 
to safely release it from the bolt and made the decision to cut away the drogue parachute.  

 Recommendations:  Ensure that the drogue line is properly secured.  Forward report to 
Fort Lee, QMC&S for final determination on the next malfunction review board. 

No Photos 

 



UNIT ADDRESS: 11th Quartermaster Company, Fort Bragg, North Carolina 

BRANCH OF SERVICE: Army 

TYPE OF REPORT:  Malfunction 

UNIT BEING AIRLIFTED: 2nd 325th PIR 

DEPARTURE AIRFIELD: Pope Air Force Base 

TYPE OF AIRCRAFT: C-17 

AIRDROP LOAD MALFUCTION CATEGORY: Deployment Phase 

AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER: 90060 

AIRLIFT UNIT: 57th WPS 

DROP ZONE NAME/LOCATION: Luzon DZ, Ft Bragg, NC 

DATE OF AIRDROP (Example 10/31/2001): 03/23/2009 

AIRCRAFT SPEED (KIAS): 130 

AIRCRAFT ALTITUDE (AGL): 800 AGL   

DROP ZONE ELEVATION (FEET/MSL): 550 MSL 

SURFACE WINDS (KTS): 2KTS 

VISIBILITY (FEET/MILES):  Unlimited 

GENERAL PARACHUTE INFORMATION 

TYPE OF PARACHUTE: G-12E  

NUMBER OF CARGO PARACHUTE: 1 

TYPE OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTE: 68” pilot parachute 

NUMBER OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTES: 1  

MAIN PARACHUTE REPACK DATE: TBD 

MAIN PARACHUTE SERIAL NUMBER: TBD 



              AIRDROP EQUIPMENT INFORMATION 

TYPE OF LOAD:  Container Delivery System 

TYPE OF MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT SPECIFY: 68” Pilot parachutes became 
entangled at high altitude and caused one G-12E to not open at all and the other G-
12E to not fully inflate. 

 RIGGED IAW: FM 4-20.103 

 TYPE OF PLATFORM: Skid board 

 SIZE OF PLATFORM: 48” 

 TOTAL RIGGED WEIGHT: 1,068 LBS 

 POSITION OF LOAD IN AIRCRAFT: 12th and 13th Single Stick 

 NUMBER OF PLATFORMS OR CONTAINERS: 20 

  AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED: Container Delivery System  

DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT/DAMAGED 
INCURRED:   

On 23 March 2009 at 1230 on Luzon DZ a C-17 aircraft attempted to drop 20 CDS from 
the 82nd 2/325. The CDS were dropped at 800 ft above ground level single stick. The 20 
CDS rigged for non-breakaway exited the aircraft and the 68” Pilot Parachutes started to 
deploy. Upon exiting the aircraft, CDS 12th and 13th collided and the 68” pilot parachutes 
became entangled causing one G-12E parachute to not deploy and the other G-12E 
parachute to not fully inflate. The two CDS dropped to the ground at a high rate of speed 
causing the sand filled ammo boxes and skid board to break into pieces. The parachutes 
were inspected on the ground and at the Rigger shed and no deficiencies were found that 
would have prevented the canopies from opening. 

SUSPECTED CAUSE OF MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT:   High altitude 
entanglement between the 68” pilot parachutes of two CDS due to collision upon exit did 
not allow the G-12E main parachutes to deploy causing the CDS to drop at a high rate of 
speed to the ground.  

 Recommendations:  Ensure CDS are loaded by weight according to the load plan. 
Ensure A/C is at proper deck angle to prevent bundles from colliding upon exit. Forward 
report to Fort Lee, QMC&S for final determination by the next malfunction review 
board. 

No Photos 



UNIT ADDRESS: ADS, Fort Lewis, WA 

BRANCH OF SERVICE: Army 

TYPE OF REPORT:  Malfunction 

UNIT BEING AIRLIFTED: B Co 2/75th Ranger RGMT 

DEPARTURE AIRFIELD: Gray Army Airfield 

TYPE OF AIRCRAFT: C-130 

AIRDROP LOAD MALFUCTION CATEGORY: Deployment Phase 

AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER:  

AIRLIFT UNIT:  

DROP ZONE NAME/LOCATION: Gray Army Airfield, Fort Lewis, WA 

DATE OF AIRDROP (Example 10/31/2001): 11/19/2008 

AIRCRAFT SPEED (KIAS): 130 

AIRCRAFT ALTITUDE (AGL): 1,000 AGL   

DROP ZONE ELEVATION (FEET/MSL):  

SURFACE WINDS (KTS): 0KTS 

VISIBILITY (FEET/MILES):  Partly Cloudy 

GENERAL PARACHUTE INFORMATION 

TYPE OF PARACHUTE: T-10 Cargo 

NUMBER OF CARGO PARACHUTE: 1 

MAIN PARACHUTE REPACK DATE:  

MAIN PARACHUTE SERIAL NUMBER:  

             AIRDROP EQUIPMENT INFORMATION 

TYPE OF LOAD:  Door Bundle 



TYPE OF MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT SPECIFY: Towed then entangled door 
bundle 

 RIGGED IAW: FM 4-20.103 

TOTAL RIGGED WEIGHT:  

AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED: Door Bundle  

DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT/DAMAGED 
INCURRED:   

A Standard door bundle was pushed out the left door as the first item of equipment. The 
bundle was towed until the 8TH jumper exited the A/C. The bundle released, the T-10 
cargo deployed and the bundle became entangled with jumper. The Jumpmasters stated 
that they had no problems pushing the load out and did not notice anything wrong. The 
static line was burned within a foot of the USL snap hook which indicated that the static 
line was high in the door. The deployment bags for both door bundles were torn apart. 
The left D ring short strap was snapped from the O ring on the A21 container. The small 
clevis was still attached the D ring and the riser of the cargo parachute. The 1/4 CTN 
webbing used as the parachute securing tie was one turn single and present. Nothing 
indicated the load was secured incorrectly. The bundle landed near the jumper and 
showed no damage. The MO did not observe the entanglement due to the jumpers main 
collapsing and the bundle still have a full canopy. 

SUSPECTED CAUSE OF MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT:   The deployment bags on 
both doors were damaged and may have been a result of A/C speed. The fact that both D 
bags were damaged but the right door bundle(mini bike) had no incidents indicates the 
bundle that was towed were not related. There was not enough evidence to determine 
how the load was towed. 

5 Photos to follow: 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



UNIT ADDRESS: G-4 Airdrop Branch, 2883 B. Avenue, BLDG 7029, Fort Polk, LA 
71459 

BRANCH OF SERVICE: Army 

TYPE OF REPORT: Malfunction 

AIRDROP LOAD MALFUNCTION CATEGORY: Extraction Phase 

UNIT BEING AIRLIFTED: 34th CTS (USAF), Little Rock AFB 

DEPARTURE AIRFIELD: Alexandria International Airport, Alexandria, LA 

TYPE OF AIRCRAFT:C-130 

AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER: 1666 

AIRLIFT UNIT: 34th CTS (USAF), Little Rock AFB 

DROP ZONE LOCATION: Sharon DZ, Fort Polk, LA 

DATE OF AIRDROP (Example 10/31/2001): 9/22/2008 

AIRCRAFT SPEED:130 knots 

AIRCRAFT ALTITUDE (AGL): 800ft 

DROP ZONE ELEVATION (FEET/MSL): 262ft 

SURFACE WINDS (KTS): 3 knots 

VISIBILITY (FEET/MILES): Unlimited 

GENERAL PARACHUTE INFORMATION 

TYPE OF PARACHUTE: G-12E 

NUMBER OF PARACHUTES: 1 

TYPE OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTE: 68” Pilot Chute 

NUMBER OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTES: single 

OTHER TYPE OF EXTRACTION PARACHUTE: N/A 

CARGO PARACHUTE AGE: 55 yrs 



CARGO PARACHUTE NUMBER OF JUMPS: 8 

CARGO PARACHUTE DATE OF MANUFACTURE: Jan 1953 

CARGO PARACHUTE REPACK DATE: 11/27/2007  

AIRDROP EQUIPMENT INFORMATION 

TYPE OF AIRDROP LOAD: CDS 

AIRDROP LOAD TOTAL RIGGED WEIGHT: 1135 lbs 

RIGGED IAW (FM/TO/NAV): TM 10-1670-289-23&P, TM 10-1670-281-23&P, FM 
4-20.103 

AERIAL DELIVERY SYSTEM USED: CDS 

TYPE OF PLATFORM: Skid Board 

SIZE OF PLATFORM: 48” X 48” 

POSITION OF LOAD IN AIRCRAFT: Bundle 7 & 12, Left middle and right front 

DESCRIPTION OF SUSPECTED MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT/DAMAGED 
INCURRED 

 During a low velocity, double stick, mass CDS drop, bundle #7 located in the middle 
right of the aircraft, and bundle number #12 located in the front left of the aircraft exited 
the ramp of the C130.  The 68” Pilot Parachute deployed on both loads, but failed to 
deploy the G-12E.  The suspension lines and risers on the G-12E were pulled from their 
ties on both bundles.  The canopy remained intact inside the deployment bags. 6 out of 8 
suspension lines were pulled from the stitching of the radial seam of the 68” Pilot 
Parachute attached to bundle #7.  7 out of 8 suspension lines were pulled from the radial 
seam of the 68” Pilot Parachute attached to bundle #12. (see photos #3 and #4).  The A22 
ripped upon impact.  Ammo boxes were crushed upon impact. 
 

SUSPECTED CAUSE OF MALFUNCTION/INCIDENT: 

The 68” Pilot Parachute failed to function as intended due to improper stitching caused 
by a possible manufacturer defect.  The stitch pattern on the 68” Pilot Parachute was 
found to be ¼” wide zigzag with only 2 stitches per line (see photo #1) The suspension 
line was found to have been pulled out of the stitching and was intact.  The stitching 
connecting the suspension lines to the radial seam remained intact as well when the 
suspension lines were pulled away.  Other 68” Pilot Parachutes inspected revealed a 
stitch pattern of approximately 1/8”  zigzag with 3 stitched per line.  An inexperienced 



AMLO failed to ground the aircraft and aircrew following the drop.  The aircraft and 
aircrew returned to Little Rock, AFB.  Therefore, the aircraft was not available for 
inspection.  Data Block of the 68” Pilot Parachutes included the following: 53E6803-1 
70133 08/94 DAAKO1-92-C-0127. 
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